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INSETS. 


OUR  Winter  Issue  will  be  published  on  the  last  Saturday  of 
this  month,  and  we  can  receive  for  stitching  therein 
circulars,  price-lists,  or  facsimiles  of  ehowcards  or  counter- 
bills  supplied  to  us  by  advertisers  for  this  purpose.  There 
are  many  advantages  in  this  method  of  advertising,  e  g. : — 

1.  Distinction  and  prominence  are  secured  by  printing 
on  a  coloured  paper,  by  artistic  illustration,  and  the  like. 

2.  Stitched  as  they  are  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist (and  that  a  number  specially  attractive  and  interest- 
ing), the  advertiser  may  be  sure  that  his  circular  will  not 
be  thrown  into  the  waste-paper  basket  when  received. 

3.  Erery  copy  of  our  Winter  Issue  goes  to  a  live  man 
of  business,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

4.  We  have  so  many  repeat  orders  for  insets,  that  we 
-cannot  take  them  to  mean  anything  else  than  that  the 
advertisers  have  had  satisfactory  results. 

These  reasons  justify  us  in  asking  all  firms  connected 
with  the  drug-trade  who  have  catalogues,  circulars,  price- 
lists,  &c,  to  distribute  this  month  to  make  the  Winter  Issue 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  the  medium.  They  will 
get  full  particulars  from  the  Publisher  on  application,  which 
should  be  made  without  delay. 


Summary 


A  CURiOSiTY'in  advertising  is  noted  |on  page  3. 

The  action  of  pyrocatechin  as  a  developer  is  explained 
on  page  15. 

We  give  in  this  issue  a  price-list  of  chemicals  and  dry- 
salteries (p.  27). 

The  crystallisation  points  of  hydrated  carbolic  acid  have 
been  determined  by  a  Dutch  pharmacist  (p.  14). 

It  is  seldom  that  chemists  have  the  opportunity  of  seeirg 
such  a  fine  henbane- plant  as  is  figured  on  p.  24. 

Eczema,  diphtheria,  headache,  and  hemorrhoids  a-e 
amongst  the  complaints  upon  which  medical  note*  are  ^ivsn 
on  page  15. 

Glasgow  chemists  are  indignant  about  the  manner  in 
which  Scotch  judges  and  Scotch  newspapers  treat  the  Phar- 
macy Act  (p.  7). 

The  dispensing  difficulties  dealt  with  in  our  Correspon- 
dence columns  this  week  are  exceptionally  interesting  ard 
numerous  (p.  28). 

A  chemist's  assistant  has  committed  suicide  in  Liverpool 
by  taking  poison.  He  had  been  out  of  a  situation  for  thrte 
years  until  recently  (p.  3). 

Our  Paris  correspondent  has  visited  the  Excise  Chemical 
Laboratory  there,  and  describes  the  nature  of  the  work  per- 
formed by  the  chemists  (p.  23). 

A  chemist  at  Preston,  who  had  visited  in  a  medical 
capacity  in  a  case  which  resulted  fatally,  was  rather  severely 
questioned  by  the  Coroner  (p.  5). 

A  "  quinine  bark  "  which  came  into  the  market  last 
month  gives  us  the  opportunity  of  unearthing  some  curious 
facts  about  Quinquina  hicolorc  (p.  19). 

The  Inspector-General  under  the  Company  (Winding-up) 
Act  has  just  published  a  valuable  report  showing  how 
urgently  a  reform  of  the  law  is  needed  (p.  20). 

The  death  is  reported  of  Alderman  Thompson,  of  Sunder- 
land, who  for  more  than  half  a  century  was  a  chemist  and 
druggist  in  that  town,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  (p.  8). 

We  now  report  upon  one  of  our  delayed  postcard  com  - e- 
titions,  in  which  our  poets  bewail  the  times  when  cutting 
will  be  so  extreme  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  John 
Chinaman  as  the  assistant  (p.  12). 

The  Corner  for  Students  begins  the  year  with  a  whole- 
some lesson  to  young  analysts  on  the  importance  of  dry 
reactions,  which  Mr.  Moss  very  prop3rly  intimates  that  com- 
petitors use  in  a  perf anctory  manner  (p.  2). 

One  of  our  Editorial  notes  is  devoted  to  a  seasonable 
subject — viz.,  stocktaking.  We  give  hints  on  how  this 
should  be  done.  We  are  thus  following  up  the  series  of 
DiARf  articles,  and  hope  to  give  more  of  them  in  the  course 
of  the  year  (p.  17). 

A  youxg  Austrian,  working  in  the  Pasteur  Institute,  has 
prepared  an  erysipelas  and  puerperal-fever  remedy  by  culti- 
vating the  streptococcus  in  the  horse,  and,  when  the  animal 
reaches  a  certain  stage  of  immunity,  using  the  serum  of  its 
blood  as  the  remedy  (p.  22). 

A  Paris  correspondent  sends  us  an  interesting  exposition 
of  the  manner  in  which  French  pharmaciens  propose  to  deal 
with  the  cutting  evil.  The  method  is  based  upon  the  union 
of  "all  respectable  pharmaciens"  and  co-operation,  when 
advisable,  with  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles 
(p.  23). 

The  sensation  of  the  week  is  a  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of 
phenacetin,  owing  to  the  Bayer  Company  intimating  to 
other  makers  that  they  will  enforce  their  British  trade- mark 
rights,  they  having  eight  years  ago  registered  the  word 
"  phenacetine,"in  conjunction  with  other  words,  as  their  trade- 
mark.   We  discuss  the  situation  in  an  article  on  p.  16. 
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Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 
A  MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis.  The 
mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  ex- 
amination, all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof 
is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  con- 
stituents of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  oE  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a  stamp 
merely)  will  be  received  np  to  Wednesday,  January  8,  and 
the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  January 
18.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the 
work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  accidental 
impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential  consti- 
tuents of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Reports. 

The  subject  of  the  last  exercise  was  a  mixture  con- 
sisting of  2  parts  magnesium  carbonate,  1  part  calcium 
phosphate,  and  1  part  potassium  sodium  tartrate.  Its  calcu- 
lated composition  was — 

Ca    9  68 

Mg  ..      ..    '                  ..'      .:'  12-56 

K    3'46 

Na    204 

P04   ..      ..       :.  I   ...      .,j  <•  15.32  i 

00,   25-56 

04H40a..    13-12 

0    209 

-H,0   1817 

100-00 

Traces  of  iron  and  chlorine  were  present. 

Portions  of  the  mixture  were  sent  to  78  applicants,  and 
47  reports  of  analyses  were  received  in  reply.  The  failures  in 
the  detection  of  the  several  constituents  of  the  mixture 
were— calcium,  21 ;  magnesium,  3;  potassium,  16  ;  sodium, 
3;  phosphoric  acid,  7 ;  carbonic  acid,  3;  tartaric  acid,  20. 
About  two  years  ago  we  gave  our  correspondents  a  powder 
of  the  same  composition  to  analyse,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  failures  then  were  similar  to  those  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  number  of  reports  received  was  53. 
The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  constituents  of  the 
mixture  were — calcium,  23 ;  magnesium,  3  ;  potassium,  13 ; 
sodium,  6;  phosphoric  acid,  18  ;  carbonic  acid,  1 ;  tartaric 
acid,  12.  In  the  two  years  that  have  elapsed  our  list  of 
correspondents  has  almost  completely  changed,  but  the  ne  v 
generation  seem  to  encounter  the  same  difficulties  that  their 
predecessors  experienced.  The  chief  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  a  comparison  of  the  two  sets  of  reports  is  that  our 
present  contributors  are  more  expert  than  their  predecessors 
in  the  detection  of  phosphates,  wirile  they  are  not  so  clever 
in  detecting  tartrates.  Perhaps  the  fault  is  in  part  ours, 
for  not  having  given  more  exercisss  lately  on  organic  com- 
pounds. 

In  this  exercise  it  was  most  important  that  the  presence 
of  an  organic  salt  should  have  been  ascertained  at  an  early 
stage.  One  of  the  first  experiments  to  make  is  a  trial  of  the 
effect  of  heat  upon  the  substance  under  examination.  We 


cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  students  the  importance 
of  trying  this  apparently  simple  experiment  with  the 
greatest  care  and  attention.  It  rarely  occurs  that  a  salt,  or 
mixture  of  salts,  is  heated  without  some  change  taking 
place  from  which  important  inferences  as  to  the  character 
of  the  substance  may  be  drawn.  In  the  present  case  the 
carbonisation  and  the  empyreumatic  products  that  accom- 
panied it  were  most  significant. 

When  organic  matter  is  detected,  and  especially  a  tartrate 
or  citrate,  it  should  be  remembered  that  ammonia  may  fail 
as  a  group- reagent  unless  the  organic  matter  is  removed.  It 
is  always  easy  to  remove  it  by  evaporating  the  solution  to 
dryness,  igniting,  and  re- dissolving  the  residue  before 
ammonium  chloride  and  hydrate  are  added. 

The  principal  difficulty  in  the  present  exercise  arose  from 
the  presence  of  a  salt,  calcium  phosphate,  which  was  not 
soluble  in  water.  When  the  acid  solution  of  this  salt  was 
rendered  alkaline  by  the  addition  of  ammonia,  the  calcium 
phosphate  was  precipitated  unchanged.  Thus  calcium  was 
removed  from  the  solution  at  the  wrong  stage  in  the  analysis. 
The  course  to  be  adopted  under  such  circumstances  is 
described  in  the  analytical  text-books,  to  which  we  must 
refer  our  correspondents,  with  the  recommendation  to  try  the 
methods  on  mixtures  of  their  own  preparation  before 
attempting  to  put  them  in  practice  with  mixtures  of  unknown 
composition. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  of  the  mixture  of 
salts  has  been  awarded  to 
J.  Pattinson,  30  High  Street,  Wigton,  Cumberland. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
Herbert  Bridges,  c/o  Messrs.  Nuthall  &  Mason,  Bank 
Plain,  Norwich. 


Marks  Awarded 

100 

S8 
95 


J.  Pattinson  (1st  prize). . 
H.  Bridges  (2nd  prize)  . . 
Demosthenes  . . 

F.  M.Wilson       ..       ..       ••  94 

Zirconium   94 

Cogito    93 

G.  W.  G                             •■  93 

Spigelia     . .    92 

Helium   92 

R.T.S   92 

Yttrium   91. 

B.  A.  Woods    91 

Campanulate      ..       ••  ..90 

Per  Ardua   88 

Upland   87 

J.  AsUworth    86 

E.  Ockenden    85 

Conium  Macnlatum      . .       . .  83 

E.  Wright   82 

R.  E.  N   80 

Unsigned  report  (foolscap)     . .  80 

J.  B.  Fancourt   78 

J.  Dyson   76 

Civitas      ..       .   74 


for  Analyses. 

Tartrate  73 

Morley  ..  71 

Disce  aut  Discede  . .  ..70 
Ules        ..      ..      ....  69 

P.  F.  Novis   69 

Spes  '       ..       ..      ..."   ......  68 

Canny  Scot        . .       . .       . .  67 

Dum  spiro  spero  ..       . .       ..  66 

W.  H.  G   ...       ..  65 

Rubruf  63 

Gemini     ..       ..       ..  ..62 

Unsigned  report  (blue  paper)..  60 
Novice      . .       . .       . .       . .  58 

H.  E.  W  55 

D.  Lewis  (Leeds)  50 

Parvo   4-8 

Tigillum  46 

Glaserite  44 

E.  W.  Rogers   42 

First  Attempt  ,40 

T.  H.  T   ..37 

Quis?   Ego   .35 

A.  E.  B  30 


To  Correspondents. 

Prizes.— The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to  write 
at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select,  and  stating  how 
they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  prioa  not  greatly  exceeding 
half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be  taken 
as  second  prize. 

Note.— All  communications  should  include  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 

writers. 

Cameanttlate.— Your  failure  to  separate  the  calcium  from  phosphoric 
acid  was  probably  due  to  an  insufficiency  of  free  acetic  acid  in  the 
solution. 

Per  Ardua.— When  the  powder,  moistened  with  hydrochloric  acid,  was 
heated  on  platinum  wire,  the  blowpipe-flame  was  first  coloured  jellow 
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but  on  continued  heating  the  sodium  was  volatilised,  and  the  reddisi  tinge 
of  calcium  became  visible. 

Upland. — The  precipitate  prolu-iel  by  anminium  cVbrirh  anl  hydrat? 
should  at  once  have  been  treated  for  toe  removal  of  phosphoric  acid 
instead  of  fusing  it  with  sodium  cirbonate. 

E.  OckexiiEX.— You  did  not  account  for  the  darkening  in  colour  you 
observed  when  the  powder  was  heated,  and  you  did  not  notice  the  barnt- 
sugar  odour,  which  was  very  marked. 

Coxir/M  Maci/eatum.— The  white  precipitate  you  obtained  with 
ammonium  sulphide  must  have  been  cabium  phosphate.  The  production 
of  this  precipitate  shows  that  you  had  not  previously  added  enough 
ammonia. 

E.  Wright.— Your  report  is  too  brief  and  incomplete  to  enable  us  to 
suggest  the  cause  of  your  errors. 

R.  E.  N.— The  flame-coloration  clearly  showed  that  a  notable  quantity 
of  sodium  was  present.   See  remark*  to  "  Per  Ardua." 

J.  B.  Faxcourt.— You  must  have  heated  the  powder  very  gently  :  when 
sufficiently  heated  it  turned  almost  black,  evolving  a  strong  smell  like 
burnt  sugar.  The  experiment  was  an  important  one,  and  should  have 
been  carefully  performed. 

J.  Dyson. — You  did  not  say  how  the  solution  you  tested  for  tartaric 
acid  was  prepared.  The  tartrate  was  easily  detected  in  the  aqueous 
■extract  of  the  powder. 

Civitas. — You  do  not  appear  to  have  observed  the  effects  of  heat  upon 
the  powder,  an  experiment  that  gave  important  information  in  this  case. 

Tartrate.— When  you  heated  the  powder  in  a  bulb  tube  you  ought  to 
have  noticed  the  carbonisation.  The  gases  evolved  in  heating  tartaric  acid 
•or  a  tartrate  possess  a  very  characteristic  smell ;  you  describe  it  as  that  of 
burning  charcoal,  it  is  more  like  the  smell  of  burning  sugar. 

Morley. — When  using  ammonium  hydrate  as  a  group-reagent  you  did 
not  employ  enough  of  it ;  it  should  always  be  used  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
make  the  solution,  after  the  reagent  has  been  well  mixed  with  it,  smell 
strongly  of  ammonia. 

Disr-E  act  DlSCEDB. — The  method  you  employed  for  the  detection  of 
alumina  in  the  presence  of  a  phosphate  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  that  depend- 
ing upon  the  removal  of  the  phosphoric  acid  in  the  form  of  ferric  phos- 
phate. 

Ulex.— The  solution  to  which  you  added  calc'um  chloride,  as  a  test  for 
tartaric  acid,  contained  ammonium  chloride,  in  which  calcium  tartrate  is 
soluble  ;  hence  the  absence  of  a  precipitate  until  you  added  more  ammonia 
and  boiled. 

P.  F.  NoVTS. — The  blackening  of  the  silver  salt  on  boiling  with  water  is 
more  characteristic  of  a  tartrate  than  of  a  citrate.  The  silver  salt  dissolved 
in  dilute  ammonia  gave  a  silver  mirror  on  warming  gently  in  the  watcr- 
fcath  for  about  ten  minutes. 

Si  f.s.  -See  remarks  to  "  P.  F.  Novis.-'  To  distinguish  between  a  tartrate 
ami  a  citrate  requires  care  and  close  observation,  and.  of  course,  a  previous 
experimental  study  of  the  reactions  of  the  two  acids  is  necessary. 

Canny  Scot.—  When  the  aqueous  extract  of  the  powder  was  evaporated 
to  dryness,  and  the  residue  ignited,  it  charred  and  left  a  residue  which  dis- 
solved  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  with  effervescence  ;  this  solution  gave  a 
yellow  crystalline  precipitate  with  platinic  chloride. 

DlIM  SPUto  Spero.— The  charring  of  the  powder  was  quite  unmistak- 
able. You  omitted  to  examine  the  filtrate  from  ammonium  carbonate  for 
'the  alkali  metals. 

Kirrut.  You  say  the  powder  dissolved  easily  in  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid,  and  that  no  gas  was  given  off.  Several  other  correspondents  say  there 
■was  violent  effervescence.  There  was  certainly  such  effervescence  as  should 
not  have  escaped  the  most  careless  observer. 

Gemini.— The  crystalline  precipitate  produced  on  adding  a  phosphate  to 
>a  nitrk-acid  solution  of  ammonium  molybdate  always  contains  ammonium  ; 
it  is  probably  ammonium  phospho-molybdate. 

rTOTICE,  You  should  prepare  a  similar  mixture  of  salts,  and  try  to 
ascertain  how  it  was  that  you  did  not  observe  the  change  of  colour  on 
heating  in  a  tube,  and  on  warming  with  strong  sulphuric  acid. 

H.  E.  Watt.— The  presence  of  a  phosphate  insoluble  in  water  was  a  very 
•important  fact  to  be  considered  in  determining  the  method  to  be  followed 
in  this  analysis. 

Parvo.— The  quantity  of  phosphoric  acid  present  was  so  large  as  to  pro- 
duce an  immediate  precipitate  when  a  nitric-acid  solution  of  the  powder 
was  added  to  an  excess  of  ammonium-molybdate  solution. 

Tirsnj.uM.— Tartrates  reduce  sulphuric  acid  when  heated  with  it ;  sulphur 
dioxide  is  one  of  the  products  of  the  reduction.  In  the  presence  of  zinc 
the  sulphur  dioxide  would  yield  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  this  is  the 
way  the  gas  that  blackened  your  lead-paper  was  produced. 

E.  W.  Rogers.— You  said  nothing  in  your  report  about  any  test  for  the 
detection  of  phosphoric  acid. 

First  Attempt.— This  was  too  difficult  an  analysis  to  begin  with.  The 
next  will  be  easier. 

T.  H.  T.— See  remarks  to  "  H.  E.  Watt." 

Quia  ?  Eoo.— When  you  added  barium  chloride  to  the  solution  of  sodium 
carbonate  in  which  you  had  boiled  the  powder,  of  course  a  pie.ip.tate  of 
barium  carbonate  was  produced  ;  but  this  did  not  prove  the  presence  of  a 
carbonate  in  '.he  original  pow.ler.  You  examined  for  one  acid  only  ;  all 


the  other  acids  of  common  occurrence  should  have  been  proved  either 
present  or  »bsent. 

A.  E.  B.— Your  report  gives  too  little  information  to  admit  of  the 
cause  of  your  errors  being  pointed  out.  If  you  read  the  foregoing  remarks, 
anil  then  repeat  the  work,  using  a  similar  powder  of  your  own  preparation 
you  will  learn  a  grcat  deal  about  your  former  mistakes. 


Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  Be  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Pharmaseutical  Council. 
By  previous  arracgemsnt  the  meetiDg  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Council  was  not  held  this  week,  January  8  having 
been  fixed  as  the  date  of  meeting. 

Fire. 

The  works  of  Mr.  Edward  Meinertzhagen,  gum-manufac- 
turer, &c.,  at  Orook  Log,  Bexley  Heath,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  on  the  night  of  December  21.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is 
not  known.    The  damage  done  was  considerable. 

Advertising  a  Hair-restorer. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  December  21,  May 
Clark,  a  young  lady  of  striking  appearance,  attired  in  a 
jiding-habit,  was  summoned  before  Mr.  Horace  Smith  by 
Police  Inspector  Robinson  for  having  on  November  26  exer- 
cised a  horse  in  Gray's  Inn  Road  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district.  Mr.  Matthews,  barrister,  de- 
fended. Three  police  constables  said  that  while  a  van  of  the 
Koko  hair-restorer  was  unloading,  the  defendant  walked  a 
white  horse  up  and  down,  and  a  large  crowd  was  attracted 
by  her  appearance.  Mr.  Horace  Smith  said  this  was  not 
exercising  a  horse  in  the  manner  which  the  Act  was  intended 
to  meet ;  the  police  were  mistaken  in  the  law,  and  he  must 
dismiss  the  summons.  Mr.  Matthews  applied  for  costs, 
saying  that  he  had  brought  witnesses  to  dispute  the  evidence 
of  the  police  as  to  the  crowd.  The  Magistrate,  in  refusing 
costs,  commented  upon  the  difficulty  of  the  duty  put  on  the 
police  in  the  keeping  of  order  in  the  public  streets.  He  was 
afraid  these  advertisements  were  intended  to  attract,  and 
they  might  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

Smoking- concert. 

The  students  of  the  Northern  School  of  Pharmacy  held 
their  annual  smoking-concert  on  December  20  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel,  Manchester.  Mr.  A.  C.  Bateson  was 
chairman,  and  among  the  performers  were  found  Messrs. 
Clayton  and  Lawson  (principals),  Lucas,  Harris,  Dale, 
Latham,  Barker,  Whitfield,  Boyd,  Patrick,  Hill,  and  others. 

Chemist's  Assistant's  Suicide. 
On  December  26,  the  Liverpool  Coroner  held  an  inquest 
concerning  the  death  of  Sydney  Percy  Revill,  29  years  of  age, 
who  died  on  December  23  at  the  Northern  Hospital.  Samuel 
Revill,  the  father  of  the  deceased,  of  Creswell,  Derbyshire,  said 
his  son  was  a  chemist's  assistant,  and  had  been  out  of  business 
for  three  years.  He  was  a  healthy,  steady  young  man,  and  no 
doubt  his  being  idle  so  long  had  some  effect  upon  his  mind. 
He  was  very  devoted  to  a  young  lady,  and  witness  heard  him 
say  that  if  anything  came  between  them  the  case  would 
be  a  very  serious  one.  He  was  very  anxious  to  get  on  in  the 
world  on  account  of  that  young  lady.  He  left  home  on 
December  4  to  take  a  situation  in  Liverpool.  The  Coroner 
here  produced  a  letter  which  had  been  written  by  the 
deceased  to  the  youDg  lady  alluded  to.  On  account  of  the 
terrible  suggestion  it  contained  he  would  not  read  it  publicly, 
but  would  let  the  jury  read  it  for  themselves.  (It  was 
understood  that  he  sent  her  a  drug,  and  asked  her  ta  die 
with  him,  as  the  world  seemed  to  go  against  him,  and  they 
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could  not  be  married).  William  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist, 
157  Great  Howard  Street,  said  deceased  had  been  in  his 
employment  about  a  fortnight  He  seemed  cheerful  and 
happy  until  the  previous  Monday,  when,  for  the  first  time, 
he  seemed  to  be  quite  depressed.  He  thought  a  change 
would  do  him  good,  and  he  sent  him  to  a  branch  shop  in 
Derby  Road,  Bootle.  Some  time  afterwards  his  stableman 
brought  deceased  back.  He  then  looked  as  if  he  had  been 
drinking.  He  asked  him  if  he  had  been  drinking,  or  had 
taken  any  drug.  Revill  denied  having  taken  either  drink 
or  drug,  and  as  he  got  worse  he  sent  him  to  bed.  After  a 
time  the  housekeeper  told  him  that  Revill  was  very  drowsy, 
and  on  goiog  upstairs  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  some  drug.  He  sent  for  the 
police,  and  two  officers  came,  but  they  refused  to  go  upstairs, 
sayiDg  it  was  a  case  for  a  doctor.  On  searching  the  deceased's 
clothes  he  found  an  empty  medicine-bottle,  which  bore 
traces  of  arsenic  or  morphia.  The  stableman  said  he  met 
the  deceased  at  Sandhills  on  Monday.  He  looked  strange, 
and  witness  asked  him  what  he  had  been  drinking.  He 
produced  the  medicine-bottle  and  replied,  "That's  what  I 
have  been  drinking."  They  walked  home  to  Great  Howard 
Street  together.  Police  Constables  262  D  and  318  D  stated 
that  they  were  called  in  by  the  back  way.  When  they  saw 
Mr.  Jones  he  said  he  thought  there  was  something  wrong 
with  the  young  man.  They  asked  him  what  he  thought  he 
had  been  taking,  and  Mr.  Jones  replied  that  he  did  not  want 
to  have  any  exposure.  He  did  not  ask  them  to  go  upstairs, 
at  all.  They  said  they  would  remain  in  the  street  within 
calling  distance  if  he  wanted  them.  Dr.  Holme,  of  the 
Northern  Hospital,  stated  that  when  the  deceased  was  brought 
to  that  institution  he  was  in  a  moribund  condition.  The 
contents  of  the  stomach  smelt  of  chloral  hydrate.  They 
revived  him  for  a  while,  but  he  relapsed  and  died  at  5  o'clock 
from  narcotic  poisoning.  The  young  lady  to  whom  the 
deceased's  last  letter  was  addressed  was  then  helped  into 
the  witness-box,  evidently  very  much  distressed.  She  said 
she  had  been  engaged  to  the  deceased.  He  felt  very  mach 
at  not  being  able  to  get  on  in  the  world.  They  met  on 
Sunday  evening  in  Moant  Pleasant,  when  he  told  her  that 
he  was  very  uncomfortable  in  his  situation  because  of  the 
unreasonableness  of  his  master.  He  made  no  suggestion  of 
any  sort  to  her,  and  they  parted  on  friendly  terms.  The  jury 
found  that  the  deceased  committed  suicide  while  suffering 
from  temporary  insanity,  and  added  that  they  had  no  fault 
to  find  with  the  conduct  of  the  police,  but  that  they  were 
not  satisfied  with  that  of  Mr.  Jones. 

Carbolic  acid  Poisonings. 

Mrs.  W.  G  Barcroft,  of  Bryntirion  Hall,  Wales,  who  had 
suffered  severely  from  depression  committed  suicide  with 
carbolic  acid  on  Christmas  Day. 

John  Murphy,  dockgateman,  died  at  the  Northern  Hospital, 
Liverpool,  on  December  19,  from  the  effect  of  carbolic-acid, 
supposed  to  have  been  self -administered. 

Elizabeth  Bates  (23),  wife  of  an  engineer's  labourer,  died 
in  the  Salford  Royal  Infirmary,  last  week,  from  the  effects 
of  taking  carbolic  acid  while  in  a  depressed  condition. 

Frank  Henned  Slade  (31),  law-writer  and  secretary  to  the 
Holborn  Mataal  Provident  Brotherhood,  was  found  dead  on 
Hampstead  Heath  on  December  23,  with  a  bottle  containing 
carbolic  acid  by  his  side. 

William  Squires  (72),  nearly  blind,  residing  with  a  married 
daughter  at  Bradford,  drank  some  carbolic  acid  from  a  bottle 
which  stood  on  the  windowshelf,  on  December  27,  thinking 
it  contained  whisky,  and  died. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  December  24  at  Spen,  near  Consett, 
on  the  bodies  of  a  woman  named  Greener  and  her  son  (aged 
two  and  a  half  years),  who  died  on  the  previous  Sunday  from 
the  effects  of  carbolic-acid  poisoning.  The  jury  found 
that  the  mother  took  the  life  of  her  child  and  committed 
suicide  while  of  unsound  mind. 

Mirgaret  Walker  (31),  a  servant,  was  brought  before  the 
Magistrate  at  the  North  London  Police  Court,  on  Decem- 
ber 23,  on  a  charge  of  attempting  to  commit  suicide  with 
carbolic  acid.  She  was  found  in  Victoria  Road,  Hackney, 
by  a  constable,  ani  taken  to  the  police  station,  where  she 
was  treated  to  an  emetic  by  the  inspector.    She  was  after- 


wards sent  to  the  infirmary,  and  the  Magistrate  remanded" 
her  for  a  week. 

Store  Prices. 

The  Civil  Service  Supply  Association  announce  the  follow- 
irg  changes  of  price  frcm  January  1: — Cream  of  tartar, 
from  lid.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb. ;  seidlitz  powders  from  Qd.  to  Id. 
per  box ;  gazogene  powders  (Favarger's),  from  Is.  2d.,  Is.  Hd., 
and  Is.  lid.  to  Is.  2\d.,  Is.  Qd ,  and  2s  2d.  per  box ; 
spermaceti,  from  2s.  to  2s.  Hd.  per  lb  ;  saffron,  from  Hd.  to 
4§<2.  per  drachm ;  Tonquin  beans,  from  9d.  to  10a!.  per  oz. 
Also  the  following  proprietary  articles :— Allen  &  Hanburys' 
Tonga,  from  2s.  to  2s.  Hd. ;  carbolic  smoke-balls  (now 
stamped),  from  8s.  3d.  to  9s  ;  Luce's  eau  de  Cologne,  from 
3s.  6d.  to  3s.  Hd. ;  and  O.S.  tooth  blocks,  from  Id.  to  3\cL 
Indiarubber  goods,  too,  are  generally  advanced. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Medway  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  Acworth  for  the  supply  of  raw  linseed  oil  and 
boiled  oil  at  2s.  per  gallon  for  the  next  half-year. 

The  Wolstanton  and  Burslem  Guardians  have  accepted 
the  tender  of  the  Sanitas  Company,  London,  for  the  supply, 
of  soap  at  30s  per  cwt.,  and  soft-soap  at  18s.  per  firkin. 

The  Romney  Marsh  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  T.  Gravett,  of  New  Rjmney,  for  the  supply  of" 
linseed  at  3d.  per  lb.,  ginger  at  Qd.  per  lb.,  arrowroot  at  Is. 
per  lb.,  for  the  ensuing  quarter. 

The  Wolverhampton  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted 
the  following  tenders  for  the  ensuing  quarter: — Messrs.  J. 
Richardson  &  Cx  (Limited),  drug3,  482.  6s.  lid. ;  Mr.  A.  E. 
Beresford — carbolic  soap  18s.  6d  per  cwt.,  carbolic  soft-soap 
7s.  6d  per  firkin  of  64  lbs. ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Tatlow— linseed  oil 
Is.  per  gallon. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  united, 
parishes  of  St.  George,  Bloomsbury,  and  St.  Giles,  the 
Dispensary  Committee  reported  that  they  had  considered 
tenders  from  the  following  firms  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to 
the  several  establishments  of  the  Union  during  the  ensuing 
twelve  months :  —  Messrs.  Mackey,  Mackey  &  Co.,  175 
Grange  Road,  Bermondsey ;  Messrs.  Walker,  Troke  &  Co.,. 
65  Bath  Street,  St.  Luke's;  Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Preston s  & 
King,  81  Bishopsgate  Without ;  and  Messrs.  Stacey  &  Stacey,. 
22  Great  St.  Helen's.  They  recommended  that  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King  be  accepted.  The- 
report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Trie  Newball  &  Mason  Christmas  Dinner. 

The  famous  herb  extract  firm  of  Hyson  Green,  Notting- 
ham, gave  their  twelfth  annual  Christmas  dinner  to  their 
staff  on  Friday,  December  27.  We  have  received  a  copy  of 
the  programme,  which  is  more  elegant  than  ever,  and  does 
immense  credit  to  the  printing  department  of  the  firm, 
where  it  was  entirely  produced.  It  contains  portraits  of  the 
partners,  Mr.  T.  Mason  and  Mr.  B.  Deaville,  chairman  and 
vice-chairman  at  the  dinner,  and  with  the  programme 
mottoes  and  quotations  are  pleasingly  interspersed.  The 
dinner,  we  understand,  was  rather  of  the  "  stalled  ox  "  than 
of  the  ,;  herbs  "  variety ;  but  the  programme ! — we  have  never 
seen  one  like  it.  It  comprises  42  songs,  1  duet,  1  reading, 
5  recitations,  1  patriotic  sketch  with  four  performers,  and 
1  drama  in  two  acts,  with  incidental  music,  glees.  &c.  The 
dinner  began  at  8  30  p.m.,  and  the  performances,  we  should 
imagine,  are  still  proceeding.  During  one  of  the  concert 
intervals  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Deaville  were  each  presented' 
with  a  beautiful  diamond  scarf-pin.  Mr.  H  Pyne  introduced 
the  subject,  and  Mr.  E.  Cox,  with  a  few  well-chosen  remarks, 
made  the  presentation  on  behalf  of  the  employed.  It  seems 
that  this  presentation  had  been  arranged  among  the  men  for 
some  time  past,  and  it  was  carried  out  entirely  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  recipients,  and  came  as  a  surprise. 

Poisonings  at  Malvern. 
Three  inquests  have  been  lately  held  at  Malvern  in  which 
poisoning  was  alleged  or  suspected.  One  was  on  Miss 
Honoria  O'Neill,  a  Birmirgbam  lady,  who  had  been  residing 
at  Malvern  Lick  for  some  weeks.  A  surgeon  who  made  the 
post-mortem  examination  could  not  explain  the  cause  of 
death,  and  the  investigation  is  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Luff.  In. 
another  case  Mr.  Need,  a  local  florist,  40  years  of  age,  took 
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a  quantity  of  laudanum  which  he  had  bought  at  the  drug- 
stores, saying  he  wanted  it  for  a  cow  which  had  the  colic. 
He  had  no  cow,  and  he  had  a  brother  a  chemist  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  jury  thought  there  was  no  evidence  to 
show  whether  the  laudanum  had  been  taken  intentionally  or 
accidentally.  The  third  case  was  that  of  a  Mr.  John  Jukes 
Jones,  aged  76,  who  took  a  large  dose  of  a  poisonous  liniment 
in  mistake  for  his  cough-mixture  and  died. 

Drifted. 

An  inquest  was  held,  on  December  30,  on  John  B.  Smith, 
formerly  a  druggist's  assistant,  but  latterly  residing  at  a 
common  lodging-house  at  17  Dorset  Street,  Spitalfields. 
The  caretaker  of  the  lodging-house  said  Smith  had  lived  in 
the  lodging-house  about  seventeen  years.  He  had  a  few 
friends  who  sent  him  money  to  pay  his  rent,  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  lodging-house  used  to  give  him  food.  He 
used  to  have  clothes  sent  to  him,  but  sold  them  directly  he 
got  them  to  the  other  lodgers.  He  had  never  been  outside 
the  door  for  years,  and  was  very  filthy ;  in  fact,  he  would  not 
go  downstairs  to  wash  himself.  On  Christmas  Eve  he  had 
a  fall,  and  on  Friday  was  lemoved  in  a  cab  to  the  infirmary, 
where  he  died.  Dr.  Moses,  of  the  infirmary,  stated  that 
Smith  was  so  filthy  that  the  vermin  had  actually  eaten  into 
his  flesh. 

Chemists  and  Medical  Advice. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Preston,  on  January  1,  concerning 
the  death  of  a  married  woman  named  Winstanley,  landlady 
of  the  Brickmakers'  Arms,  who  died  on  Monday  morning. 
Her  husband  stated  that  she  had  complained  of  indigestion, 
and  for  a  week  had  taken  nothing  but  beef-tea.  On  Friday 
last  he  sent  a  neighbour  to  Mr.  Walker,  chemist,  of  Church 
Street,  and  she  returned  with  a  bottle  of  medicine  and 
some  pills.  Next  day  she  complained  of  being  worse,  and 
he  sent  for  Mr.  Walker.  Mr.  Walker  looked  at  her  and  said, 
"  John,  she's  very  poorly,"  told  him  to  procure  some  arrow- 
root, and  said  he  would  call  again  on  Sunday.  Mr.  Walker, 
witness  believed,  did  call  again,  but  not  being  able  to  make 
anybody  hear  left  word  with  a  policeman  that  if  the  wife 
was  any  worse  Winstanley  was  to  call  in  a  doctor.  On 
Monday  morning  the  patient  died,  before  a  doctor  was 
fetched.  The  Coroner :  Why  did  you  not  send  for  a  doctor 
before  she  was  actually  dyirjg  1  Witness :  I  thought  she 
was  coming  round.  Margaret  Mounsey,  a  neighbour,  said 
she  fetched  the  medicine  from  Mr.  Walker's  shop.  Mr. 
Walker  said  he  should  be  glad  to  know  if  it  did  her  any 
good.  James  Eteson  Walker,  chemist,  Church  Street, 
described  the  medicine  sent  to  Mrs.  Winstanley  and  repeated 
the  message  he  got  from  Winstanley,  asking  him  to  call  as 
he  went  home.  He  had  no  idea  that  tbey  wanted  him  to 
see  the  patient,  but  they  put  great  pressure  on  him  to  do  so. 
He  did  not  actually  examine  her,  for  he  could  see  that  she 
was  very  weak,  and  he  at  once  concluded  that  it  was  a  case 
for  a  clever  medical  man.  He  told  Winstanley  seriously 
that  she  was  very  poorly,  and  said  he  would  call  in  the 
morning  to  see  how  they  had  gone  on.  As  he  could  make 
nobody  hear  next  day  he  told  the  constable  on  the  beat 
to  tell  Mr.  Winstanley  to  get  a  doctor  right  away.  The 
Coroner :  Supposing  she  was  suffering  from  pneumonia,  was 
this  medicine  suitable  ? — Not  exactly  ;  but  no  symptoms  of 
pneumonia  were  described  to  me.  And  the  pills  were  for 
just  the  opposite? — Well,  they  should  not  be  purged  in 
pneumonia.  I  should  think  not.  Are  you  within  your 
rights  in  visiting  a  patient? — I  did  not  visit  a  patient.  Do 
you  know  you  are  liable  to  penalties  ? — Yes,  if  I  charge. 
You  got  paid  for  this  medicine  ?-»-Yes ;  but  that  is  all 
After  receiving  the  message  you  did,  why  on  earth  did  you 
go  upstairs? — Because  they  pressed  me  so.  Are  you  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  people  at  their  homes  ?  -No ;  never.  Do 
you  know  this  woman  has  probably  come  to  her  death  from 
want  of  prompt  medical  advice? — If  they  had  taken  my 
advice,  they  would  have  had  it.  Dr.  Jones  stated  that  the 
cause  of  death  was  pneumonia.  He  thought  that  had  the 
deceased  had  proper  treatment  she  would  have  got  better ; 
the  chances  were  all  in  her  favour.  The  pills  prescribed 
were  not  so  much  out  of  place  as  the  medicine,  which 
was  totally  unfit.  A  Juror:  Was  the  medicine  suit- 
able to  the  complaint  described  by  the  neighbour  to 
Mr.  Walker  ?  The  Witness :  Yes ;  certainly.  The 
Juror;  Then  no  blame  attaches  to  that.    In  summirg 


up,  the  Coroner  said  that,  without  alluding  to  Mr. 
Walker,  there  unfortunately  prevailed  a  practice  for  people 
not  duly  qualified  to  act  as  professional  men.  That  should 
not  be.  The  Jury :  Hear,  hear.  Mr.  Walker  certainly  went 
to  the  house  and  saw  Mrs.  Winstanley,  and  in  so  far  as  he 
did  that  he  was  to  a  certain  extent  acting  as  a  medical  man, 
even  if,  as  he  said,  he  acted  only  underpressure,  and  advised 
the  husband  to  get  a  doctor.  If  they  could  stop  a  practice 
which  was  reprehensible — he  was  not  now  alluding  to  Mr. 
Walker — that  inquest  would  not  have  been  held  in  vain. 
A  verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes  was  returned. 

Deficient  Spirits  of  Nitre. 

At  Mold  Petty  Sessions  on  December  30,  Kichard  George 
Williams,  the  Stores,  Tryddyn,  was  summoned  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  selling  4  oz.  of  sweet  spirits  of 
nitre  for  Is.,  which  the  county  analyst  said  "  was  a  worthless 
drug."  Defendant  told  the  in-pector,  "I  sell  it  as  I  get  it 
from  the  firm,"  and  gave  him  a  label  which  ran  thus: — 
"Sweet  spirits  of  nitre.  This  is  a  special  preparation,  and 
not  the  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  ; 
not  full  alcoholic  strength."  The  Chairman  (to  the  defend- 
ant) :  Who  supplies  these  labels  ?  Defendant :  I  get  them 
from  the  firm.  The  Chairman  :  These  labels  are  worthless. 
Defendant  said  he  had  nothing  to  say.  He  had  sold  the 
article  ever  since  he  had  been  in  business.  He  had  sent  all 
the  stuff  back  to  the  wholesale  firm.  The  Chairman  :  You 
are  liable  to  a  fine  of  201.,  but  we  believe  you  have  not  done 
this  thing  wilfully,  and  we  therefore  have  decided  to  inflict 
a  fine  of  10s.  and  19s.  6d.  costs. 


An  Offensive  or  Noisy  Business. 

At  the  Court  of  Appeal,  Dublin,  on  December  20,  1895,  in 
the  case  of  Pembroke  v.  Warren,  the  defendant  appealed 
from  a  decision  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  granting  an  injunction 
against  the  carrying-on  of  a  private  hospital  at  Fitzwilliam 
Square  on  the  ground  that  a  clause  in  the  lease  forbad  the 
place  being  used  as  a  druggist's  or  apothecary's  establish- 
ment, or  "  for  any  other  offensive  or  noisy  trade."  The  appeal 
was  dismissed,  with  costs  against  the  appellant. 

Pharmaceutical  Photographers. 

At  a  meeting  last  week  in  Belfast  of  Ulster  amateur 
photographers,  Mr.  A.  R.  Hogg,  registered  druggist,  gave  a 
lecture  and  demonstration  on  "  Flashlight  Photography," 
explaining  the  value  of  magnesium-powder  as  a  means  of 
making  instantaneous  flashes,  and  enumerating  the  various 
forms  of  flash- lamps  in  use.  He  illustrated  his  lecture  by  a 
combination  of  three  clay  pipes  and  the  Todd-Forret  lamp,, 
taking  a  number  of  groups  and  portraits  with  highly  satis- 
factory results. 

Jubilee. 

Dr.  T.  C.  S.  Corry,  proprietor  of  Corry's  Medical  Hall, 
Belfast,  has  been  the  recipient  of  an  address  and  testimonial, 
presented  to  him  by  a  number  of  friends  on  the  occasion  of 
his  completing  fifty  years  of  professional  life  in  Ulster. 

Flotsam  and  Jetsam. 

Several  cases  containing  bottles  of  drugs  and  patent 
medicines,  all  marked  "  Maneila,"  apparently  part  of  a  ship- 
wrecked vessel's  deck-load,  have  been  washed  ashore  at 
Wexford. 

Pharmacists'  Agent. 

Dr.  Parsons,  the  newly-elected  President  of  the  Dublin 
Biological  Association,  speaking  in  the  city  a  few  days  ago, 
said  he  regarded  drugs  as  of  no  directly  curative  value  in  t!  e 
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treatment  of  disease,  bat  merely  as  a  means  of  cloaking  the 
symptoms.  Chemists  had  rendered  marked  service  to  the 
medical  profession  by  isolating  the  active  principles  of 
drags,  but  how  many  diseases  could  honestly  be  said  to  have 
been  cured  by  drugs,  and  for  how  many  poisons  had 
antidotes  been  found?  The  medicines  formerly  used  should 
cot.  however,  be  despised.  The  newer  remedies  were  as 
yet  practically  untried,  and  should  be  used  with  caution. 
The  physician  ought  not  to  be  the  mere  agent  of  the  phar- 
macist. 

Business  Changes. 

Dr.  Merrin,  Dublin,  has  fitted  up  a  surgery  in  connection 
with  his  pharmacy  in  Lower  Camden  Street. 

Mr.  John  Lorig,  L.P.S.I.,  late  Honorary  Secretary  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  and  Apothecaries'  Assistants' 
Association  of  Ireland,  has  accepted  the  management  of  the 
Medical  Hall,  Tipperary. 

Poisons  taw  in  Ireland. 
On  December  23,  the  Belfast  Coroner  held  an  inquest 
touching  the  death  of  a  labourer,  who  had  taken  oxalic 
acid  and  died.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  the 
deceased  died  from  exhaustion  following  on  his  having  taken 
poison,  and  added  a  rider  to  the  effect  that  the  existing  law 
regulating  the  sale  of  poisons  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
include  all  the  poisons  mentioned  in  the  1st  schedule  of  that 
Act— the  33rd  and  34th  Vic.  cap.  26.  [What  they  meant 
was  probably  that  the  regulations  applicable  to  poisons  in 
the  first  part  of  the  schedule  should  be  applicable  to  all 
poisons. — Ed.  C.  $  2?.] 


Presentation. 

Mr.  A.  McDonald,  late  assistant  with  Mr.  R.  Thomson, 
chemist,  Elgin,  has  been  presented  by  a  few  of  his  friends 
with  a  handsome  travelling-bag,  &c  ,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
leaving  Elgin  to  fill  a  situation  in  London. 


The  Edinburgh.  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club 

;held  their  fourth  annual  smoking-concert  on  December  26. 
Mr.  David  McLaren,  the  Hon.  President  of  the  Club,  pre- 
sided, and  the  company  numbered  about  130,  among  whom 
were  Dr.  Leith,  Dr.  James,  Messrs.  Richard  Clark,  Peter  Boa, 
J.  Rutherford  Hill,  Geo.  Coull,  B.Sc,  John  Bowman,  J.  A. 
1  jrret,  W.  R.  Cunningham,  and  T.  Stronach.  A  first-class 
programme  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  performed 
and  was  much  enjoyed. 

A  Patent  medicine  Man  in  Trouble. 
At  the  Edinburgh  Police  Court,  last  week,  John  Matthias, 
a  man  of  dusky  hue,  residing  in  High  Street,  was  charged 
with  having,  on  December  21,  created  a  disturbance  in 
Palmerston  Place,  a  fashionable  quarter  of  the  city,  and 
caused  a  crowd  to  collect,  and  further  with  kicking  and 
striking  a  police  constable.  The  accused  had  been  selling 
patent  medicines,  and  the  crowd  he  had  gathered  caused  an 
obstruction  to  the  traffic.  He  was  repeitedly  requested  by 
the  police  to  move  on,  but  he  refused.  The  assault  was 
committed  when  the  policeman  attempted  to  arrest  him. 
Hf  was  removed  to  the  police  station  with  great  difficulty. 
The  Magistrate  fined  him  20s.,  with  the  alternative  of 
seven  davs'  imprisonment,  and  further  ordered  him  to  find 
caution  for  21.  for  his  future  good  conduct  or  suffer  other 
fourteen  days'  imprisonment. 


Carbolic-acid  Poisoning. 
Nurse  Shaw,  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  died  this 
week  through  accidentally  swallowing  carbolic  acid  in  mistake 
for  castor  oil.  She  was  23  years  of  age,  the  daughter 
of  an  English  bishop,  and  was  about  to  be  married  to  a 
clergyman. 


foreign  ano  Colonial  Bern 


Vivisection  in  Switzebland. — Last  Sunday  the  people 
of  the  Swiss  canton  of  Schwyz,  voted  by  referendum  on  the 
question  whether  vivisection  should  be  permitted  in  the 
canton  or  not.  A  motion  to  prohibit  vivisection  entirely 
was  rejected  by  39,476  votes  against  17,297,  and  a  proposal 
of  the  local  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
to  allow  the  practice  of  vivisection  for  bond  fide  scientific 
purposes  was  adopted  by  35,191  against  19,554  votes. 

The  Odessa  Dbtjo-tbade —Writing  from  Odessa  in 
Southern  Russia,  the  German  Consul  states  that  in  the 
course  of  last  year  the  importation  of  carbolic  acid  from 
Britain  and  Germany  has  fallen  to  quarter  of  the  quantity 
imported  in  the  previous  year.  The  importation  of  other 
acids,  which  are  obtained  from  Germany,  Britain,  and  Italy, 
has  remained  almost  unchanged,  but  the  trade  in  sodas 
and  potashes  with  England  has  considerably  decreased. 
There  has  been  an  increased  importation  of  pharmaceutical 
and  chemical  products  from  Germany,  but  the  prices  at 
which  these  goods  were  sold  have  been  exceedingly  low. 
The  Government  and  communal  authorities  (Semstvos)  have 
lately  become  accustomed  to  send  orders  for  their  annual 
requirements  in  pharmaceutical  goods  directly  to  Germany 
instead  of  buying,  as  they  used  to  do,  through  the  inter- 
vention of  Odessa  drug-houses.  It  is  said  that  the  district 
council  of  Perm  has  saved  34  per  cent,  by  this  change,  and 
that  of  Kursk  from  16  per  cent,  to  21  per  cent.  The  district 
council  of  Cherson  has  just  decided  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  two  others  mentioned. 

Camphor- making  in  Fobmosa. — The  Rev.  George  Ede, 
of  the  English  Presbyterian  Mission  in  Formosa,  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  process  for  recovering  camphor 
adopted  by  the  Chinese  distillers  in  the  island  : — "  A  fire- 
place is  built  and  a  shallow  iron  vessel  (the  kind  used 
in  Formosa  for  boiling  rice)  inserted  therein.  The  walls  of 
the  fireplace  are  carried  up  a  short  distance  and  a  meshed 
frame  placed  across  the  opening.  A  large  earthenware  vessel 
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vessel     .^^^  Chipping  wood  wood 

is  then  placed  inverted  over  the  top.  It  is  made  to  fit  more 
or  less  closely  to  prevent  (as  far  as  is  safe)  the  escape  of 
vapour.  The  pieces  of  wood  are  chipped  off  from  the  tree 
with  an  adze  diagonally  to  the  grain.  Each  piece  of  wood  is 
then  beaten  till  it  splits  more  or  less  up  along  the  grain. 
This  is  to  expose  the  surfaces  where  the  camphor  lies. 
Some  of  the  pieces  of  wood  are  about  the  size  of  one's  hand, 
or  les3.  The  slices  are  not  very  thick.  Water — not  too 
much — is  put  into  the  iron  vessel.  The  prepared  pieces  of 
wood  are  placed  on  the  top  of  the  meshed  frame.  A 
wood  or  charcoal  fire  is  lighted  under  the  iron  vessel.  It 
must  be  a  slow  fire  and  the  water  must  not  boil  violently." 
The  method,  though  cumbersome  and  uneconomical,  has  been 
followed  for  generations,  and  will  probably  continue  to  be 
resorted  to  so  loDg  as  there  is  a  camphor  tree  left  in  the 
island. 
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Gbe  Winter  Session. 


MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  a  meeting  beld  on  Wednesday,  December  18,  at  Exchange 
Rooms,  the  President  (Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke)  delivered  the 

Opening  Address. 

Owing  to  the  organisation  of  the  Association  being  recent, 
his  remarks  were  confined  in  a  great  measnre  to  the  objects 
which  the  Association  has  in  view.  The  programme  for  the 
session  indicated  that  the  meetings,  dealing  as  they  did  with 
practical  topics,  would  be  of  use  to  every  assistant.  There  was, 
he  said,  deplorable  want  of  respect  shown  to  pharmacists  at  the 
present  time.  In  years  gone  by  the  chemist  could  claim  far 
more  respect,  despite  the  fact  that  the  period  of  apprentice- 
ship was  then  the  only  qualification  needed ;  but  in  those 
days  the  public  regarded  the  calling  as  one  of  essentially 
scientific  nature,  and  so  long  as  this  opinion  prevailed  things 
went  well.  He  hoped  that  the  social  meetings  which  they 
proposed  holding  would  be  a  means  of  making  friendships, 
and  thereby  promote  that  good-fellowship  so  essential  to  our 
general  welfare.  Having  set  forth  several  other  advantages, 
he  concluded  by  reminding  the  members  that  they  had  now 
definitely  formed  an  association  the  destiny  of  which  was 
entirely  in  their  own  hands,  and  therefore  it  remained  for 
each  member  who  joined  their  ranks  to  do  his  utmost  to 
ensure  its  success. 


GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  this  Association  held  on 
December  26,  Mr.  D.  Watson  read  a  paper  on 

Poison  Law 

After  relating  at  some  length  the  history  of  the  in- 
ception of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  the  author  said  it 
behoved  every  registered  chemist,  not  only  as  a  public 
duty,  but  in  the  general  interests  of  the  craft,  to  see  that 
all  the  statutory  obligations  imposed  upon  the  chemist 
were  carried  out  faithfully.  If  this  had  been  done  during 
the  last  twenty- five  years  the  trade  would  have  been  in 
a  better  position  to-day,  and  they  would  not  have  those 
remarks  so  often  heard  from  sheriffs  who  had  no  sympathy 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  Our  judges 
would  not  have  been  in  such  darkness  about  the  laws 
regulating  pharmacy,  and  would  have  learnt  by  this  time 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  carry  out  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 
There  were  several  anomalies  existing  in  the  law  as  recently 
interpreted — as  regarded,  for  instance,  the  labelling  of  very 
dilute  preparations  "  Poison,"  the  non-restriction  of  carbolic 
acid,  the  supervision  required  in  the  sale  of  poisons  by 
unqualified  assistants,  and  the  declaration  that  a  limited 
company  was  outside  the  operations  of  the  Act  while  the 
individual  was  subjected  to  all  its  provisions.  A  great  deal 
had  been  written  and  said  against  the  companies  in  pharmacy, 
but  facts  must  be  looked  straight  in  the  face,  and  as  long  as 
they  had  the  Widows'  Clause  so  long  would  they  have  com- 
pany pharmacy,  unless  dealt  with  otherwise  by  Parliament, 
and  of  that  there  was  some  faint  hope  in  the  pending 
Bill.  Recent  decisions  obtained  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  the  highest  courts,  although  legal,  were  not 
evidently  popular  from  the  remarks  made  by  the  Judges 
in  several  important  decisions.  Trade  protection  pure  and 
simple  and  the  prohibition  of  company  pharmacies  were 
scarcely  possible  at  present  with  such  untoward  feelings 
from  the  Bench.  The  public  mind  must  be  educated,  and 
every  opportunity  seized  to  expose  the  true  nature  of  things. 
The  1869  Amendment  Act,  which  relates  to  medical  men, 
had  been  very  much  abused,  and  accounted  for  what  were 
known  as  "  doctors'  shops."  He  was  astonished  that  this 
had  not  been  taken  up  in  a  thorough  manner.  This  form  of 
evading  the  Pharmacy  Acts  had  done  more  to  ruin  the 
bond- fide  chemist  than  the  stores,  and  it  was  carried  on  in 
a  systematic  manner  that  destroyed  pharmacy  body  and 
soul.  As  long  as  medical  men  took  up  the  double  qualifica- 
tion of  doctor  and  chemist,  and  defied  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
by  employing  a  mere  boy  or  girl  to  dispense  and  sell  all  the 


scheduled  poisons,  little  encouragement  was  left  for  regis- 
tered chemists.  He  knew  of  several  towns  where  the 
doctors'  shops  were  in  the  majority  of  five  to  one  of  the 
chemists,  and  where  the  doctors  carried  on  chemists'  busi- 
nesses with  unqualified  assistants.  Need  it  be  wondered  at 
that  counter-prescribing  prevailed  ?  Pharmacy  and  medi- 
cine would  benefit  by  the  repeal  of  the  1869  Amendment 
Act.  A  clearer  definition  of  poisonous  substances  should  b'e 
given,  and  a  number  of  poisons  outside  the  scheduled  list 
must  be  added  ;  the  title  "  chemist "  should  be  safeguarded 
and  restricted  to  those  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  ; 
the  compounding  of  medical  prescriptions  and  the  sale  and 
dispensing  of  poisonous  substances  which  were  to  be  nyed 
as  medicines  ought  to  be  made  the  right  of  the  pharmacist's 
only. 

The  discussion  which  followed  dealt  mainly  with  the 
administration  of  the  poison  laws  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Laing  said  that,  in  view  of  several  decisions  recently 
given  in  our  law  courts,  it  would  be  well  for  chemists  to- 
utter  united  protest  against  the  way  the  Pharmacy  Act's 
were  administered  in  Scotland.  Not  only  was  odium  cast 
on  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  every  encourage  ment 
given  to  make  the  offenders  against  the  Acts  as  well  as  the 
public  look  upon  the  Society  as  a  persecutor  of  respectable 
tradesmen,  but  slurs  and  innuendos  against  chemists  whose 
rights — not  privileges — were  usurped  and  abused  by  those 
respectable  tradesmen  were  as  nearly  expressed  as  ccnld  be 
In  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  o.  Stewart,  tried 
at  Dundee,  they  must  conclude  from  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings that  if  the  accused  had  not  pleaded  guilty  the  case 
would  have  been  dismissed.  As  it  was,  a  fine  of  Is.  was  in- 
flicted, and  modified  expenses.  At  the  same  place  two  dajs 
later,  the  Magistrate  inflicted  the  stupendous  sum  of  5s.  as 
a  fine,  and  seemed  to  look  upon  it  as  a  grievance  that  be 
did  not  know  of  anyone  having  been  poisoned  by  balsam  of 
aniseed,  and  almost  seemed  to  expect  the  Society  to  provide 
a  child  on  which  to  prove  fatal,  or  at  least  injurious,  i  Elects. 
In  Glasgow  not  a  fortnight  ago  a  case  notorious  for  the 
intelligent  reading  of  the  Act  displayed  by  the  Sheriff  and 
counsel  on  both  sides — (laughter) — came  up,  and  the  convic- 
tion was  clinched  by  dismissal  with  an  admonition,  aD<l  no 
costs  allowed.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  trade  to  take  the 
matter  up,  and  if  they  had  not  sufficient  stamina  to  assert 
their  rights — although  as  individuals  it  did  not  immediately 
assail  them — they  deserved  to  suffer  and  be  mute  for  ever 
after.  Chemists  neither  enjoyed  privilege  nor  monopoly.  He 
would  forward  a  complaint,  through  the  Society,  to  the 
Privy  Council,  which  had  some  say  in  relation  to  the 
Pharmacy  Acts,  because,  as  administered  in  Scotland,  the 
chemists  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  made  to  appear 
the  evil-doers,  and  the  unqualified  distributors  of  poisons 
as  saintly  innocents  who  did  not  know  how  to  do  anytbicg 
wrong.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  He  hoped  the  Glasgow 
Association  would  take  some  action,  because  the  way  in 
which  the  law  was  at  present  misrepresented  was  a  scandal. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Robb  said  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  originally  passed  hud 
been  altogether  altered  by  the  judicial  decisions  given  within 
recent  years,  and  he  thought  it  was  more  than  likely  that  if 
any  other  Act  was  passed  it  would  go  upon  the  linej  of' 
those  decisions.  No  Parliament  would  interfere  with  tbe 
dispensing  of  medicines  by  properly  qualified  men  under- 
the  direction  of  limited-liability  companies.  He  waa  per- 
fectly certain  of  that.  No  doubt  the  great  misfortune  was 
that  the  big  companies  did  the  thing  so  very  much  cheaper 
than  the  small  man  did,  and  that  they  had  so  many  more  strings 
to  their  bow  ;  and  the  consequence  was  that  the  small  irtaa 
was  obliged,  from  the  limited  nature  of  his  business,  to 
charge  so  much  more.  His  opinion  was  that  if  the  com- 
panies had  continued  to  charge  the  same  prices  as  the  small 
men  the  small  men  would  never  have  complained  of  them. 
It  was  a  matter  altogether  of  free  trade. 

Mr.  Dunlop  referred  to  the  relations  of  the  chemist  an<? 
the  doctor  as  to  trading  in  prescriptions,  and  said  we  should 
have  in  this  country  the  same  rule  as  in  some  continental 
countries,  where  the  prescription,  instead  of  being  tbe= 
property  of  the  patient,  was  held  to  be  a  legal  document 
given  by  the  prescriber  to  the  dispenser,  and  retained  ty  the 
latter  for  future  reference.  As  regards  limited  companies, 
he  did  not  consider  it  was  free  trade  for,  say,  7,000  in- 
dividuals to  trade  on  one  man's  certificate.    He  felt  that 
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-chemists  were  entitled  to  the  exclusive  privilege  of  retailing 
and  dispensing  poisons,  and,  while  he  would  certainly  not 
object  to  a  doctor  dispensing  his  own  prescriptions,  he 
objected  to  him  having  an  open  drng-shop. 

Mr.  Mackay  said  the  impression  he  had  got  was  very 
much  the  public  one — that  pharmacists  existed  for  the 
public,  and  not  the  public  for  pharmacists,  and  that  it  was 
a  question  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest, 

Mr,  McKellae  was  of  opinion  that  pharmacy  would 
ultimately  become  an  open  profession — open  to  anybody. 
He  spoke  also  against  the  chemists  accepting  as  evidence  of 
training  the  certificates  of  apprentices  in  doctors'  shops. 

Mr.  TAylob  remarked  that  there  were  not  many  chemists 
who  made  thair  water-rate  out  of  the  sale  of  poisons. 

Mr.  Cbaig  pointed  to  careless  mistakes  on  the  part  of 
employes  in  wholesale  houses,  and  urged  that  in  the  new 
Bill  provision  should  be  made  for  having  a  qualified  man  at 
the  head  of  each  department  in  the  wholesale  houses. 

Mr.  Russell  said  the  trade  had  a  perfect  right  to  express 
very  strongly  their  opinion  of  the  action  of  the  authorities 
in  regard  to  pharmacy  cases.  Reading  the  remarks  which 
were  being  made  by  judges  and  sheriffs,  the  public  were  in- 
clined to  look  upon  these  cases  as  a  species  of  persecution 
until  the  matter  was  explained  to  them. 

The  Chaieman  (Mr.  Currie)  said  he  was  much  struck 
by  noticing  in  last  week's  Chemist  and  Druggist  the 
formation  of  a  new  Glasgow  company  under  the  name 
-of  the  "Chemist  and  Druggist  Company,"  that  the  first 
subscribers  were  seven  solicitors'  clerks.  He  had  taken  a 
caref ul  note  of  that  in  case  of  any  necessity  arising.  He 
-farther  remarked  that  the  absurd  opinions  expressed 
from  the  Scottish  Bench  should  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  comment.  A  strong  protest  ought  to 
have  been  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
against  the  remarks  that  fell  from  the  Judges,  and  a  repre- 
sentation made  to  the  Privy  Council  on  the  matter.  A  judge 
was  there  not  to  give  his  private  opinion,  but  to  administer 
justice,  and  he  had  no  right  to  say  that  he  had  no  sympathy 
with  the  action  of  the  Society.  The  observations  of  the 
Glasgow  Sheriff  in  particular  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand 
without  comment,  and  he  would  be  willing  to  frame  a 
communication  and  send  it  to  the  public  press,  protesting  in 
i ue  name  of  the  Glasgow  Association  against  the  misrepre- 
sentations to  which  those  remarks  exposed  them.  There 
was  an  opinion  in  the  public  mind  that  those  poisons 
prosecutions  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  chemists  themselves. 
That  error  ought  to  be  exposed.  He  knew  for  a  fact  that  in 
certain  surgeries  in  Glasgow  numerical  index-books  were 
kept  corresponding  with  numbered  poison-bottles  on  the 
shelves  to  which  the  assistants  referred  when  poisons  were 
asked  for,  and  made  their  selection  by  means  of  this  double 
set  of  numerals.  That  system  ought  to  be  exposed  :  it  was 
a  disgrace  to  the  second  city  of  the  Empire  that  such  a  state 
of  things  should  exist,  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Russell  said  this  was  a  matter  which  could  not  be 
proceeded  with  too  carefully.  At  present  the  doorsteps  of 
many  of  the  chemists  in  the  city  were  not  too  clean,  and  if 
they  lived  in  glass  houses  they  knew  what  to  expect. 

Mr.  Watson  remarked  that  the  feeling  of  the  public 
-undoubtedly  was  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  existed 
purely  in  the  interests  of  chemists.  That  feeling  was  helped 
to  a  great  extent  by  the  attitude  taken  up  on  this  question 
by  the  public  press.  He  was  very  pleased  in  this  respect  to 
see  that  the  leader  in  last  week's  Chemist  and  Deuggist 
had  been  published  in  full  in  the  Citizen.    (Hear,  hear.) 


EAST  ABERDEENSHIRE  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  and  Dinner  of  this  Association  was  held 
.  at  Maud  on  December  19,  Mr.  Johnston,  Aberdeen  (in  the 
-absence  of  Mr.  John  Grant,  President),  in  the  chair.    In  the 

course  of  the  evening  current  pharmaceutical  topics  were 
^discussed.    A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Grant,  the 

retiring  President,  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Lee,  Strichen,  was  elected 

President  for  the  ensuing  year. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  programme  for  the  second  half  of  the  session  has  now 
bsen  arranged,  and  is  as  follows  : — 


Jan.    9.— Smoking-concert  at  Frascati  Restaurant. 
Jan.  16.— Paper:  "Miscellaneous  Notes."     W.  Elborne,  B.A., 
F.L.S. 

Jan.  23.— Paper :  "  The  Structure  of  the  Human  Eye,  and  the 
Action  of  Certain  Drags  upon  it."    Dr.  Juler,  F.R.C.S. 
Jan.  28. — Tuesday.   Cinderella  dance,  Portman  Rooms. 
Feb.   6.— Short  papers  by  members. 

Feb.  13. — Paper  :  "  The    Chemical  Training    of  Pharmacists." 

J.  Castil  Evans,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Lecturer  on  Chemistry 

to  City  of  London  Guilds. 
Feb.  20.— Paper  :  "  Filtration."    W.  Manger. 
Feb.  27. — Paper:  "The  Digestive  Ferments  of  the  Pancreas." 

R.  H.  Jones. 

Mar.  5. — Annual  dinner,  King's  Hall,  Holboru  Restaurant.l 
Mar.  12.— Paper  :  "  Nutrient  Preparations  of  Beef."  A.  W.  Gerrard, 
F.C.S. 

Mar.  19. — Paper  :  "The  Rational  Pharmacist."   C.  Morley. 

Mar.  26.—  Social  evening. 

April  9.— Paper  :  "  Tannins."   W.  S.  Crouch. 

April  16.— Paper  :  "British  and  Foreign  Syrups."  J.  Ince,  F.C.S., 
Lecturer  on  Pharmacy  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

April  23. — Cinderella  dance,  Portman  Rooms. 

April  30. — Inspection  of  Messrs.  Idris  &  Co.'s  factories,  to  be  pre- 
ceded by  a  paper  from  Mr.  T.  H.  W".  Idris,  L.C.O.,  J.P. 

May    7. — Annual  general  meeting  and  election  of  new  Council.  . 

We  are  asked  to  state  that  tickets  for  the  smoking-concert 
next  week  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  T.  M.  Taylor,  13  Queen's 
Terrace,  St.  John's  Wood,  N.W.,  at  1*.  each.  We  hear  that 
the  entertainment  is  to  be  exceptional.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  is  to 
assist  Dr.  Reynolds  Green  in  directing  the  flow  of  con- 
viviality. 


Peteie— Ceabee. — On  December  25,  by  the  Rev.  M. 
White,  at  the  Qaeen's  Hotel,  Blairgowrie,  Mr.  J.  D.  Petrie, 
chemist,  to  Annie,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Crarer, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Blairgowrie. 

Peebble— Tunbeidge — At  St.  Thomas's  Cathedral,  Bom- 
bay, on  November  28,  John  George  Prebble,  F.C.S. ,  to  Fanny 
(Blanche)  Tunbiidge. 


©eatl)0. 


Ceaske. — The  death  has  taken  place  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Craske,  who  for  many  years  carried  on  business  as  a 
chemise  at  Holt,  North  Norfolk.  Subsequently  he  farmed 
at  Hindolvestone,  and  finally  retired  to  Cromer,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  75  years. 

Davies — On  January  1,  1896,  Jane,  beloved  wife  of  Mr. 
Hugh  Davies,  chemist,  Machynlleth.    Aged  38. 

Faething.— On  December  13,  Mr.  T.  W,  Farthing,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Camberwell.    Aged  36. 

Feeneley.— On  December  11,  Mr.  Charles  Ferneley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Worcester.    Aged  60. 

Geay. — On  December  5,  Mr.  R.  W.  Gray,  chemist  and 
druggist,  London,    Aged  25. 

Hall. — On  December  30,  at  his  residence,  46  Queen's 
Road,  Finsbury  Park,  Mr.  Thomas  Howard  Hall,  pharma- 
ceuticl  chemist,  after  a  long  illness. 

Spence. — The  death  has  occurred  of  Mr.  Jno.  Spence, 
chemist,  Hull.  Deceased  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr. 
Cannon,  chemist  and  druggist,  Leyburn. 

Thompson. — Alderman  William  Thompson,  the  doyen  of 
Sunderland  chemists  and  druggists,  died  at  The  Cedars, 
Sunderland,  on  December  31,  1895.  Mr.  Thompson  was 
born  at  Sunderland  on  April  7, 1810.  From  his  youth  he 
carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  at  87  High  Street  East, 
from  which  he  retired  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  received  a 
striking  proof  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
craft,  being  entertained  to  dinner  and  presented  with  a 
handsome  testimonial.  Mr.  Thompson  sat  on  the  Town 
Council  from  1847  to  1868,  when  he  was  elected  an  alder 
man.  He  occupied  the  mayoral  chair  for  eight  months  in 
I  1869,  and  during  the  year  following. 
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flew  Companies  ano  Company 
mews. 


Thresh's  Disinfector  (Limited). — Capital  30002.,  in 
12.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  a  certain  invention  by 
John  C.  Thresh,  medical  officer  of  health,  Chelmsfoid,  called 
an  "  improved  disinfector,"  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
the  said  J.  C.  Thresh,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in 
disinfecting  apparatus  and  machines,  disinfectants,  hygienic 
and  other  sanitary  fluids,  compounds,  and  substances.  Re- 
gistered without  articles  of  association. 

Matthews's  French  White-lead  Company  (Limited). 
— Capital  30,000/.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  smelters,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  lead,  de- 
silverisers,  chemists,  drysaltere,  oil  and  colour  men,  paint  and 
varnish  manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not 
fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  seven)  are  to  be  appoint*  d  by 
the  subscribers.  Qualification,  5002.  Remuneration.  6002.  per 
annum  and  a  share  in  the  profits,  divisible.  Registered 
office,  4  St.  Peter's  Alley,  Cornhill,  E  C. 

Burnham  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  100,0002.,  in 
25,000  "  A  "  and  75,000  "  B  "  shares  of  12.  each.  Objects  : 
To  enter  into  and  carry  into  effect  an  agreement  with  Fry  & 
Everitt,  and  to  carry  on  business  as  mine- owners,  engineers, 
founders,  smiths,  chemists,  smelters,  metallurgists,  gold  and 
silver  refiners,  machinists,  metal-workers,  millwrights,  &c. 
The  names  of  the  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than 
two  nor  more  than  five)  do  not  transpire.  Qualification, 
2502.  Remuneration,  2602.  each  per  annum.  Registered 
office,  28  Billiter  Buildings,  London,  E  C. 

Aerating  Citroid  Syndicate  (Limited).  —  Capital 
10,0002,,  in  12.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  Godfrey  Bamberg  and  Thomas  H.  Wells,  and  to  manu- 
facture, sell,  and  deal  in  machinery,  plant,  materials,  and 
other  things  for  manufacturing,  producing,  and  selling 
aerated  waters,  beverages  aod  essences.  The  first  directors 
are:— R.  L.  Allport,  T.  Hey  wood,  and  M.  J.  Wells.  Qualifi- 
cation, 100  shares.  Remuneration,  3002.  per  annum,  divisible, 
to  be  increased  according  to  profit.  Registered  office,  1 
Gresham  Buildings,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  B.C. 

Pbimitiva  Nitrate  Company  (Limited).  —  Capital 
40,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  grounds  and 
works  of  a  company  of  the  same  name,  now  in  liquidation, 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  said  company,  and 
Henry  D.  Eshelby.its  liquidator,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers,  importers,  merchants  and  vendors  of 
nitrate,  iodine,  and  other  products.  The  first  directors  are : — 
T.  Brocklebank,  J.  W.  Heblethwaite,  J.  T.  North,  R.  R. 
Lockett,  W.  J.  Lockett,  St.  John  Charlton  and  J.  E.  Rayner. 
Qualification,  1002.  Remuneration,  as  the  company  may 
decide. 

J.  McDougall  Smith  (Limited). — Capital  5002 ,  in  52. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  formerly  carried 
on  by  Joseph  M.  Smith  as  "J.  McDoagall  Smi  h,"  and  after- 
wards by  Fanny  Smith  at  Pendleton,  near  Manchester,  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  said  Fanny  Smith,  and  to 
manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  varnish,  japan,  gums,  turpen- 
tine, and  other  spirits,  oils,  paints,  and  colours  of  all  kinds. 
The  names  of  the  first  directors  are  not  given.  Qualification, 
five  shares.  Remuneration,  as  the  company  may  decide. 
Registered  office,  Ford  Lane  Varnish  Works,  Ford  Lane, 
Pendleton,  near  Manchester. 

Glass  Trust  (Limited).— Capital  16,0002.,  in  12.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going  concern,  and  carry 
on  the  business  of  glass-bottle  manufacturers  and  merchants 
carried  on  at  Audenshaw,  near  Manchester,  under  the  style  or 
firm  of  "  Fernley  &  Barker,"  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  C. 
H.  Fernley  and  G.  Barker,  and  to  acquire,  develop,  and  turn  to 
account  certain  patents  relating  to  improvements  in  stopper- 
ing bottles.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than 
two  nor  more  than  seven)  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  sub- 
scribers. Qualification  1,0002.  Remuneration  252.  each  per 
annum.  C.  H.  Fernley  and  G.  Barker  are  the  managing 
directors. 

Automatic  Diffuser  (Limited)  — Capital  6,0002.,  in 
12.  shares.    Objects  :  To  acquire  and  take  over  the  right  to 


manufacture  certain  antiseptics,  aDd  more  particularly  tue 
lights  of  the  "Automatic  Diffuser."  and  all  or  any  of  the 
liabilities  of  the  proprietor,  Dr.  John  J.  Hartnett ;  to 
enter  into  agreements  with  Dr.  J.  J.  Hartnett,  of  12  Upper 
Woburn  Place,  Tavistock  Square,  London,  aDd  G  Croydon 
Marks,  C.E.,  of  18  Southampton  Buildings,  London,  W.C. ; 
and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  deodorising  fluids  and 
powders,  all  kinds  of  disinfectants,  chemicals,  medicines, 
&c.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor 
more  than  seven)  are  Dr.  John  J.  Hartnett,  G.  C.  Marks, 
and  John  Bourne.  Remuneration  as  the  company  may 
decide. 

English  Diastasic  Malt  Extract  Compact 
(Limited). — Capital  15,0002.,  in  102  shares.  Objects :  To 
acquire  the  business  of  the  English  Diastasic  Malt  Extract 
Company,  carried  on  by  Robert  Free  and  Wm.  W.  Danielle, 
and  of  the  Concentrated  Beverages  Company  (Limited),  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  said  vendors,  and  to 
manufacture  and  deal  in  malt  extract,  raw  grain  extract, 
concentrated  wort,  pure  saccharum,  and  brewiDg-sogai  for 
brewers,  distillers,  bakers,  and  vinegar  brewers,  and  for 
medicinal  purposes,  and  also  intoxicating  and  non-intoxicat- 
ing beverages  of  all  kinds.  The  first  directois  (to  numbc 
not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  five)  are  to  be  appointed' 
by  the  subscribers.  Qualification,  twenty-five  shares.  Re- 
muneration, as  the  company  may  decide.  J.  E.  J.  Johnson 
is  to  be  the  managing  director.  Registered  office,  Mistlfey, 
Essex. 

The  Scottish  Medical  Defence  Association.  — 
Limited  by  guarantee  not  exceeding  12.  Registered  in  Edin- 
burgh. The  objects  of  the  Association  are  to  support  and 
protect  the  character  and  interests  of  medical  practitioners 
practising  in  Scotland  ;  to  advise,  defend,  or  assist  in  defend- 
ing members  of  the  Association  in  cases  where  proceedings 
involving  questions  of  professional  principle  or  practice  or 
otherwise  are  brought  against  them,  and  to  prosecute  where 
deemed  necessary  for  the  protection  of  such  member ;  to 
consider,  originate,  promote,  and  support  so  far  as  is  legal 
legislative  measures  likely  to  benefit  the  medical  profession, 
and  to  oppose  all  measures  calculated  to  injure  it ;  to  effect 
the  settlement  of  disputes  between  members  of  the  pro- 
fession who  are  members  of  tb.o  Association,  and  who  as 
such  bind  themselves  to  subject  all  ^such  disputes  on  ques- 
tions involving  professional  principles  or  practice  to  arbitra- 
tion, &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — Norman  Walker,  M.B., 
7  Manor  Place,  Edinburgh  ;  James  Welsh,  M.D .  Bow  Butts 
House,  Kinghorn,  Fifeshire ;  Robert  Spence,  M  B  ,  C  M.,  St. 
Ninian's,  Burntisland  ;  James  Crawford  Gibb  Macnab,  M.B  , 
CM.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  D.P.H.,  Dysart;  John  Smith.  M  D.,  Bryce- 
hall,  Kirkcaldy;  A.  Leslie  Curror,  M.B.,  CM.,  Viewioxth 
Terrace,  Kirkcaldy  ;  John  Sutherland  Mackay.  M.D.,  Kirk- 
caldy. The  registered  cflne  is  at  27  Charlotte  Square, 
Edinburgh. 

Inman'S  Stores. — Registered  in  Edinburgh.  Capital 
15,0002.,  divided  into  1,000  founders'  shares  of  62.  each,  and 
9,000  ordinary  shares  of  12.  each.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the 
goodwill  of  the  businesses  car.ied  on  at  8  Shaodwick 
Place,  46  Leith  Street,  and  1  South  Clerk  Street,  Edinburgh, 
and  at  103  Kirkgate,  Leith,  under  the  style  of  William 
Inman  &  Co.  (Limited),  to  eDgage  in,  undertake,  conduct, 
and  carry  on  the  businesses  of  chemists,  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  oil  and  colour  men,  importers  and  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  medicinal,  chemical,  industrial,  and  other 
preparations  and  articles,  and  makers  of  and  dealers  in 
proprietary  articles  of  all  kinds  and  toilet-requisites,  and  of 
electrical,  chemical,  photograpbical,  surgical,  and  scientific 
apparatus  and  materials.  Tbe  first  subscribers  are  : — Fred 
Willans,  chemist's  assistant,  26  Montpelier  Park,  Edinburgh  ; 
W.  Murray,  chemist  and  druggist,  14  Gardner's  Cres., 
Edinburgh;  Alex.  B.  McCrither,  chemist,  16  Forbes  Road, 
Edinburgh ;  Thos.  HalUday,  warehouseman,  16  Viewforth, 
Edinburgh ;  John  Pottie,  chemist's  assistant,  81  Mont- 
gomerie  Street,  Edinburgh ;  Edwin  Coates,  chemist  and 
druggist,  6  South  Clerk  Street,  Edinburgh;  Wm.  Smith 
Bell,  chemist  and  druggist,  345  Leith  Walk,  Leith  (holders 
of  one  share  each).  The  first  directors  are  Wm.  Ionian, 
15  Cluny  Gardens,  managing  director,  Frederick  Willans.. 
Alex.  B.  McCrither,  Edinburgh,  and  James  Henry  Inman, 
1  Framlington  Place,  Newcastle. 
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The  Clippen's  Petroleum  Oil  Company — The  report 
for  the  twelve  months  ended  September  30  of  tbis  company 
shows  a  net  loss  for  the  year  of  2,8832.,  to  which  has  to  be 
added  the  loss  brought  forward  of  last  year,  10,6722.,  making 
a  total  of  13,555?.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  works 
had  to  be  closed  owing  to  the  coal  strike.  Although  the 
prices  for  oils  have  ruled  higher  during  the  past  few  months, 
that  advance  has  not  yet  begun  to  tell  on  the  company's 
receipts  so  far  as  the  present  report  is  concerned.  Stocks 
have  been  taken  at  the  low  prices  fixed  when  the  company 
took  possession,  but  contracts  have  been  entered  into  at  the 
advanced  prices  now  ruling,  a  profit  from  which  has  already 
beea  realised,  and  will  count  in  the  current  year's  results. 


Bankruptcy  TReports. 


Mb  Albert  Franci3  German,  trading  as  A.  F.  German 
&  Co.,  Mullingar,  and  the  Dublin  Mineral- Water  Company, 
24  Great  Strand  Street,  Dublin. 

The  statement  of  affairs  filed  under  this  failure  shows 
total  liabilities  1,1672.  lis.  Id.,  and  assets,  consisting  of 
stack-in-trade  (cost  6152.),  estimated  to  produce  4942. 14s.  Id. ; 
horses,  702. ;  vans,  &c.,  valued  at  1542. ;  plant  and  machinery 
(cost  5522.),  estimated  to  produce  3952.  13s. ;  plant  at 
Mullingar  (cost  722 ),  estimated  to  realise  512.  10s.;  other 
effects  valued  at  102  ;  book-debts,  good,  doubtful,  and  bad, 
4252.,  estimated  to  produce  2142.— total,  1,3912.  7s.  Id.  The 


principal  creditors  are : — 

£  .  a. 

Cherry  &  Small,  Dubliu   44  0  0 

Clayton  &  Jowett,  Liverpool   10  0  0 

Dublin  Manure  Company.  Dublin      . .       . .       . .  30  0  0 

Dunn,  S.  J.,  Dublin    58  0  0 

Gaynor,  J.,  &  Sons,  Dublin    10  0  0 

German,  J.  P.,  Liverpool. .       .,    80  0  0 

Gethings  &  Co.,  Dublin  . .       . .    22  0  0 

Kendall,  P.,  &  Son,  Stratford   54  0  0 

Leckie,  J.,  Dublin                           .   64  0  0 

'       Malum,  J.  C,  Dublin    17  0  0 

Marlborough  Mills  Company,  Dublin   23  0  0 

Murphy,  M.,  Dublin    12  0  0 

Redfearn  Brothers,  Barnsley   102  0  0 

Rylands,  Dan.  (Limited),  Barnsley   33  0  0 

Stevenson  &  Howell,  London   3300 

Wilson,  Salomon  &  Co.  (Limited),  Loudon   ..       ..  2d  0  0 


Be  William  Henry  Gerard,  Ilkeston, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

This  debtor,  who  was  examined  at  the  Derby  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  December  24,  informed  the  Official  Receiver  that 
he  commenced  business  as  a  chemist  in  White  Lion  Square, 
Ilkeston,  in  October,  1891,  with  a  capital  of  1202.  He  gave 
90'.  for  the  business,  and  for  the  first  two  years  he  made 
sufficient  to  keep  it  going  and  pay  his  way  Afterwards  his 
wife  lent  him  various  sums,  about  502.  in  all,  to  meet  his 
accounts.    The  examination  was  closed. 


<5a3ette, 

PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Haggas,  C.  S.,  and  Walton,  S.,  under  the  style  of  S.  Walton  &  Co., 

Shipley,  soap  manufacturers. 
MaPSh,  J.  J.,  and  Milne,  J.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Marsh  &  Milne, 

Fenchurch  Street,  E.G.,  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Marshall,  A.  W.,  and  Marshall,  C,  under  the  style  of  Marshall 

Brothers,  Huntingdon,  brewers  and  mineral-water  manufacturers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS.  1883  AND  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Spei'.cer,  William  Henry,  St.  Leoaard's-on-Sea,  late  Clifton,  doctor 
of  medicine. 

The  following  amended  notice  is  substituted  for  that  published  in  the 

London  Gazette  of  April  12, 1895  : 
Skentelbery,  Thomas,  Bicester,  chemist  and  druggist's  assistant. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Bishop,  George  Henry,  Bristol,  veterinary  surgeon  and  shoeing- 
•  smith,  carrying  on  business  with  Henry  Augustus  Rumboll  as 
Rumboll  &  Bishop — discharge  granted  conditionally. 


2>eeo0  of  arrangement 


Cook,  W.,  &  Co.  (William  Cook  trading  as),  Commercial  Road,  Exeter, 
aerated- water  manufacturers.  Trustee,  Albert  L.  Honey,  23  Catherine 
Street,  Exeter,  accouatant.  Dated  December  10;  filed  December  18. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  3767. 18s.  Id.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  2211. 16s.  8d. 


The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Boake,  A.,  Roberts  &  Co.,  London    15  0  0 

Breffit,  Edgar,  &  Co.  (Limited),  London       . .       . .  87  0  0 

Bush,  W.  J.,  &  Co.,  London       . .       . .       . .       . .  49  0  0 

French,  W.,  &  Co.,  Exeter    57  0  0 

Hill,  W.,  Tiverton   30  0  0 

Norrington  &  Son,  Exeter                                  . .  58  0  0 

Tapper,  W.  H.,  Exeter   30  0  0 


Reinecke,  John  Joseph,  24  Hfssle  Road,  Hull,  herbalist.  Dated 
December  16;  filed  December  25.  Liabilities  unsecured,  286Z.  4s.  3d. 
Composition  of  5s.  in  the  pound,  payable  by  two  equal  instalments, 
within  seven  days  from  registration  hereof  and  July  31  next  respec- 
tively, both  secured  by  a  surety.    Tne  following  are  scheduled  as 


creditors  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Hill,  Thomas,  Hull         ..       ..     1   32  0  0 

Hobbs,  William,  &  Sons,  Maidstone   86  0  0 

Lumley,  L.,  &  Co.,  London    10  0  0 

Potter  &  Clarice,  London    47  0  0 

Robinson  &  Emerson,  Grimsby..       ..       ..       ..  91  0  0 


Mtll0  of  Steceaseo  Cbemlsts. 


The  will  of  Colonel  Charles  Mumby,  J.P.,  C.C.,  of  Gosport, 
chemist  and  mineral-water  maker,  who  died  on  October  31 
at  Waterloo  Station,  has  been  proved  in  London  by  Mr. 
Chas.  John  Everitt  Mumby,  of  Gosport,  mineral-water 
maker,  Dr.  Bonner  Harris  Mumby,  of  Portsmouth,  sons ; 
and  Mr.  George  Cooke,  of  Gosport,  grocer,  the  executors,  by 
whom  the  testator's  personalty  is  sworn  at  25,6242.  6s.  6d. 
gross,  and  24,7112.  7s.  lid.  net. 

The  will  of  Sir  George  Martin  Holloway,  co-proprietor  of 
the  patent- medicine  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Thos.  Holloway, 
has  been  proved  at  the  Principal  Probate  Registry.  The 
testator,  who  died  on  August  14,  at  Cologne,  leaves  gross 
personalty  amounting  to  66,7472.  8s.  6d.,  and  net  of 
48,8222.  17s.  bd.  The  executors  are  Mr.  E.  E.  Green  well, 
solicitor,  36  Lime  Street,  E.C. ;  Mr.  W.  L.  Greenwell,  2  Finch 
Lane;  and  Mr.  V.  L.  Oliver,  of  Sunninghill. 


ftraoe  motes. 


Messes.  W.  B.  Fordham  &  Sons  (Limited),  York  Road, 
London,  N.,  have  become  sole  London  consignees  of  Gordon 
&;  Dilworth's  tomato  catsup. 

We  have  received  a  number  of  almanacks  and  calendars 
from  retailers  during  the  past  week,  and  when  the  stream 
stops  flowing  we  shall  have  sometbing  to  say  about  them. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Charles,  chemist  and  perfumer,  Loughborough, 
has  bit  on  a  good  idea  with  his  "  everlasting  button- holes." 
He  puts  up  in  a  Is.  box  a  well-made  sprig  of  an  artificial 
flower — a  little  bunch  qf  violets  or  hawthorn- blossom,  for 
instance — and  supplies  in  the  same  box  a  little  bottle  of 
perfume  by  which  the  odour  can  be  at  any  time  renewed. 

We  received  on  New  Year's  Day  a  copy  of  the  1896 
"  Catalogue  of  Patent  Medicines  and  Proprietary  Articles  " 
issued  by  Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Leith  Walk,  Edin- 
burgh. It  is  a  well-arranged  and  complete  catalogue,  and 
contains  subsidiary  lists  of  special  manufactures  for  which 
the  firm  have  long  been  sole  Scotch  agents.  A  useful  feature 
of  the  list,  and  one  not  generally  given  in  patent-medicine 
lists,  is  a  grouping  of  new  synthetic  remedies,  in  which  their 
constitution,  therapeutic  uses,  and  doses  are  given.  This 
section  might  be  extended  with  advantage,  and,  as  it  will 
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ensure  preservation  of  the  catalogae,  it  should  be  mentioned 
in  a  contents  page.  We  observe  that  the  firm  have  added 
capsnle  manufacturing  to  their  business. 

The  Frame  Food  Company  (Limited),  who  have  for  some 
time  adopted  the  policy  of  refusing  to  supply  either  whole- 
sale or  retail  dealers  with  their  Frame  Food  Diet  and  other 
Frame  Food  preparations  except  under  conditions  which 
ensure  a  strict  adherence  to  a  minimum  retail  price,  have 
found  the  result  so  satisfactory,  as  far  as  the  retail  trade 
is  concerned,  that  from  the  begiuning  of  this  year  they  have 
developed  it  still  further  by  deciding  to  supply  any  person 
who  can  take  2.1.  worth  of  their  articles  on  their  very  best 
discount.  This  will  ensure  a  profit  of  20  per  cent,  when 
only  the  minimum  stipulated  retail  price  is  obtained,  or  of 
30  per  cent,  if  the  full  advertised  prices  are  charged. 

Pine-tar  Soap — Mr.  A.  Lndovic,  of  Margate,  who  lai 
recently  beaten  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  on  the 
question  as  to  whether  his  pine-tar  soap  is  liable  to  stamp- 
duty  or  not,  is  now  introducing  the  soap  to  the  notice  of  the 
trade  through  this  journal.  We  have  examined  the  soap  and 
find  it  to  be  a  good  combination  of  Norway  pine-tar  with  a 
palm-oil  soap  basis,  the  perfume  of  the  soap  being  superior 
to  what  is  generally  observed  in  soaps  of  this  kind,  and 
although  the  soap  has  not  the  elegance  of,  say  vinolia, 
owing  to  the  brown  colour  of  the  tar,  it  has  some  good  points 
as  such  soaps  go.  For  example,  it  leaves  no  sticky,  tarry 
spots  upon  the  skin,  or  upon  the  washing- utensils,  and  it  is 
of  real  value  as  a  complexion  and  skin  soap.  It  is  put  up  in 
6d.  cakes,  each  of  which  is  equal  in  weight  to  the  old- 
fashioned  Is.  9d.  balls,  which  are  still  familiar  to  many  in 
the  trade, 

"  Ouit  Treasures." — This  is  the  title  which  the  Liquor 
Carnis  Company  have  given  to  a  clever  little  brochure  on 
infant- feeding  which  they  have  just  published.  Their  argu- 
ment is  that  the  deficiency  of  fat  and  iron  in  the  foods  of 
infancy  is  the  main  cause  of  many  anaemic,  rickety,  and 
strumous  children.  They  also  show  that  the  common  enough 
notion  that  children  cannotassimilateanimal  food  is  erroneous, 
for  if  nitrogenous  and  fatty  food  is  presented  to  them  in 
proper  form  it  is  assimilated  readily,  and  does  not  cause 
gastric  disturbance.  Although,  if  we  were  asked  to,  we  could 
not  endorse  everything  in  the  brochure,  we  agree  with  it  in 
the  main.  Ulteriorly  "  Our  Treasures,  and  How  to  Keep  Them  " 
shows  the  advantages  of  "  Virol,"  and  a  whole  chapter  of  it 
is  devoted  to  virol  dishes — a  series  of  clever  culinary  recipes. 
The  brochure  should  increase  the  demand  for  "  Virol,"  which 
to  retailers  is  perhaps  the  chief  consideration.  The  company 
also  inform  us  that  they  have  published  in  canvas  form  a 
folding  case  for  ttavellers'  use,  bound  in  cloth,  containing 
illustrations  of  the  different  foods  they  manufacture.  This, 
they  tell  us,  has  the  merit  of  always  appearing  neat, 
portable,  and  unobtrusive.  Any  firm  wishing  to  get  one  of 
these  "  Silent  Sample  Sheets  "  for  their  travellers  should  write 
to  the  company  at  Aston  Clinton,  Bucks. 

Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.'s  price-list  has  now  be- 
come so  familiar  to  the  drug-trade  of  the  British  Empire, 
owing  to  its  distribution  through  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, that  we  feel  sure  the  trade  will  welcome  the  appear- 
ance of  the  first  revised  issue  for  1896.  We  have  an  advance 
copy  of  it  before  us.  We  happened  to  open  it  at  page  36, 
where  india-rubber  water-bags  are  illustrated  and  quoted, 
and  were  surprised  to  find  that  the  prices  have  not  been 
raised  Bince  July,  although  there  has  been  a  sharp  advance 
in  rubber.  The  whole  catalogue  appears  to  have  undergone 
thorough  revision.  We  find,  in  looking  through  the  net  list 
of  patents  that  there  are  thirty-one  medicines  saleable  only 
by  chemists  and  druggists,  and  twenty-five  firms  (exclusive 
of  Blondeau  et  Cie.)  have  fixed  minimum  prices  for  their 
goods.  The  goods  to  which  the  latter  applies  are — Allen  & 
Hanburys',  Anglo-Swiss  Company's  condensed  milk,  Bird's 
powders,  Celery  coffee,  Epps's  jujubes,  Elliman's,  Enameline, 
Liebig's  extract,  Frame  Food,  Frog  in  Your  Throat,  Hall's 
coca-winc,  Hopgood's  preparations,  June's  bath^salt,  Kem- 
merichs'  peptone,  Koptica,  Marris's  tablet,  Mellin's  food, 
Miihlens'  perfumes,  Sanford's  poison,  Schweitzer's  cocoatina, 
Stern's  goods,  Thornton's  extract,  Van  Houten's  cocoa, 
Wasmuth's  Rings,  and  Water's  wines.  Information  of  this 
nature  is  very  useful,  and  we  hope  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  & 
Co.  will  keep  it  up. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Delve  has  removed  to  310  Stretford  Road, 
Manchester. 

Messrs.  Oakes  &  Gardiner  have  taken  over  Mr.  George 
E.  Knight's  business  at  Ely. 

Mr.  James  Townsend,  medical-label  printer,  of  Exeter, 
has  opened  a  London  office  at  2  and  3  Stonecutter  Street, 
Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 

Messrs.  Corbtn,  Stacey  k  Co.  are  greatly  enlarging 
their  Holborn  warehouses,  in  order  to  cope  with  their 
increasing  wholesale  and  export  business. 

Messes.  Bryce  &  Rumpfp,  of  13  Fish  Street  Hill,  E  C , 
announce  that  they  have  ceased  to  represent  the  Faxben- 
fabriken,  vorm.  Friedr.  Bayer  &  Co.,  of  Elberfeld. 

Mr.  S.  Figgis  has  given  Messrs.  T.  E.  C.  Bates  and  T.  H. 
Urwick,  who  have  been  associated  with  him  for  some  jears, 
the  procuration-signature  of  his  firm  : — S.  Figgis  &  Co. 

Messrs.  Aillon,  Aramayo  &  Co.,  South  American 
merchants,  of  Billiter  Buildings,  E.C,  have  changed  the 
style  of  their  firm  to  Avelino,  Aramayo  &  Co.,  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  house  remaining  as  heretofore. 

Messrs.  H.  &  A.  Hawley,  of  38  Lime  Street,  E  C,  an- 
nounce that  Mr.  F.  A.  Hawley,  the  eldest  son  of  their  senior 
partner,  has  been  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  firm,  and 
that  Mr.  E.  J.  Tobin  has  retired  from  the  house. 

Messrs.  S.  Rccker  &  Co.,  produce-brokers,  of  12  Great 
Tower  Street,  E.C,  and  Messrs.  Rothwell,  Marshall  &  Co., 
produce-brokers,  of*  59  Eastcheap,  EC,  have  amalgamated 
their  respective  businesses  under  the  name  of  S.  Rocker, 
Marshall  &  Co. 

Messrs.  August  Faber  &  Co.,  export  drug-merchants,  of 
60  Mark  Lane,  E.C,  announce  that  Mr.  Heinrich  Bluhm  has 
ceased  to  be  a  partner,  and  that  the  business  will  be  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Robert  Faber,  Mr.  Edmund  Bluhm,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Wood. 

Mr  Donald  Watson,  who  was  for  many  years  conceded 
with  Messrs.  Johnson  k.  Johnson,  manufacturing  chemists, 
of  Finsbury,  E.C ,  has  accepted  the  position  of  manager  of 
Messrs.  Fuerst  Brothers'  metallurgical  department  at  the 
Wood  Street  smelting-works. 

Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson  have  admitted  into 
partnership  another  of  Mr.  Charles  Maw's  sons,  Mr.  Mowbray 
Trentham  Maw,  who  has  for  some  time  held  the  procuration 
of  the  firm.  The  present  partners  in  the  firm  are  Messrs. 
Charles  Maw,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Trentham  Maw, 
and  Mowbray  Trentham  Maw. 

Mb.  G.  C  G.  Fbeudentheil  has  established  himself  at 
21  Mincing  Lane,  E.C,  as  a  commission  and  general 
merchant  in  drugs,  drysalteries,  &c,  under  the  style  of 
Freudentheil  &  Co.  Mr.  J.  G.  Jahn,  formerly  manager  of 
the  drug-department  of  the  firm  of  Grosscurth  &  Luboldt, 
will  assist  in  the  conduct  of  the  business,  and  sign  by  pro- 
curation. 

Next  month  Messrs.  A.  &  M.  Zimmerman  will  remove 
from  Cross  Lane  to  much  larger  premises  at  9  &  10  St.  Mary- 
at-Hill,  E.C.  The  change  is  principally  due  to  the  necessity 
they  will  be  under  to  keep  a  large  stock  of  photographic 
chemicals  made  by  the  firm  of  Schering,  in  Berlin,  who  have 
just  completed  a  new  factory  at  Charlottenburg,  near  Berlin, 
exclusively  for  the  manufacture  of  photographic  chemicals. 
It  is  said  that  this  is  the  largest  works  of  its  kind  in  the 
world. 

The  Farbenfabbiken,  vorm.  Friedr.  Bayer  &  Co., 
of  Elberfeld,  announce  that  their  agency  for  the  sale  of 
alizarine,  analine,  and  pharmaceutical  products  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  has  been  transferred  from  Messrs. 
Bryce  &  Rumpff  to  the  Elberfeld  Farbenfabriken  Company 
(Limited),  with  offices  and  stores  in  Manchester,  Bradford, 
Glasgow,  and  London.  Mr.  W.  T.  Alexander,  late  principal 
of  MesBrs.  Bryce  &  Rumpff  in  Manchester  and  Bradford, 
will  act  as  managing  director  to  the  factory  at  the  London 
offices,  19  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  E.C. ;  Mr.  Kellner  will  manage 
the  Manchester  branch,  and  Mr.  Diessner  that  in  Glasgow. 
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John  as  Jjrarmaast 

SEPTEMBER  POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 


FOR  smart  rhymesters  commend  us  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  subscribers.  Nothing  comes  amiss  to  them. 
Four  months  ago  the  director  of  our  engraving  department 
turned  out  a  neglected  block  with  the  laconic  demand, 
"What's  that?"  The  reply  was  also  dissyllabic,  and  re- 
sulted in  the  suggestion  to  put  the  matter  before  our  sub- 
scribers, for  in  the  multitude  of  councillors  there  is  wisdom. 
We  ask  those  who  have  not  competed  to  look  at  the  picture 
once  again. 


A  ..  'V 


Mr,  J.  S.  Goddard,  Marjleb:ne,  informs  us  that  it  is  "A 
."Locum  Te'a)nens,"  which  is  not  bad. 

Mr.  A.  Felthouse  throws  more  light  upon  it.  He  writes  :  — 

This  Chinee  sells  ELCL  and  KC103, 

The  first  bleaches  the  hair  t'other  sends  to  jeopardee. 

The  H2S04  he  sells  for  jilted  young  damsels, 

The  ZnS04  to  cool  the  eyes  of  dashing  belles. 

His  country  yields  us  rhubarb,  menthul,  camphor,  fennel-seeds. 

And,  though  a  Chinese  chemist,  yet  I  think  he  hails  from  Leeds. 

Whereupon  we  appealed  to  Mr.  Fred.  Reynolds,  of  Leeds, 
who  confesses  that  he  perpetrated  the  picture  "as  a  sar- 
castic skit  on  what  the  trade  is  coming  to — i  e ,  the  employ- 
ment of  Chinese  assistants."  Let  us  see  what  some  of 
•the  competitors  think  of  it.  We  give  their  verses  without 
-comment : — 

This  rollicking  heathen  Chinee  is  a  chemist  of  high  degree, 
As  can  be  easily  guessed  by  the  signs  on  his  chest, 
Two  i's,  two  y's,  and  dd. 

This  highly-trained  heathen  Chinee,  in  his  elegant  pharmacee. 
Has  rum-looking  scales,  like  snakes  and  pigs'  tails, 

With  a  string  at  the  end— don't  you  see  ? 

Tills  industrious  heathen  Chinee  has  a  helper  named  Lung  Chee  Wee, 
With  any  amount  of  signs  on  his  counter, 
Such  Ss  PI  or  KC103. 

R.  J.  MACDERMOTT. 


This  pharmacist, 
Though  of  a  humble  stock,  undoubtedly 
Was  fashioned  to  much  honour  from  his  cradle. 
He  was  a  scholar,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one, 
Exceeding  wise,  fair  spoken,  and  persuading  ; 
Lofty  and  sour  to  them  that  loved  him  not ; 
But,  to  those  men  that  sought  him,[sweet  as  summer. 

Axx  S.  Weight. 

Now,  our  brother  chip,  Sing  Foo  Choo  Chaw, 

A  dispenser  neat  and  true, 
Is  evidently  intent  on  a  mixture  meant 

For  his  Highness  the  Mik-a-do. 

Some  white  shark's  jaw  and  lobster's  claw, 

With  a  variety  of  "  Tit  Bits  "  new, 
He'll  use  to  prepare  this  mixture  rare 

For  his  Highness  the  Mik-a-do. 

With  serpents'  eggs  and  animals'  glauds 

And  tabloids  made  with  glue, 
With  treatment  antiseptic  and  syringes  aseptic 

He'll  dose  the  poor  Mik-a-do. 

With  a  delicate  touch,  not  a  grain  too  much, 

Dispenses  good  Sing  Foo  Choo  ; 
With  manners  most  mystical  and  sigus  cabalistical, 

For  his  Highness  the  Mik-a-do. 

And  when  once  again  his  Majesty's  pain 
Sing  has  cured  by  this  treatment  new, 

He'll  have  wives  half  a  score  and  a  knighthood  or  more, 
From  his  Highness  the  great  Mik-a-do. 

J.  MAUItlCE  TliEXEER. 

For  a  pharmacist  skilled,  without  passing  the  "  Minor," 

In  the  ways  of  mankind,  commend  me  to  China. 

Ah  Sin's  mouth  goes  up  with  a  comical  twist, 

As  the  balance  lie  helps  with  a  turn  of  his  wrist. 

Deficient  in  nose,  yet  he  knows  quite  enough, 

How  to  fill  his  prescriptions  with  atl  quantum  suff. 

Foreign  devils  he  would  give  something  stronger  than  tea  : 

Schedule  1  would  be  favoured  in  no  small  degree. 

Let  us  hope  he  may  stay  in  his  own  flow'ry  land, 

Earn  his  twopence  a  day,  with  his  match-making  band. 

If  in  pharmacies  fitted  to  Western  ideas, 

The  better  for  us,  the  sooner  he  clears  . 

And  returns  to  gum  opii,  tea,  and  boiled  rice  : 

John  Chinaman's  physic  it  would  not  be  nice. 

W.  Sharpe. 

I'm  Ah  Qua,  the  apotheearee  ; 

I'm  cousin  to  Bret  Harte's  Ah  Sin  ; 
For  I'm  bland  and  I'm  childlike,  you  see, 

And  I'd  bluih  from  the  brow  to  the  chin  — 
Dimpled  chin — 
Should  a  whisper  of  guile  come  from  me. 

Scales  look  rather  crooked,  you  say  1 

Like  the  ways  of  the  world,  so  I'm  told  ; 

But  you  will  observe,  if  you  may, 
The  method  by  which  is  controlled — 

Quite  controlled — 

The  loss  by  too  much  overweigh. 

I  grind  up  the  legs  of  the  hen, 

And  I  weigh  out  the  teeth  of  the  gnat, 
And  I  add  a  blue  snail  now  and  then, 
Or  the  tail  of  Manchurian  cat — 

'Churian  cat- 
To  make  physic  for  sick  Chinamen. 

We've  no  stores  in  our  countaree, 

So  we  grin  as  we  rake  in  our  pile  ; 
And  we'll  stick  to  our  poor  pharmacee, 

And  won't  give  it  up  for  a  while — 
Quite  a  while— 
To  which  brother  Ah  Sin  does  agree. 

W.  C. 

At  354,  in  the  famed  C.  <t  D., 

Is  a  picture  of  one  at  his  drachms, 
Who  makes  up  prescrips.  to  agree  with  B.P., 

And  bows  to  all  with  salaams. 

The  picture  is  meant  for  the  "  Heathen  Chinee," 

Who  there  as  a  dispenser  poses  ; 
But  we  hope  that  our  friend  the  Ed.  of  C.  &  D. 

Will  ne\r  need  one  of  his  doses. 

Ecyoj.  W.  , 
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Wunny-Fo-Tee. 

Who's  this  that  I  see  a-grinning  at  me 
From  out  the  inside  of  the  grave  C.  <t  D.  ? 
'Tis  Wunny-Fo-Tee,  in  his  gay  pharmaeee, 
Who's  looking  as  happy  as  happy  can  be, 
Because  a  prescription  of  A  1  description 
Has  come  to  his  net,  which  I'm  sure  you'll  agree 
'Is  enough  to  make  any  pain  horrified  flee. 
"  Take  thou  ten  grains  or  S3  of  pulv.  Hastiness  co." 
(Made  of  dried  powdered  sea-slugs  and  rats'-tails  q  s. 
With  puppy-dogs'  pepsin).    I'm  sure  you'll  confess 
'  That  it's  almost  emetic  tu  think  of  this  meas, 
"  Mitte  24  dozen.    Ut  dictum  sumendus." 
From  drugging  like  this  may  great  Galen  defend  us. 
If  you  could  but  see  a  "John  "  Pharmacopoeia, 
Your  stars  that  you  be  a  "  white  devil "  you'd  bless. 
.Sow  Dr.  Lum-Ko  orders  ten  grains  or  so. 
This  somewhat  loose  method  is  needful,  I  trow. 
For  look  at  the  scales  !    Here  my  knowledge  quite  fails. 
How  they  e'er  weigh  at  all  I'm  "  consarned  "  if  I  know. 
Now,  some  letters  impressed  "  fine  and  large  "  on  the  breast— 
'  That  is,  on  the  "pinny  "—of  Wunny  I  see, 
.And  though  I'm  a  jackass  at  reading  Chinee, 
Don't  think  that  will  be  any  drawback  to  me ; 
For  my  fine  frenzied  eye  sees  intuitively 
That  this  is  the  meaning  :— "  Me  Wunny-Fo-Tee, 
Me  No.  1  chemist,  sell  welly  good  dlug  ; 
Me  pass  'zamination  which  prove  me  no  '  mug.'  " 
And  if  any  aspersion  should  meet  this  assertion, 
■He's  copied  in  rows— where  from,  goodness  knows— 
Down  the  front  of  his  counter  the  legend  which  shows, 
In  characters  English,  you  here  may  expect, 
Whenever  you're  laid  up,  your  medicines  made  up 
Mo3t  carefully — that  is,  words  to  that  effect. 
And  of  chemical  symbols  he,  too,  makes  a  fuss, 
Whereof  no  one's  the  wiser  if  no  one's  the  woss. 
Then  the  other  queued  chap  you  see,  front  of  the  pharmacy, 
A  few  paces  distant,  'a  Hee-Haw  the  ass-istant 
Who's  calling  the  boy,  saying,  "  Smasli-Breae,  come  here 
'-There's  tome  powders  to  take  to  old  Mrs.  Oh-Dear." 

Geo.  P.  Smith  (Me3iina). 

Nightmare. 

.Oh !  ghastly  dream  of  future  fate  ! 

Is't  this  we  have  to  dread  ? 
Will  mixing  drugs  make  bald  the  pate, 

And  pigtail  every  head  V 
Will'tturn  our  eyes  with  squinty  leer, 

Our  ears  all  upward  cast, 
And  cause  our  rosy  cheeks  so  queer 

A  yellow  tint  to  blast, 

All  hope  to  squelch  ? 

A  vaunt !  thou  phantom  Chinese  dog! 

By  mortar  aDd  by  pestle, 
By  Galen's  shade,  worn  thin  as  fog, 

Against  thee  I  will  wrestle. 
Bo,  clutching  fiercely,  I  his  head 

In  Chancery  get  with  ease. 
And  punch  till — I  fall  out  of  bed  : 
,  'Tis  nightmare,  born  of  cheese 

In  rabbit  Welsh. 

Faii.te. 

'The  C.  <fc  D,  has  always  something  new 
.And  now  presents  a  pharmacy  to  view 
Where  physic  is  dispensed,  alas !  how  true  ? 

The  operator  may  seem  somewhat  queer, 
For  poison  he  is  weighing  without  fear 
Of  giving  over-weight,  'tis  very  clear. 

His  weighs  are  scarcely  up  to  date,  you  say  : 
His  face,  0  Lor' !  as  handsome  us  his  pay, 
Would  tend  to  drive  each  scrap  of  trade  away. 

But  trade  he  docs,  in  spite  of  all  defects  ; 
'The  line  of  close-cut  patents  he  rejects. 
Now,  wherc's  the  moral  of  these  grand  effects  ? 

Of  advertising  he  has  learned  the  art ; 

E'en  chest-protectors  turned  into  a  mart  ; 

The  mystic  signs— who  knows  ?— read  acid.  tavt. 

3o  pil'ers  all  who  fain  would  gain  the  top 
As  pigtail  has  this  ugly  Chinese  sop. 
Must  advertise  Without  a  break  or  drop. 

R&NDALLETI1X, 


This  is  the  chemist  of  far  Cathay. 

Sweetly  he  smiles,  as  he  stands  all  day, 

Carefully  weighing  out  scruple  and  drachm, 

In  his  "  Inglese"  shop  by  remote  Siam. 

Counter,  and  carboy,  and  specie-jar. 

Scales  and  spatula— there  they  are  ; 

And  "that  heathen  Chinee  is  peculiar  " 

In  other  respects,  beside  the  games 

Which  he  played  of  old  upon  "  truthful  James.' 

For  his  counter  the  wropg  way  seems  to  face, 

And  the  chemist,  methinks,  is  out  of  place, 

Lolling  about  with  an  easy  air, 

Turning  his  back  to  his  customer. 

Ami  scales  like  his  you  never  saw 

From  May  &  Roberts  or  Solomoa  Maw  ; 

And  his  smile  is  quite  too  absurdly  gay 

For  a  pharmacist,  even  in  far  Cathay. 

And  the  sense  of  it  all  is  dark  to  me, 

Unless  the  E  litor  means  that  we 

Must  soon  give  plate  to  the  cheap  Chinee, 

Who  alone  can  live  upon  pharmacy. 

And  that's  why  he  smiles  aud  looks  as  giy 

Aa — I,  if  that  guinea  shoe.!.!  come  my  way  ! 


AP0IETE3. 


There  was  a  young  heathen  Clauee, 
Had  a  lovely  West -end  pharmaeee  : 
But  his  balance  and  string  would  have  shocked  ' 
If  lie  had  been  there  just  to  see. 


0-ertlm° 


Jim. 

Chemist,  namee  Ching-Chang, 
Wished  to  send  to  Bing-Bang 

His  old  pal,  a  little  Japanee. 
Powder  weighed ;  then — ping-pang  ! ' 
Bits  of  Chinee — ding-dang  I 

CjHs  3  times  NOa. 

A.  N.  M. 

It  is  difficult  to  exclude  some  of  these  verses  from  recog 
ration,  they  are  so  good.  For  appropriateness  "  Apoietes  " 
lines  are,  we  think,  tbe  best,  and  for  musical  ring  "  W.  C.'s" 
verses  are  hard  to  beat.  We  award  the  guinea  to  the 
former  and  10s.  6d.  to  "  YV.  C."    Will  they  claim  the  prizes? 
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practical  motes  ano  ^formula?. 


Ked  Colouring  for  Drinks. 
This  is  a  German  formula.  Dry  5  parts  of  red  beetroot 
in  an  oven,  then  macerate  it  for  twenty-four  hours  in  4  paTts 
of  dilute  acetic  acid.  Strain,  press,  and  evaporate  the 
liquor  to  half  its  bulk  on  a  water- bath  ;  then  add  an  equal 
volume  of  rectified  spirit,  and  filter. 

Chemical  Eapid  Putz-powder. 
This  is  the  name  of  a  preparation  -which  has  been  placed 
on  the  market  in  Germany  as  an  entirely  novel  article  of  its 
kind,  and  it  seems  to  have  achieved  much  popularity.  A 
correspondent  of  the  PAarmaeeutiscJie  Zcilung  has  submitted  a 
sample  of  it  to  examination  ard  found  it  to  consist  of  Tripoli- 
powder  mixed  with  about  10  per  cent,  of  tartaric  acid.  The 
combination  is  said  to  be  very  effective. 

Leather-  preservatives. 

For  use  during  winter  the  following  will  be  found  excel- 
lent applications  : — Yellow  wax,  1  oz. ;  petroleum  jelly,  4  oz. 
Melt  together.  Md-cream.—Me\b  together  3  cz  of  Japan 
wax  and  15  oz.  of  linseed  oil,  and  add  Biv.  of  levigated  lamp- 
black. Perfume  with  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  mirbane. 
Harness-paste. — Melt  together  10  oz.  of  tallow  and  5  oz  of 
resin,  then  add  10  oz.  of  soft  water  and  7  oz.  of  common 
soap ;  continue  the  heat,  stirring  assiduously  until  a  uniform 
paste  results. 

Soluble  Essence  op  Ginger. 

Mr.  W.  H.  McGrath  suggested  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  (vol.  xxxvi.,  p.  221)  a  method  of  preparing  soluble 
essence  of  ginger  by  treating  a  strong  tincture  with  calcium 
phosphate  precipitated  in  situ;  and  concentrating  the  filtrate 
by  distillation.  Mr.  George  C.  De  Lessing,  of  New  York, 
has  tried  the  process,  and  mentions  in  the  Era  that  the 
product  is  deficient  in  intensity  of  ginger  odour.  He 
modified  the  process  by  adding  to  each  \  gallon  of  essence 
2  dr.  of  ginger  oil  mixed  with  4  dr.  of  poly  solve  after  dis- 
tilling. The  essence  so  altered  is  of  delightful  odour  and  taste. 

Laxoline  Pomade. 
(1) 


White  wax       ..       ..       ..               ..  sij. 

Spermaceti      ..       ..       ..       ..  .. 

Lanoline..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3vss. 

Jasmine  pomade        ..                ..       ..  sss. 

Perfume  to  taste. 
M.S.A. 

(2) 

Anhydrous  lanoline    ..       ..       ..       ..  Sxv. 

Almond  oil    giij. 

Oil  of  cinnamon         . .       ..       ..       ..  3ss. 

Oil  of  neroli    Tfl.xx. 

Ottjofrose              ..   Ttlxx. 

M.SA. 


Aromatic  Syrup  of  Liquorice. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Hassebrock  has  communicated  to  the  Missouri 
Pharmaceutical  Association  the  following  formula  of  a  syrup 
which  he  uses  for  disguising  the  bitter  taste  of  quinine  : — 


Grammes 

Cinnamon  (Ceylon)    ..       ..       „       ..    20  00 

Ginger  (Cochin)        ..  L       ..  12'00 

Cloves     ..       ..     •  8-00 

Nutmeg  8-00 

Ext.  liquorice,  purified   50'C0 

Sugar   ..       ..  750-00 


Alcohol  (S.V.R.)  and  water,  each  a  sufficient  quantity. 
Reduce  the  cinnamon,  ginger,  cloves,  and  nutmeg  to  a  No.  40  powder, 
moisten  with  15  o.c.  of  alcohol,  macerate  for  twenty-four  hours  in  a 
covered  vessel,  then  pack  into  a  cylindrical  percolator  and  gradually  pour 
alcohol  upon  it  until  100  c.c.  of  percolate  is  obtained  ;  mix  this  with  the 
sugar  in  a  mortar  and  set  aside  in  a  moderately  warm  place  until  the 
alcohol  has  evaporated.  Add  water  until  500  c.c.  of  percolate  is  obtained  ; 
dissolve  the  extract  of  liquorice  in  the  percolate  with  the  aid  of  gentle 
heat,  add  the  aromatised  sugar,  let  the  whole  come  to  a  boil,  strain  and 
add  enough  water  through  strainer  to  make  1,000  c.c. 


Scientific  IRotes, 

Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  Botany,  Materia  Medica,  dec.    Original,  Selected, 
and  Translated. 


Adulteration  of  Codeine. 

M.  Etievant  reports  to  JRepert.  de  Pharm.  having  found 
in  commercial  codeine  a  fair  proportion  of  sugar-candy.  Its 
presence  was  easily  detected  by  Fehling's  reaction. 

Conrady's  Test  for  Detecting  Cane-sugar  in  Sugar- 
of-milk. 

One  gramme  of  sugar-of-milk  is  dissolved  in  10  c.c.  of 
water.  To  this  10  centigrammes  of  resorcin  is  added,  and 
1  c.c.  of  hydrochloric  acid;  and  the  mixture  is  boiled  for 
five  minutes.  The  liquid  turns  red  if  the  sugar-of-milk 
contain  cane-sugar. 

Ether  Solubility  of  Aloin. 
Following  up  a  recent  paper  by  Mr.  D.  Rainy  Brown  on 
this  subject  Mr.  C.  A.  Serre,  B.Sc,  writing  to  the  Bulletin  of 
Pharmacy,  states  that  chemically  pure  aloin  is  soluble  in 
pure  ether  to  the  extent  of  1  in  2,000,  whilst  the  resin  thrown 
out  in  the  process  of  manufacture  is  soluble  to  the  extent  of 
1  in  750  ;  both  at  18°  C.  From  the  above  we  deduce  that 
the  purer  the  aloin  the  less  the  solubility,  also  that  the 
B  P.  is  incorrect.  This  is  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Brown 
came  to,  but  Mr.  Serre  seems  to  think  that  he  should  have 
been  more  explicit  in  his  statements. 

Organic  Fluoborates. 

M.  Gasselin  (Ann.  de  CMm.  et  de  Phys.)  has  succeeded 
in  preparing  several  interesting  organic  compounds  of  boron 
and  fluorine.  On  passiDg  boron-trifluoride  gas  into  well- 
cooled  methyl  or  ethyl  alcohol  absorption  takes  place,  and 
on  distillation  two  new  compounds  are  obtained.  The  first 
is  the  difluorine  compound,  BF.20CH3)BF20C2H5,  while  the 
second  is  a  remarkable  molecular  compound  of  the  tiifluoride 
with  ethyl  or  methyl  ether,  BF3(OH3)20,BF3(C„H5)20.  The 
difluorine  compounds  are  fuming  liquids  which  give  off 
suffocating  vapours,  and  readily  crystallise  on  cooling. 
Water  decomposes  them  with  violence,  boric  acid,  fluoboric 
acid,  and  the  alcohol  being  formed.  Treated  with  sodium 
ethylate  or  methylate  a  violent  reaction  ensues,  and  the  mono- 
fluorine  compounds  are  produced,  BF(0CH3)2,BF(0C2H5)2. 
These  are  mobile  fuming  liquids  which  burn  with  a  brilliant 
green  flame,  giving  off  dense  white  clouds,  and  are  decom- 
posed by  water  violently.  The  molecular  ether  compounds  are 
liquids  of  similar  properties,  and  have  also  been  prepared  by 
direct  union  of  gaseous  boron-trifluoride  with  the  gaseous 
ethers. 

Liquefied  Carbolic  Acid. 

Two  years  ago  Mr.  Peter  Boa  communicated  a  note  to  the 
North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on 
B  P  liquefied  carbolic  acid,  pointing  out  that  it  freezes  at 
50°  F.,  and  in  the  discussion  which  followed  Mr.  George 
Lunan  suggested  that  the  purer  the  acid  the  more  liable  is 
it  to  crystallise,  and  spoke  of  the  use  of  11  per  cent,  of  water 
rather  than  the  official  10  per  cent.,  but  whether  Mr.  Lunan 
considers  that  better  or  not  we  do  not  gather  from  the  dis- 
cussion. The  same  subject  has  recently  been  considered  by 
M.  Giot,  a  Belgian  pharmacist,  and  following  up  his  observa- 
tions M.  van  Ledden  Huldenbosch,  of  the  Phar.  Weekhlad, 
gives  the  following  table  of  results  obtained  by  him- 
self, both  acid  and  water  being  taken  by  weight : — 

100  parts  carbolic  acid  and  20  parts  of  water  crystallise  at  2'2°  O.,  or  36°  F. 

100  „  „  „  15  „  „  „  4-5°  „  40°  „ 

100  „  „  „  14  „  „  „  6  0°  „  42-8°,, 

100  „  „  „  13  „  „  „  7-5°  „  45-5°  „ 

100  „  „  „  12  „  „  „  9-03  „  48-2°,, 

100  „  „  „  11  „  „  „  10-2°  „  50-4°  „ 

100  „  „  „  10  „  „  „.  ll-6°  „  53°,, 

The  last  mixture,  which  may  be  considered  to  be  equal  to> 
one  containing  11  per  cent,  of  water  in  the  British  sense, 
commenced  to  crystallise  at  11°  C.  The  results  corroborate 
the  Scotch  observations,  and  show  that  if  acid,  carbolic,  liq. 
B  P.  were  made  to  contain  20  per  cent,  of  water  it  would 
not  give  trouble  during  cold  winters,  and  the  dilution  would 
be  a  convenient  one  for  calculation. 


January  4,  1896 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


15 


HDeoical  (Bleanmas. 

Suppositories  foe  Hemorrhoids. 
The  following  is  an  excellent  prescription  :— 

Solid  extract  of  ergot  ..  ..  gr.  ij. 

Extract  of  opium   ..  ..  gr.  J- 

Extract  of  uux  vomioi  ..  ..  gr.  J 

Cocaine  hydrochlorate  ..  ..  gr.  j- 

Cocoa-butter..       ..  ..  ..  ti>  make  a  suppository 

Administration  of  Quinine  when  Chloroforming. 

Tharkhanoff,  an  eminent  Russian  physiologist,  is  experi- 
menting upon  the  effect  of  chloroform  upon  the  muscles,  when 
quinine  is  previously  administered  to  the  subject,  and  the 
tendency  of  his  experiments  is  to  show  that  the  quinine 
assists  in  the  benumbment  of  the  muscles,  so  that  for  a 
certain  degree  of  anassthesia  a  smaller  amount  of  chloroform 
is  required  with  quinine  than  without  it. 

Diphtheria-serum  in  Russia, 

A  report  of  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  with  serum  in  St. 
Vladimir's  Hospital  for  Children,  Moscow,  is  about  the  most 
favourable  which  we  have  seen.  Particulars  are  given  in 
Vraleh.  The  number  of  children  treated  was  310,  and  248, 
or  82  per  cent,  of  them,  recovered;  six  died  within  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  the  remainder  of  the  cases  terminated  fatally 
at  later  periods.  The  death-rate  from  diphtheria  in  this 
hospital  during  the  past  five  years  was  from  40  3  to  47  9 
per  cent. 

Koch's  Tuberculin. 

The  famous  consumption-cure  is  by  no  means  dead.  It  is 
3till  used  in  Berlin,  and  is  growiDg  in  use.  Dr.  Sinclair 
Coghill  also  writes  to  the  Lancet  in  regard  to  a  case  which 
he  treated,  and  although  "  the  results  of  the  necropsy  "  come 
into  his  paper  Dr.  Coghill's  opinion  is  worthy  of  notice.  He 
says  :  "This  case  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  I  have  always 
held,  and  still  hold,  that  tuberculin  has  potent  therapeutic 
efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  when  used  judi- 
ciously and  with  caution  in  doses  and  under  conditions 
adapted  to  each  individual  case." 

Salt  ab  a  Cure  for  Headache, 

There  has  recently  been  oublished  as  something  quite  new 
a  suggestion  by  Dr.  W.  M.  Capp  that  the  insufflation  of 
sodium  chloride  into  the  nasal  cavity  will  produce  immediate 
relief  from  the  acute  pain  of  headache,  earache,  or  toothache. 
His  plan  is  to  blow  into  the  nasal  cavity,  at  the  moment  the 
patient  has  performed  the  act  of  expiration,  from  2  or  4 
grains  of  finely-ground  table-salt.  We  may  mention  that 
several  years  ago  we  printed  an  abstract  of  a  paper  on  this 
subject  by  the  late  Dr.  George  Leslie,  of  Falkirk,  which  was 
communicated  the  Edinburgh  Medico-chirurgical  Society. 

Eczema  of  the  Hands. 

Dr.  Frank  H.  BARENDT,  writing  in  the  Provincial 
Medical  Journal,  recommends  two  applications  tor  the 
treatment  of  localised  eczsma,  viz. : — 

Zinci  oxidi     ..       ..       ..  .  ,\ 

Amyli  [ 

Adepislante  ,-pt.  icq. 

Adepis  benzoati   I 

51.    Fiat  pastn. 

This  is  a  modification  of  Lassai's  paste. 

Oxidi  zinci     , ,       . .       .,  ,'.  v 

Amyli  \  pt.  a:q. 

Talci  veucti  J 

Tere  bene.  Flat  pulvis-  asptrsoiius. 

The  paste  is  to  be  spread  thickly  over  the  affected  area, 
then  covered  with  bandages.  If  the  patient  avoid  all  wet- 
ting of  the  dressings  it  will  expedite  cure.  Gloving  of  the 
hands  is  imperative,  and,  except  when  the  paste  is  being 
renewed,  the  gloves,  which  should  be  two  or  three  sizes  too 
large,  are  to  bo  worn  continuously.  The  hands  should  be 
dressed  after  the  day's  work  is  done.  As  the  eczema  im- 
proves, the  paste  may  be  discarded  and  the  dusting-powder 
copiously  dredged  into  the  fingers  of  the  gloves. 


pbotoarapbic  motes. 


Dark-rooms. 

The  following  names  may  be  added  to  the  list  in  C.  3;  D. 
Diary,  1896,  page  393  :— 

Be  nvich-on- Tweed. — Mr.  William  Lyle. 

Cambridge.— Mr.  D.  B.  Cold  well. 

Chiohesttr.—Mx.  Edwin  Thorp. 

ExiMiith  —Mr.  J.  R.  C.  Stephens,  Rjlle  Street. 

Fenny  Stralfjrd. — Mr  H.  Hands 

Ghimsby. — Mr.  C.  Dewing,  16a  Old  Market  Piace. 

Kingston-ox  Thames  — Mr.  J.  O.  Stringer,  20  Thames  Street. 

Leiccsf/  r. — Mr.  F.  W.  Goodees.  Hotel  Street. 

Lewes. — Mr.  James  C.  Lloyd,  Town  Hall  Pharmacy. 

London  — Messrs.  Moody  &  Catterns,  30  Church  Street, 
Camberwell ;  Mr.  Charles  Coulter,  Green  Lines,  Wood 
Gre?n,  &c. 

Marlon-.— Mr.  C.  Page  Dye. 

Mclksliim  — Mr.  James  E  Bush. 

Orford. — May's  Drug-stores  (Limited),  132  High  Street. 
Penrith  — Mr.  Thomas  Edmondson. 
Badcli./Tc. —Mr.  J.  T.  Smith. 
Stonehaven. — Messrs.  James  Wood  &  Co. 
Winchester.— Mr.  J.  Garnett,  110  High  Street. 
Wvudhall  Spa  — Messrs.  Carlton  &  Sons. 
If  there  are  more  whose  names  should  be  in  the  list  they 
had  better  drop  us  postcards  to  that  effect. 

Pyrocatechin  as  a  Developer. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Townsend  communicates  to  the  Photogram  a 
note  on  the  latest  developer.  Pyrocatechin  is  in  appearance 
not  unlike  hydroquinone,  and  is  very  soluble  in  water,  alcohol, 
and  ether  It  is  isomeric  with  hydroquinone  and  resorcin, 
being  the  1  2  or  oitho-dioxy benzene,  &o. 

OH  oh  OH 

oi  t         /\  /\ 

U  °h  u 

OH 

Pyrocateskin.  Resorcin.  Hydroquinone. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  it  is  produced  by  the 
distillation  of  catechu.  According  to  Poulenc  Freres  (Rente 
Suisse')  pyrocatechin  possesses  the  following  advantages  as 
a  developer : — 

(1)  It  gives  the  negatives  the  delicacy  of  pyrogallic  acid. 

(2)  The  solution  only  alters  very  slowly  on  exposure  to 
air,  its  permanency  being  superior  to  that  of  hydroquinone, 
eikonogen,  &c. 

(3)  The  colour  of  the  negatives  is  very  favourable  to 
printing,  which  proceeds  more  rapidly  than  with  other 
developers.    It  gi?e3  brilliant  prints  without  any  hardness. 

(4)  The  developer  does  not  fog  the  plates,  nor  does  it  act 
on  the  fingers. 

(5)  Its  actual  price  is  equal  to,  if  not  less  than,  that  of 
the  products  actually  employed  as  developers,  the  same  bath 
being  capable  of  developing  a  considerable  number  of  plates. 

The  following  are  the  principal  formula; : — 

Solution  A. 

Water    1  oz. 

Sulphite  of  soda   20  gr. 

Pyrocatechin        . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  10  gr. 

Solution  B. 

Water   1  oz. 

Carbonate  of  potash   100  gr. 

For  use  in  ordinary  rapid  exposures  in  a  g">od  light  take 
one  part  A,  one  part  B,  one  part  water,  to'  very  under- 
exposed plates  take  one  part  A.  and  two  parts  B.  For  plates 
that  have  had  a  timed  exposure  the  following  one-solution 
developer  is  recommended  : — 

Water    2  oz. 

Sulphite  of  soda   25  gr. 

Carbonate  of  soda    50  gr. 

ryrojatcehiu    10  gr. 

To  bring  out  contrasts  a  2  per  cent,  solution  of  boric  acid 
s  recommended  instead  of  bromide. 
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Telegrams:  "  S  ANITAS  LONDON"  Registered  Trade  Marl ':  "SAM  FAS.'' 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd. 

(C.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Managing  Director), 

DISINFECTANT  MANUFACTURERS, 

Chemical  Manufacturers  and  Merct  ants. 


"Sanitas"  Disinfectants  and 
Appliances. 

"  Sanitas-Euealyptus ''  Pre- 
parations, &e. 

*'  Creocide  "  and  Carbolic  Dis- 
infectants. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate 
Pellets. 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen  (Patent 
Preserved). 


Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles 

(Patent). 

Chloride  of  Zinc  (Any  Gravity). 
Eucalyptus  Oils  (.Own  Importa- 
tion). 

Drain  Testers  (Patent). 
Sheep  Dips  and  Weed  De- 
stroyer. 

And  all  kinds  oV 
DISINFECTANT  MATERIALS. 


City  Depot  :  29  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 
New  York  :  636  WEST  55th  STREET.  * 
Works:   BETHNAL   GREEN",  LONDON,  E. 

N.B. — Copyright  Book,  "  Flow  to  Disinfect"  sent  free. 


TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 


ESTABLISHED  1842. 


Only  Address— MINT  ST.,  LINCOLN. 

Stocked  by  alf  Wholesale  Houses. 


<3r.         MUMPORD  1 

PABHINGDON   ROAD,  "LONDON,  E.". 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

4  *1  /   *U  S          Finest  Pure         InO  /  A  1 

1  1/  cwtl  STARCH  POWDER  zd/ewt. 

No.  2  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

*0  iC  /  "i4  I  No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure           /  \fd  1 

Jjl/cwtJ  PRECIPITATED  CHALK  (if /cwt.} 

1157*1          No.  2  Pure          <0"0  /  *  1 

IO/cwtJ  PRECIPITATED  CHALK  Ud/clt.| 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

^^(LightColour)^ 

1  6/ cwt, 

14771 

"WHITE  EARTH  "  Un  /  *  \ 

Specially  prepared  for  I  *J  /  „mi.  | 
Toilet  purposes.      <  1  w/  cwt| 

No  2  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

Finest  Pu>e  Sifted    Irirf  /  (TTI 

TOILET  OATMEAL  ZZ/cwt.| 

>fr  CARxlIAG-E  PAID  to  Jtailwav  Stations  within  200  miles  of  1 
London' or  allowance  made  for  distances  bey  end)  on  a  total  weight  1 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  de-  1 
livered  free  on  rail  L.ndou  at  above  prices.  \ 

/HOLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE  OIL. 

i4  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod=llver  OH. 

The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 
Europe,  and  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
p. arid  and  tne  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil — has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product — the  hydroxyl-free. 
oil — is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil.   

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to — 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES—  43  SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 


MELLUrS 
FOOD 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS 


Dr.    B.    H.    PAUL,  the 
eminent    Quinologist,  has 
undertaken   to  periodically 
examine    and     report  on 
V1BRONA,    thus  affording 
unimpeachable  testimony 
that   a   definite  and   uniform  proportion  of 
the  alkaloidal  and  other  Tonic  principles  of 
CINCHONA  will  always  be  maintained. 

5oie  Proprietors* 

Fletcher.  Fletcher  &  G°  Hoiioway.  London 


THE    POSITION    OF  PHENACETIN. 

It  has  been  apparent  for  some  time  to  those  more  or  less- 
behind  the  scenes  in  the  chemical -market  that  a  change  in 
i  he  position  of  phenacetin  was  imminent.  In  our  issue  of 
December  7  last  we  called  atttntion  to  the  extremely  low 
price  of  the  article,  and  hinted  that  an  advance^might^be 
expected  in  the  near  future.    Those  of  our  readers'  who 
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may  have  acted  upon  our  suggestion  may  possibly  have 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  upon  their  venture,  for  on 
Wednesday  the  price  of  Bayer's  brand  of  phenacetin  was 
advanced  from  about  6s.  9d.  to  Us.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  there 
seems  to  be  every  reason  for  supposing  that  if  the  original 
manufacturers,  the  Farbenfabriken  (F.  Bayer  &  Co.),  of 
Elberfeld,  can  have  their  way,  another  rise  in  price  will 
shortly  be  announced. 

What  is  the  reason  of  this  sudden  change  in  the  position 
of  phenacetin  ?  The  answer  is  not  difficult  so  far  as  the 
immediate  cause  of  the  movement  is  concerned,  but  there 
are  certain  undercurrents  in  connection  with  .the  affair  at 
which  it  is  ody  possible,  at  this  moment,  to  hint  or  to  guess. 
In  order  to  obtain  a  clear  survey  of  the  present  position  of 
the  market  it  is  necessary  to  sketch  in  outline  the  commercial 
history  of  the  drug.  Phenacetin  was  brought  into  trade  in 
the  beginning  of  1888  by  the  great  German  aniline- dye  firm 
of  F.  Bayer  &  Co.,  in  whose  laboratories  the  antipyretic  was 
first  prepared.  Its  trade-name  is  a  euphonious  and  easily 
remembered  contraction  of  its  chemical  cognomen — para- 
acetphenetidin — a  fact  which  it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind, 
in  view  of  possible  legal  action  concerning  the  validity  of  an 
entry  in  the  Trade  Marks  Register  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
There  are  three  acetphenetidins,  the  meta-,  para-,  and 
ortho-  compound,  but  the  first-named  was  found  to  be  thera- 
peutically inactive,  and  the  ortho-  compound  was  a  less  valu- 
able medicinal  agent  than  the  paia-  compound,  which  up  to 
the  present  is  the  only  one  in  practical  use.  Although  not 
the  oldest  of  the  coal-tar  antipyretics,  phenacetin  has  from 
its  first  introduction  enjoyed  the  special  favour  of  many 
eminent  medical  authorities.  It  has  been  found  very 
serviceable  in  certain  neuralgic  and  rheumatic  affections,  as 
well  as  a  reliable  antipyretic  in  certain  fevers ;  and  its 
comparatively  low  price  has  also,  no  doubt,  aided  in  estab- 
lishing its  reputation.  A  few  highly  favourable  influenza 
epidemics  did  the  rest,  and  at  the  present  time  phenacetin 
is  a  drug  which  is  sold  by  thousands  of  pounds,  and  of 
which  the  consumption  increases  rapidly  year  by  year.  It 
has  come  to  stay,  and  has  found  its  way  into  several 
Pharmacopoeias,  including  our  own  (1891),  into  which  it 
would  scarcely  have  been  admitted  under  that  name  if 
."  phenacetin  "  had  been  looked  upon  as  the  proprietary  title 
of  a  single  firm.  We  believe  that  some  time  before  the 
introduction  of  the  remedy  the  firm  of  Bayer  patented  the 
process  by  which  they  manufactured  the  drug,  and  in  the 
(British)  Trade  Marin  Journal  of  April  18,  1888,  there 
appeared  an  application  of  that  firm  for  a  trade-mark  con- 
taining the  words  "Antipyretic  Phenacetine  Bayer,"  with 
signature  (No.  70.066),  for  "  a  new  antipyretic  (substitute 
for  quinine)." 

When  it  became  clear  that  "phenacetin  was  destined  to 
become  one  of  the  leading  synthetic  remedies,  and  that 
there  was  money  in  its  manufacture,  one  firm  after  another 
commenced  the  preparation  of  the  drug  by  processes 
deviating  from  those  of  the  original  makers,  and  before  long 
the  stress  of  competition  made  itself  felt  in  the  market 
quotations.  By  the  end  of  1895  "  phenacetin  "  was  commer- 
cially offered  by  six  chemical-factories  in  Germany  and 
Switzerland  in  addition  to  the  original  makers,  and  the 
price  had  been  cut  to  the  bone,  although  it  is  only  right  to 
say  that  Messrs.  Bayer's  brand  has  always  been  quoted  at 
least  about  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  below  the  lowest-priced  com- 
petitor. 

During  all  these  years  Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co.  do  not  appear 
to  have  made  any  attempt  to  enforce  their  rights  (if  any)  to 
the  title  "  phenacetin  " — at  any  rate,  not  in  Europe.  In  the 
United  States  the  case  was  different.  The  proprietary  right 
in  the  phenacetin  patents  for  that  country  (taken  out  by 


Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co.)  are  vested  in  a  Mr.  Dickerson,  and  the 
sale  of  the  drug  is  made  through  the  well-known  New  York 
drug-house  of  Schieffelin  &  Co.  Mr.  Dickerson's  exclusive 
rights  have  been  recognised  in  the  States,  and  he  makes  use 
of  his  monopoly,  after  the  fashion  of  American  monopolists, 
by  charging  an  enormous  price.  Hence  phenacetin  adultera- 
tion (chiefly  with  acetanilide)  and  smuggling  flourish  in  the 
States  in  spite  of  the  monopolist's  efforts  at  repression  ;  and 
although  Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co.'s  letter-paper  and  invoices 
bear  the  inscription,  in  three  languages,  "  The  resale  and 
importation  of  our  pharmaceutical  products  in  the  U.S.A  are 
prohibited,"  it  is  doubtful  whether  even  that  warning  is 
entirely  efficacious.  But  to  return  to  Europe.  On  Decem- 
ber 6,  last,  the  German  Imperial  Patent  Office  granted  to 
Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co.  the  registration  of  the  word  "  Phenace- 
tin "  in  the  German  Trade-mark  Register,  and  this  fact  was 
immediately  followed  by  a  notification  from  the  Elberfeld 
firm  warning  every  manufacturer,  trader,  middleman,  and 
pharmacist  in  Germany  against  using  the  word  as  a  trade- 
mark, except  with  Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co.'s  express  sanction. 
We  hear  that  legal  steps  are  being  taken  to  contest  the 
registration,  but  for  the  moment  it  looks  as  though  the  other 
German  manufacturers  of  phenacetin  will  have  to  select 
other  names  for  the  substance,  a  necessity  which  would 
naturally  immensely  handicap  them  in  their  competition 
with  Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co. 

Nor  have  Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co.  been  quiescent  so  far  as  the 
United  Kingdom  is  concerned.  A  circular  has  been  issued 
by  them  announcing  that  they  are  about  to  establish  a 
house  of  their  own  in  London ;  and  we  understand  that 
they  have  called  upon  at  least  one  of  their  competitors 
to  discontinue  the  sale  of  para-acetphenetidin  as  "  phen- 
acetin " — a  demand  with  which  those  firms,  who  have 
probably  entered  into  contracts  for  the  supply  of  "  phen- 
acetin" in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  may  find  it 
difficult  to  comply.  Yet,  unless  they  are  prepared  to  fight 
the  matter  out  in  the  law  courts,  or  one  of  them  is  willing 
to  assume  the  thankless  task  of  taking  up  the  cudgels  on 
behalf  of  all  the  others,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  they  can 
do  but  comply  with  the  demand.  In  that  case  we  must 
expect  that  the  Elberfeld  house,  having  had  to  cope  with 
cut-throat  price-competition  for  years,  will  not  neglect  its 
opportunities  of  recouping  itself  by  raising  the  price  of  the 
drug  as  high  as  is  consistent  with  a  maintenance  of  con- 
sumption, and  the  more  than  doubling  of  the  price  of 
Bayer's  brand  which  has  taken  place  this  week  may  be  but 
a  foretaste  of  things  to  come. 

The  question  whether  the  word  "  phenacetin "  could  be 
claimed  as  a  trade-mark  is  an  extremely  interesting  one. 
Naturally  the  fact  that  Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co.  have  not  at- 
tempted to  assert  their  proprietary  right  in  the  word  for  the 
last  six  years  does  not  debar  them  from  doing  so  now  if 
they  can.  The  question  is  whether  "phenacetin  "  would  be 
held  to  bean  "invented"  word  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act  of  1888,  which  refuses  protection  to  descriptive  words. 
As  this  point  may  possibly  be  argued  in  court,  we  do 
not  intend  to  discuss  the  matter  here,  although  we 
may  point  out  that  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  the  "  Somatose  "  case  (C.  4"  D-  xhv.  6,  page  219) 
last  year  shows  how  extremely  particular  the  Judges  are  on 
this  matter.  In  all  probability  Messrs.  Bayer's  competitors 
will  think  many  times  before  challenging  the  Elberfeld 
firm  at  law ;  for  if  Messrs.  Bayer  &;  Co.  were  to  establish 
their  right  to  the  word  "  phenacetin  "  the  gain  would  almost 
certainly  be  worth  many  times  the  costs  they  might  be  put 
to,  whereas  a  contrary  decision  would  only  leave  "  phena- 
cetin "  everybody's  property,  with  the  result  that  the  price 
would  be  so  cut  that  the  successful  party  would  be  unable  to 
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recoup  its  outlay  by  the  sale  of  the  drug.  In  any  case, 
however,  the  progress  of  the  controversy  (if  controversy  it 
can  be  called)  will  be  watched  with  interest. 


HOW  TO  TAKE  STOCK. 
If  one  were  to  search  a  file  of  reports  dealing  with  the 
bankruptcy  of  chemists,  two  phrases  would  be  found  com- 
mon to  nearly  all  of  them — viz.,  "  He  had  not  kept  proper 
books  of  account  "  and  "  He  had  never  taken  stock."  The 
same  might  be  said  of  many  who  never  get  into  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  and  the  statement  is  particularly  true  in 
regard  to  stocktaking.  It  is  not  because  they  do  not  wish 
to,  but  because  they  do  not  know  how,  that  so  many  in 
the  trade  neglect  that  annual  balancing  which  is  so  necessary 
for  telling  a  man  how  he  stands  with  the  world. 

"  Why  is  it  necessary  ? "  asks  the  man  who  has  a  comfortable 
'balance  at  the  bank,  who  pays  his  accounts  when  due,  and 
does  not  take  stock  for  these  reasons,  and  because  he  does 
snot  know  how.  It  is  as  necessary,  we  reply,  as  debit  and 
Credit  sides  to  a  bank-book.  Without  these  there  would  be 
mighty  trouble  to  find  the  balance,  and  if  all  business  were 
conducted  in  that  way  it  is  a  question  if  a  balance  ever 
would  be  found.  But  besides  being  essential  to  exact  book- 
keeping, the  usefulness  of  taking  stock  for  the  purpose  of 
overhauling  every  parcel  and  examining  every  bottle  can 
hardly  be  over-estimated.  We  do  not  profess  in  this  article 
to  supplant  the  services  of  the  valuer,  which  are  really 
indispensable  in  buying  or  selling  a  business,  and  frequently 
in  striking  the  balance  where  a  partnership  exists.  In  these 
cases  the  commission  charged — 5  per  cent,  on  the  first  100Z. 
and  2\  per  cent,  on  each  remaining  1001. — is  money  well 
spent. 

Stock  is  generally  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year — not 
necessarily  the  solar  year,  but  always  on  a  [fixed  date  each 
year.  A  few  days  before  the  actual  work  begins  things 
should  be  straightened  up  a  bit — say,  on  the  dusting- 
days  ;  all  odd  parcels  and  bottles  stowed  behind  other 
bottles  should  be  brought  to  light.  Deal  with  the  front 
•shop  first,  right  down  to  lockers,  counter,  and  cases. 
Then  have  the  back  shop,  storerooms,  &c,  dealt  with  simi- 
larly, if  possible,  by  the  man  or  boy  who  is  to  assist  in  the 
stocktaking.  This  done,  a  book  should  be  prepared  for 
entering  the  stock.  A  quarto  exercise-book  ruled  with  cash 
columns  will  serve,  though  some  prefer  to  take  half-sheets 
of  demy  wrapping-paper,  double  them  up,  and  rule  so  as  to 
permit  such  entries  as  this : — 

Syr.  scilliE    ..      „      ..     I  2  lbs.,  at  [[      !  [ 

Having  everything  ready,  the  "  man  "  takes  the  book,  and 
the  "  master  "  begins  the  dictation.  A  start  is  made  at  the 
back  of  the  counter  nearest  the  window.  If  that  is  the  north 
wall,  an  entry  to  that  effect  is  made  in  the  book,  and  so  on 
respecting  every  department  in  the  shop.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  measure  and  weigh  every  liquid  or  solid;  the 
eye  suffices  to  say  how  much  there  is  of  any  article  in  a 
bottle,  and  it  is  only  in  the  case  of  expensive  things,  or  where 
they  cannot  be  accurately  judged,  that  measuring  and  weigh- 
ing become  necessary. 

Each  row  of  bottles  is  then  gone  over,  thus  :  "  Tr.  rhei  co., 
20  oz. ;  tr.  gent,  co.,  18  oz. ;  syr.  scillas,  30  oz.,"  and  so  on, 
the  "  man  "  writing  down  as  the  "  master  "  calls  out.  When 
the  end  of  the  row  is  reached  the  number  and  style  of  bottles 
is  dictated,  as  bottles  are  not  fixtures.  Some  prefer  to  use 
for  measuring  a  stick  graduated  into  tenths,  because  they 
cannot  trust  their  eyes.  After  the  bottles  have  been  noted 
the  contents  of  drawers  and  lockers  are  gone  over  in  the 


same  way,  but  here  some  weighing  often  becomes  necessary. 
Tinctures  are  often  lumped — e.g.,  so  much  proof  -  spirit 
tinctures  and  so  much  rectified — but  this  is  no  economy  of 
time  in  the  long-run.  All  goods  of  doubtful  value  come 
across  during  the  dictation  should  be  set  aside  for  con- 
sideration at  the  end  of  the  process. 

It  is  all  plain  sailing  until  patents  and  proprietary  articles 
are  reached.  The  best  plan  in  regard  to  stamped  medicines 
is  to  treat  all  of  a  price  together  as  they  are  come  to.  Thus, 
it  may  be  a  series  of  Is.  l\d.  pills — Beecham's,  Norton's, 
Cockle's,  Holloway's,  &c. — which  will  be  put  down  as,  say, 
"6|  doz.  lZ\d.  patents,  1£  doz.  2s.  9d.  patects,"  and  so  on. 
Common  proprietaries,  such  as  Pears'  soap,  Vinolia  prepara- 
tions, &c,  are  best  put  down  by  their  own  names  and 
retail  prices,  the  pricing  at  cost  being  left  to  the  end. 
One's  own  specialities,  including  such  things  as  pomades, 
perfumes,  and  toilet-preparations  generally,  should  be 
described  at  the  retail  prices,  and  carried  out  at  as  near 
cost  as  possible.  In  practice  it  is  best  to  enter  all  such 
sundries  as  they  are  come  to,  rather  than  gather  them 
together  in  6d ,  Is.,  2s.  Qd.,  &c,  lots,  and  count  how  many 
there  are  of  each.  Addition  is  easier  on  paper,  and  does  not 
disturb  stock-arrangement.  While  the  dictation  of  this  part 
of  the  stock  is  going  on  many  things  will  be  come  across 
which  are  old  shopkeepers,  or  for  which  there  is  practically 
no  sale.  These  should  be  taken  out  of  the  cases  and 
drawers,  and  afterwards  an  attempt  made  to  dispose  of  them 
through  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Exchange  Column  : 
better  to  realise  them  at  a  loss  than  keep  them  longer 
totally  unremunerative. 

So,  also,  when  going  over  the  brush  and  sponge  stock, 
some  will  be  unearthed  which  are  soiled  and  below  par 
value.  These  should  be  entered  in  the  stock-sheet  at  a  low 
price,  and  an  attempt  made  to  sell  them  to  customers  at 
reduced  prices.  There  is  little  difficulty  in  entering  such 
stock  as  brushes  and  sponges  upon  the  sheet,  for  a  fixed  rate 
of  profit  is  placed  upon  the  former — generally  half  the  cost, 
so  that  a  third  has  to  be  deducted  when  extending  the  prices. 
Sponges  are  now  systematically  sorted  by  the  merchants, 
and  it  is  possible  to  enter  them  in  order  of  retail  prices, 
the  cost  afterwards  being  reckoned  according  to  the  profit 
generally  placed  upon  them. 

When  the  back-shop  and  store  stock  are  reached  one  meets 
with  bottles  and  other  containers  which  are  returnable — 
Winchesters,  Corbyns,  earthenware  pots,  &c.  It  is  better,  on 
the  whole,  to  treat  these  as  the  regular  shop-rounds  were 
treated,  and  when  the  contents  have  been  dictated  to  say, 
e.g.,  "  12  plain  Winchesters  at  ,""  8  stoppered  Corbyns  at  ," 
"4  wickered  1-gal.  jars,"  and  soon.  One  may  be  charged 
varying  prices  for  these,  but  an  average  is  not  difficult  to 
strike  ;  and  it  is  always  well  to  note  that  it  is  not  what  an 
article  has  cost  but  its  current  value  that  should  be  put  on 
the  stock-sheet. 

In  estimating  the  contents  of  casks  and  drums  dip  into 
them  a  long  piece  of  glass  tubing,  allow  to  stand  for  a  few 
seconds,  place  the  forefinger  on  the  top,  and  withdraw.  The 
liquid  in  the  tube  gives  the  height  of  the  liquid  in  the  cask 
or  drum.  Of  course  one  should  be  careful  not  to  put  the  tube 
into  a  castor-oil  tin  immediately  after  it  has  been  in  turpen- 
tine. We  have  used  long  pieces  of  wood  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  they  do  equally  well. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  epitomise  all  the  kinds  of  stock,  such 
as  bottles,  utensils,  and  the  like.  Some  say  these  should  be 
left  until  last,  but  our  experience  is  that  this  is  a  bad 
principle,  and  that  the  surest  plan  is  to  take  everything  as 
it  comes.  At  the  dispensing-counter,  for  example,  after  the 
medicines  there  have  been  entered  one  turns  to  the  utensils, 
and  then  ensures  that  the  whole  in  general  use  at  the 
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counter  are  there  ;  when  the  pricing  comes,  put  them  down 
at  half  the  cost — they  would  not  be  worth  more  to  sell. 

There  are  many  things  in  stock  or  fixtures  which  would  be 
of  no  value  to  the  purchaser  of  a  business,  such  as  labels, 
seals,  and  other  things  with  the  owner's  name  upon  them, 
which,  however,  it  is  customary  to  enter  in  the  stock-sheets 
at  the  annual  stocktaking,  and  they  are  always  entered 
at  current  value.  The  last  things  to  be  entered  are  the 
fixtures — shelving,  drawers,  counter,  cases,  show-bottles,  &c. 
These  generally  get  a  section  of  the  stock-sheets  to  them- 
selves, because  the  rule  is  to  deduct  annually  from  the 
cost  5  per  cent,  for  depreciation.  The  stocktaker  has  thus 
the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  he  may  live  to  see  the 
time  when  the  vanishing-point  is  reached.  It  really  never 
comes,  because  there  are  few  shops  in  which  some  money  is 
not  spent  upon  fittings  periodically ;  and  always  after 
replenishing  it  is  advantageous,  especially  in  large  busi- 
nesses, to  have  a  professional  valuer  or  a  friendly  traveller  to 
re-value.  After  the  whole  of  the  movable  material  in  the 
shop  has  been  entered  in  the  book  the  formidable  task  of 
pricing  begins  That  is  done  from  a  reputable  wholesale 
list,  5  per  cent,  being  deducted  from  the  totals,  this  applying 
to  drugs,  chemicals,  preparations,  and  ordinary  sundries, 
such  as  feeding-bottles,  &c.  Proprietaries  are  entered  at  net 
prices,  Id.  thiDgs  at  6.s.  a  gross,  and  so  on  up  to  6d.  articles, 
which  are  priced  at  3s.  6c/.  per  dozen,  higher-priced  ones  pro- 
portionately. Patents  are  entered  at  their  cost,  and  if  they 
have  been  stamped  9s.  a  dozen  for  Is.  l\d.  articles  is  the 
fairest  price,  though  low.  The  pricer  must  get  rid  of  the 
idea  that  the  cost  has  anything  to  do  with  saleable  articles 
which  fluctuate,  the  price  on  the  day  or  month  that 
stock  is  taken  being  the  charge  to  enter.  There  is  no  use 
attempting  to  cheat  oneself  in  these  things :  better  a  low 
estimate  all  through  than  a  high  and  sanguine  one. 

When  all  is  done,  the  columns  "  totted  "  up,  and  discounts 
deducted,  it  is  necessary  to  allow  for  sales  while  stocktaking 
has  been  proceeding,  in  order  to  be  strictly  accurate.  A  safe 
figure  to  allow  is  half  the  amount  of  the  retail  sales.  Goods 
which  have  come  in  during  the  stocktaking  are'  entered  at 
invoice  prices,  less  the  discounts,  and,  if  possible,  are  not 
disturbed  during  stocktaking,  although  it  does  not  really 
matter  if  they  are,  for  any  sold  will  be  reckoned  in  sales,  the 
invoice  figure  still  going  down.  When  all  is  done  an  account 
of  the  following  nature  is  drawn  up  in  order  to  reduce  the 
labour  to  a  proper  business-like  basis  : — 


Cn. 

Stock  £ 

Fittings  

Book-debts   (good)  at 

par    ..  '  .. 
Book-debts  (doubtful) 

at  estimate  .. 
<  'anh  in  hand  (up  to  end 

of  stocktaking) 
Cash  in  bank  ..  .. 


Dr. 


Trade  accounts  due      ..  £ 
Rent  and  taxes  (at  esti- 
mate)   

Wages  due..       ..  ., 


This  is  preliminary  to  drawing  up  a  balance-sheet,  for  one 
must  not  forget  that  he  has  put  capital  in  the  business,  and 
that  if  he  has  no  investment  outside  of  it,  such  as  a  furnished 
house,  Consols,  or  gold-mining  shares,  and  after  adding  his 
initial  capital  to  debtor  side,  should  that  come  out  higher 
than  the  credit  side,  there  is  something  wrong  somewhere. 


A    SO-CALLED  "QUININE-BARK." 

In  our  Trade  Reports  on  page  838  of  the  issue  for  Decem- 
ber 7  last,  under  the  head  of  "  Interesting  Drugs,"  we 
referred  to  a  small  consignment  of  bark  from  the  West  Coa6t 


of  South  America  from  trees  "  growing  in  the  same  forests 
which  yield  the  red  cinchona-bark  of  commerce "  The 
bark  was  further  said  to  be  used  medicinally  amongst  the 
natives,  and  it  was  supposed  to  contain  quinine.  That  the 
bark  in  question  was  rubiaceous  there  was  but  little  doubt, 
but  it  could  not  be  further  identified  at  the  time.  Some  new 
light,  however,  has  since  been  shed  upon  it,  though  it  by  no 
means  clears  up  its^specific  or  even  generic  identity — indeed, 
to  some  extent,  it  is  further  mystified  ;  but  as  the  history  of 
a  bark  which,  if  not  identical,  is  very  closely  allied  to  it, 
may  be  interesting,  and  withal  may  lead  to  its  accurate 
nomenclature,  we  give  the  following,  which  we  have  been 
at  some  pains  to  trace.  Referring,  in  the  first  place,  to 
Guibourt's  "  Histoire  Naturelle  des  Drogues  Simples,"  pub- 
lished in  1850,  we  find  amongst  the  Rubiaccce  a  bark 
desciibed  under  the  head  of  Quinquina  bicolore,  which 
agrees  in  its  structure,  colour,  and  taste  with  the  bark 
recently  received  in  the  London  market.  The  tree,  however, 
is  said  to  be  a  native  of  Guadeloupe,  where  it  is  known  as 
Boisjaune.  Guibourt  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  this  tree 
is  identical  with  that  described  by  De  Candolle  under  the 
name  of  Stenostomum  acutatum.  The  fact  of  this  tree 
being  a  native  of  Guadeloupe,  and  the  bark 
recently  seen  in  the  London  market  coming  from 
the  "West  Coast  of.  South  America,"  would  seem  to  be 
fatal  to  the  chances  of  their  having  any  affinity ;  but  pro- 
ceeding further  in  the  search  for  more  information  on  the 
subject  of  Stenostomum  bark  we  find  a  reference  in  vol.  xi. 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  1851,  page  168,  where  in 
some  remarks  on  Cinchona  Pitaya,  or  Pitayo  bark,  by  Mr. 
B  W.  Bull,  reprinted  from  the  New  York  Bef/ister  of  Medi- 
cine and  Pharmacy  for  February,  1850,  we  read  that  the 
writer  was  shown  by  Professor  Guibourt  at  the  ficole  do 
Pharmacie  at  Paris  a  specimen  of  Pitayo  bark  which  Gui- 
bourt was  of  opinion  contained  either  quinine  or  cinchonine; 
but  the  writer  fays  he  is  "  confident  that  it  contains  no 
alkaline  principle  whatever,  and  its  tonic  properties,  if  it 
possesses  any,  must  be  traced  to  other  sources  than  to  the 
presence  of  the  principles  which  have  hitherto  been  attri- 
buted to  it."  An  editorial  remark  on  this  paper  draws 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  name  Pitayo  has  been  given  to- 
two  entirely  different  barks,  one  of  which  is  the  Quinquina 
bicolore  of  Guibourt,  and  is  the  produce  of  Stenostomum 
acutatum  DC,  and  the  other  a  Cinchona  bark,  to  which 
Professor  Guibourt  assigned  the  name  of  Quinquina  Pitai/o, 
is  the  produce  of  Colombia,  and  somewhat  resembles  Calisaya 
bark,  and  is  probably  yielded  by  Cinchona  academica  of 
Gaibourt,  which  really  equals  Cinchona  officinalis  of  Linnseus. 

The  next  reference  to  the  bark  of  Stenostomum  we  find  in 
a  notice  by  T.  C.  Archer  in  vol.  xiii.,  page  312,  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Journal  for  1854,  "  on  a  few  articles  imported 
into  Liverpool  in  1853."  It  is  said  to  come  from  Valparaiso 
and  to  have  been  introduced  under  the  name  of  Peruvian 
bark,  and  is  thus  described  : — In  respect  to  size  and  general 
appearance  this  bark  is  not  unlike  the  coarser  sticks  of  cassia, 
for  though  evidently  the  external  bark  of  a  tree,  it  is  re- 
markably smooth  and  neatly  rolled  into  thin  quills  about 
2  feet  6  inches  in  length.  In  thickness  it  is  about  that  of  a 
shilling,  externally  of  a  very  light  drab  colour,  rather  darker 
inside  the  quills,  but  internally  the  colour  is  cinnamon  red.  Mr 
Archer  further  says  that  a  sample  was  forwarded  to  London, 
where  it  was  named  Stenostomum  acutatum,  but  he  thought 
probably  in  mistake,  in  consequence  of  that  plant  being  a 
native  of  Guadeloupe,  and  the  bark  coming  from  Valparaiso. 
He  also  suggests  the  probability  of  its  being  a  species  of 
Guettarda,  and  perhaps  G.  cordata.  He  bases  this  sugges- 
tion on  the  fact  of  the  Guettardas  being  excellent  febrifuges, 
and  being  used  by  the  natives  as  such. 
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We  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  a  portion  of  the 
actual  sample  which  came  into  Mr.  Archer's  hands  in  1853, 
and  comparing  with  it  the  fresh  sample  recently  received  in 
London,  and,  though  there  are  points  of  difference,  the 
■similarity  is  very  great.  In  the  fresh  sample  the  exterior  is 
of  a  greenish  colour,  and  not  drab ;  the  inside,  however,  is 
very  like  it,  and  identical  in  striation.  In  fracture  the 
colour  shows  rather  more  yellow  than  in  the  old  sample, 
hut  sections  as  seen  under  a  lens  are  so  much  alike  as  to  be 
scarcely  distinguishable  the  one  from  the  other.  In  taste, 
too,  they  are  alike.  The  old  bark  is  distinctly  quilled,  and 
somewhat  thicker  than  the  new,  which  is  more  flattened. 
The  conclusions,  then,  to  be  arrived  at  are  that  the  bark 
recently  received  in  London  is,  if  not  produced  by  the  same 
tree  as  that  which  made  its  appearance  in  Liverpool  in  1853, 
the  produce  of  a  very  closely- allied  plant,  but  what  the  generic 
name  of  that  plant  or  plants  is  it  is  still  impossible  to  say 
in  the  face  of  the  two  coming  from  places  so  far  apart. 
The  suggestion  as  to  its  being  a  species  of  Guettarda  we 
do  not  agree  with,  as  in  all  the  species  of  that  genus  we 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  barks  are  totally 
different  and  without  the  slightest  trace  of  colour. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  the  genus 
Stenostomum  is  now  sunk  in  that  of  AntirrTieea,  and  that 
De  Candolle's  S.  aeutatum  is  now  known  as  Antirrhaea 
-aristata,  Bth.  and  Hook.  f. 


FIVE  THOUSAND  PER  CENT. 
Subscribers  often  tell  us  that  they  make  the  value  of  their 
year's  subscription  out  of  the  information  contained  in  a 
single  paragraph,  but  the  profit  is  not  always  so  direct  as 
fell  to  the  lot  of  a  Lancashire  chemist  the  other  day.  A 
paragraph  appeared  in  the  Widnes  Weekly  News  of  De- 
cember 28  stating  that 

Five  shillings  will  be  paid  at  our  Widnes  office  for  a  copy 
•of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  December  7,  contain- 
ing report  of  Mr.  Hargreaves's  paper  read  before  the  London 
Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  on  the  2nd 
inst. 

We  understand  that  the  editor  has  obtained  all  the  copies 
he  wants,  so  that  his  offer  is  now  "  off  "  ;  but  we  are  glad  to 
notice  this  additional  evidence,  if  any  were  needed,  that 
they  know  how  to  invest  their  money  in  Lancashire. 

A  MOSCOW  MIRACLE. 

The  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  of  the  British  Medical 
Journal  tells  of  a  miraculous  cure  which  has  caused  con- 
siderable excitement  in  Moscow  :— 

The  patient,  N.  D.,  a  lecturer  in  the  Moscow  University, 
had  suffered  from  a  severe  form  of  sycosis  menti  since  June, 
1894,  for  which  he  underwent  treatment  by  various  special- 
ists, such  as  Kaposi,  of  Vienna;  Schwimmer,  of  Buda- 
pest ;  Lassar,  of  Berlin ;  Pospielof,  of  Moscow ;  and 
Stukovenkof,  of  Kief.  In  April  last  he  returned  to  Moscow ; 
his  chin  was  then  covered  with  a  freely-suppurating  erup- 
tion, and  he  sought  the  advice  of  a  "  wise  woman,"  an 
-attendant  at  the  baths,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  giving 
herbs  and  simples  to  her  clients.  In  this  case  no  such 
remedy  was  employed.  N.  D.  was  told  to  meet  the  woman 
next  morning  at  5  o'clock  in  the  Temple  of  the  Saviour, 
the  colossal  church  on  the  Moskva  Biver,  which  has  been 
"building  all  the  century,  and  is  yet  incomplete,  in  memory 
of  the  famous  events  of  1812.  He  came  as  told,  and,  while 
he  remained  a  passive  onlooker,  the  woman  prayed  for  three 
or  four  minutes  ;  the  same  thing  was  repeated  that  evening, 
and  again  the  following  morning.  But  in  the  meantime  the 
eruption  on  N.  D.'s  face  had  begun  to  improve ;  the  dis- 
charge ceased,  the  swelling  subsided,  and  in  twenty-four 
hours  scarcely  a  sign  of  disease  was  left.  These  are  the 
facts  as  given  by  the  patient  and  confirmed  by  Professor 
Kozhevnikoff,  who  adds  that  the  patient  is  of  neurotic 


temperament  ;  his  sister  is  highly  hysterical ;  he  had 
frequently  had  boils  on  both  arms,  with  a  marked  tendency 
to  symmetry  in  position  ;  and  the  sycosis  itself  showed  some 
signs  of  being,  if  not  of  nervous  origin,  at  least  under 
nervous  influence. 

These  latter  particulars  are  added  to  show  that  there  is  a 
natural  reason  for  the  cure — or,  in  other  words,  that  it  was 
no  miracle.  Maybe  not,  but  it  does  not  say  much  for  those 
who  did  not  work  the  miracle,  but  pocketed  the  fees,  that  the 
nervous  origin  of  such  diseases  is  only  discovered  after  some 
quack  or  miracle-worker  has  effected  a  cure. 

COMPANY  LAW  AMENDMENT. 
The  Eeport  under  the  Companies'  Winding-up  Act,  1890, 
just  published  by  the  Board  of  Tiade,  makes  no  reference  to 
the  chemists'  grievance  against  companies  formed  with  the 
object  of  evading  the  Pharmacy  Act,  but  it  is  hopeful  in 
that  it  indicates  emphatically  the  necessity  for  some  amend- 
ments of  the  Companies'  Acts.  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle,  refer- 
ring to  the  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  says  "it  is  hoped  that  it  may  shortly  be 
possible  to  carry  into  effect  many  of  the  valuable  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  by  mears  of  legislation  "  ;  and 
Mr.  John  Smith,  the  Inspector-General  in  Companies' 
Liquidation,  who  contributes  the  largest  section  of  the 
Report,  shows,  by  a  number  of  illustrations,  how  urgently 
a  closer  control  over  public  companies  from  their  formation 
onwards  is  needed.  The  number  of  new  companies  regis- 
tered during  1894  was  2,670,  and  the  total  number  of  com- 
panies on  the  register  in  April  1895  was  16,988.  Mr.  Smith 
estimates  that  only  about  one-third  of  the  companies 
registered  become  permanently  established.  The  money 
lost  through  companies  compulsorily  wound  up  alone  during 
1894  amounted  to  4,445,5302.  by  contributors,  and 
1,860,9252.  by  creditors ;  and  as  these  form  only  11  per 
cent,  of  the  companies  actually  wound  up,  89  per  cent, 
being  wound  up  voluntarily,  the  figures  give  only  the 
most  fractional  idea  of  the  money  wasted  annu- 
ally in  abortive,  absurd,  and  fraudulent  schemes. 
Among  the  companies  commented  on  there  are  no  exclusively 
drug  concerns.  We  find  Lorraine,  Spencer  &  Co.  (Limited), 
which  took  over  a  business  of  artificial  cattle-food  manu- 
facturers at  Eickmansworth,  and  failed  after  trading  for 
four  years  and  two  months  with  an  estimated  deficiency  of 
8,5642.  The  Rizine  Company  was  formed  to  take  over  from 
Messrs.  Gillman  &  Spencer  (Limited),  the  business  in  rizine. 
After  buying  the  business  for  12,5002.  in  cash  and  25,0002.  in 
shares,  and  losing  heavily  for  some  years,  debentures  to  the 
amount  of  20,0002.  were  given  to  the  vendor  company  to 
secure  further  supplies.  Under  these  debentures  the  vendor 
company  ultimately  took  possession  of  the  business  to  the 
exclusion  of  trade  creditors  for  4,8092.  They  subsequently, 
however,  paid  1,0002.  for  the  equity  of  redemption  under 
the  debentures.  Roberts's  Patent  Capsule  Mineral  Water 
Company  (Limited)  was  offered  to  the  public  by  means  of 
10,000  prospectuses,  but  no  subscriptions  were  obtained. 
The  vendor,  however,  carried  on  the  company  with  no 
capital  whatever— not  even  the  72.  nominally  subscribed  for 
by  the  signatories  being  paid.  After  eight  months'  trading 
the  vendor  took  possession  as  a  debenture  holder  to  the 
exclusion  of  trade  creditors  for  about  1,2002.  These  are 
instances  quoted  from  a  great  many  others,  particulars  of 
which  are  given  in  the  report. 


What  the  Queen  Dhinks. — The  St.  James's  Gazette  of 
December  24  gives  a  reprint  of  one  of  the  Queen's  Christmas 
menus.  It  was  a  very  substantial  and  varied  repast,  flavoured 
with  twelve  different  wines  and  various  liqueurs,  but  accord- 
ing to  this  authority  Balmoral  whisky  and  Apollinaris  are 
j  provided  for  the  use  of  her  Majesty,  who  takes  nothing  else. 
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SOME  BOOKS  OF  1895. 
If  one  may  judge  from  the  rapidity  with  which  unreviewed 
books  grow  in  balk  on  the  pharmaceutical  reviewer's  table, 
the  chemists  and  druggists  of  to-day  have  an  insatiable 
appetite  for  literature.  It  is,  however,  noticeable  that 
comparatively  few  books  which  come  to  us  ate  strictly 
pharmaceutical ;  indeed,  the  number  of  authors  connected 
with  the  English  drug-trade  at  the  present  moment  do,  not 
for  exceed  a  score,  and  yet  they  have  fairly  occupied  the 
whole  field  of  the  druggist's  needs.    It  follows  that  new 

comers  must  find  it  difficult  to  give  us  things 
"  bqo^'"*    'nat  rea^y  are  new-  Old  faveurites  remain,  too. 

Here,  for  example,  is  the  tenth  edition  of 
Beasley's  Druggist's  General  Receipt  Booh,  before  us, 
and  it  is  so  very  like  its  predecessors  that  one  must  suppose 
that  J.  &  A.  Churchill,  who  publish  it,  find  a  ready  market 
for  it.  We  have  a  great  respect  for  old  Beasley,  and  are  not 
sorry  to  find  in  it  practically  everything  that  was  in  the 
1861  edition,  nor  surprised  that  the  modern  requirements  oE 
the  trade  are  not  catered  for  with  thoroughness.  It  is  really 
appalling  to  read  some  of  Beasley's  pages,  for  example,  those 
on  "  Photography  "  pages  419-430,  the  information  in  which 
is  so  archaic  and  fantastic  that  it  is  difficult  for  one  to  realise 
that  the  book  was  published  in  the  year  of  grace  1895  From 
Messrs.  John  K  King  &  Son,  Manchester  has  come  to  us  a  copy 

of  the  fifth  edition  of  Dr  Samuel  0.  L  Potter's 
Potter's  Handbook  of  Materia  Mcdiea,  Pharmacy,  and 
MecMca1     Therapeutic,  a  work  which  was  first  published 

in  1886,  and  has  enjoyed  a  considerable  re- 
putation in  the  United  States.  The  book  extends  to  over 
800  pages,  and  in  arrangement  does  not  differ  materially 
from  the  more  popular  works  on  therapeutics,  but  there  is 
one  section  of  the  work  —  "  Special  Therapeutics" — better  done 
than  in  any  book  of  this  kind.  In  this  diseases  are  arranged 
alphabetically,  and  the  remedies  specified  by  the  best  thera- 
peutists are  grouped  under  each  heading,  with  two  or  more 
prescriptions.  The  pithiness  of  these  notes  and  the  exce  Hence 
of  the  prescriptions  alone  commend  the  book  to  prescribers. 
We  also  admire  the  author's  style  ;  he  seems  to  write  as  one 
would  expect  an  old  family  practitioner  to  write,  and  if 
occasionally  his  advanced  pharmacology  may  be  at  fault  one 
overlooks  that  because  the  rest  has  the  appearance  of  that 
stuff  which  a  man  learns  only  by  experience.  Although  the 
volume  costs  27*.  6d  many  chemists  with  a  medical  turn  will 
find  it  a  good  investment.  The  author  is  a  Californian 
medical  professor,  and  we  see  now  and  then  in  the  book 
passages  which  are  not  quite  applicable  to  English  pharmacy. 
For  example : — 

After  many  years'  experience  in  prescribing  on  blanks  furnished  by  drug- 
gists the  writer  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  much  better,  for 
many  reasons,  for  the  physician  to  have  his  own  blanks  without  the  address 
of  any  drug-store  thereon.  ...  It  is  doubtless  a  fact  familiar  to  every 
■observer  that  the  old-time  confidential  relations  between  the  professions 
of  physician  and  pharmacist  have  almost  passed  into  oblivion.  In  fact,  the 
tendency  of  pharmacy  nowadays  is  towards  the  position  of  a  mere  money- 
making  trade,  instead  of  in  the  exalted  direction  of  a  profession.  The 
indiscriminate  renewing  of  prescriptions,  the  open  sale  of  quack  nostrums 
and  homoeopathic  pellets,  the  readiness  with  which  counter-prescribing  is 
indulged  in,  insinuations  too  frequently  made  over  the  drug-counter  in 
reflection  on  physicians,  and  many  other  similar  practices,  have  caused  the 
non-combatant  profession  to  regard  the  average  druggist  with  suspicion. 

We  regret  to  hear  that  the  relations  between  American 
physicians  and  pharmacists  are  not  so  good  as  they  used  to 
be,  but  we  hesitate  to  accept  all  that  Dr.  Potter  says  as 
being  true  of  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

The  teaching  of  elementary  chemistry  has  for 
^hemr9tryy  a  dozen  years  or  more  been  earnestly  occupying 

the  minds  of  leading  professors  of  the  science 
in  this  country,  and  their  admonitions  and  lectures  have  had 
some  effect  upon  a  few  of  the  small  t6xt-books  which  are  put 
into  the  hands  of  eager  but  embryo  chemists.  Our  Depart- 
ment of  the  Science  and  Art  has  taken  the  side  of  the 
dissatisfied,  and  a  new  syllabus  has  been  issued  which 
incorporates  changes  eminently  calculated  to  make  students 
nbserve.  Professor  William  A.  Tilden  has  written  a  small 
book  about  this.    It  is  entitled  Hints  011  the  Teaching  of 


■Elementary  Chemistry  in  Schools  and  Science  Classes,  and 
is  published  by  Longmans,  Green  k.  Co.,  at  2s.  The 
same  publishers  have  recently  issued  a  book  of  the  same 
size  by  Mr.  Vaughan  Cornish,  M.Sc,  entitled  Practical 
Proofs  of  Chemical  Zan-s  We  cannot  resist  the  opportunity 
of  contrasting  the  two,  they  have  so  much  akin  to  each 
other ;  and  we  may  state  that  Professor  Tilden's  book  contains 
"the  substance  of  a  short  course  of  lectures  given  to  a  class 
of  teacher?,"  while  Mr.  Cornish's  appears  to  be  intended  for 
"  pupils  between  twelve  and  eighteen  yeais  of  age,"  for  such 
persons  have  furnished  the  "  results  quoled  in  the  text." 
Teachers  of  chemistry  may  be  roughly  divided  into  three 
classes — (1)  those  who  cram  facts  into  their  pupils'  heads, 

(2)  those  who  insist  upon  strict  accuracy  of  experiment,  and 

(3)  those  who  use  the  science  as  a  means  of  training  all  the 
faculties  of  observation,  and  do  not  worry  about  fractions 
of  a  milligramme.  Mr.  Cornish  belongs  to  the  second 
class  ;  Professor  Tilden  to  the  third.  We  may  say  in  regard 
to  the  books  of  both  that  the  schemes  of  experiment  are 
excellent,  for  every  one  is  intended  to  prove  a  fundamental 
principle  of  chemistry.  This  is  the  proper  method,  and 
much  better  than  the  comparatively  useless  experiments  of 
making  and  exploding  gases  which  we  were  wont  to  do  when 
we  were  young.  As  an  example  of  the  kind  of  work  now 
required  of  the  beginner  we  abstract  an  experiment  from 
each  of  the  books,  the  quotations  also  showing  the  different 
styles.  The  experiment  is  in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  a 
sulphide : — 


Tilden. 

Put  about  1  gramme  of  sulphur 
in  a  covered  crucible,  heat  and  drop 
in  a  weighed  piece  of  copper  (about 
■5  gramme).  Continue  the  heat 
until  excess  of  sulphur  is  volatilised 
Cool,  weigh,  add  a  little  more 
sulphur,  reheat,  &c,  to  see  that  the 
weight  is  the  same.  Air  should  be 
excluded  from  the  crucible,  and  this 
is  best  done  by  heating  in  an 
atmosphere  of  coal-gas,  conducted 
into  the  crucible  through  a  clay 
tobacco-pipe.  (This  is  described  in 
three-quarters  of  a  page.) 


Cornish. 

Take  about  1  gramme  of  silver, 
cut,  put  into  a  glass  tube,  and 
accurately  weigh.  In  a  stoppered 
weighing-tube  weigh  about  -15  to 
•20  gramme  of  sulphur.  Transfer 
to  the  glass  tube,  minute  care 
being  taken  to  get  every  particle  in. 
Air  is  displaced  from  the  tube  by 
means  of  OO,,  and  the  tube  sealed 
and  heated  for  a  few  hours.  After 
cooling  it  is  opened,  the  sulphide 
detached,  the  tube  carefully  brushed 
out,  and  weighed.  If  there  is  an 
excess  of  sulphur  adhering  to  the 
glass  the  latter  is  weighed,  then  I 
washed  withcarbon  bisulphide, dried> 
and  weighed  again.  Then  the  calcu- 
lations are  worked  out.  (Four  pages 
used  to  describe  the  experiment.)  I 

The  object  of  the  lesson  i9  in  each  case  the  same — viz.,  to 
prove  the  law  of  definite  proportions.  We  agree  with 
Professor  Tilden  that  "  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
great  theories  of  chemistry  can  be  established  by  experiments 
conducted  wholly  by  beginners."  Mr.  Cornish  makes  that 
mistake,  and  writes  in  such  a  scientific-  society  style  that  we 
should  really  hesitate  to  put  his  book  into  the  hands  of  a 
boy  of  a  nervous  disposition.  It  might  turn  his  head.  But 
Professor  Tilden's  little  book  is  quite  different.  It  repre- 
sents the  common-sense  of  chemistry,  and  we  should  like  to 
hear  of  every  pharmaceutical  teacher  putting  his  students 
through  the  book  during  the  first  fortnight  of  their  studies. 
Better  for  the  teachers  to  get  both  of  the  books,  for  there  is 
much  good  stuff  in  Mr.  Cornish's,  and  the  contrast  is  in- 
structive. 

The  eleventh  part  of  M.  Reber's  Gallery  of  Eminent  Thera- 
peutists and  Pharmacognosists  is  interesting  to  British  chemists 
M  on  account  of  the  excellent  portrait  it  contains 

Hoimes.  of  Mr  E  M  HolmeS)  curator  0f  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  museum.  There  is  a  lengthy  biography  of 
Mr.  Holmes  (in  French),  followed  by  a  list  of  the  two 
hundred  and  odd  papers  written  by  the  eminent  botanist. 
"  Those  who  only  know  Mr.  Holmes  by  his  contributions  to 
pharmaceutical  literature,"  says  the  biographer,  "  will  have 
their  interest  aroused  by  the  large  amount  and  the  high 
value  of  the  work  he  has  accomplished.  But  those  who 
have  conversed  with  the  man  himself,  be  it  only  once  in 
their  lives,  will  ever  cherish  towards  him  feelings  of  genuine 
friendship,  because  of  bis  great  goodness  of  heart,  and  of  the 
natural  kindness  which  Mr.  Holmes  shows  towards  those 
who  seek  his  assistance  in  the  branches  of  science  which  he 
has  made  his  own."    And  so  say  all  of  us.    Besides  that  of 
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Mr.  Holmes,  the  pait  contains  illustrated  biographies  of  Mr. 
P.  van  Leersum,  the  present  director  of  Government  cinchona 
cultures  in  Java,  and  of  three  other  pharmacists  whose 
names  are  less  familiar  in  this  country.  The  twelfth  part, 
which  has  just  been  issued,  deals,  amoDg  others,  with  a  man 
whose  name  is  a  household  word  in  international  chemistry 
— Professor  Gustave  Planchon,  director  of  the  Ecole  Su- 
perieure  de  Pharmacie  at  Paris ;  and  Professor  Heinrich 
Beckarts,  of  Brunswick,  is  also  noticed  in  this  part. 

We  are  somewhat  disappointed  with  the  Commercial 
Guide  and  Trade  Directory  of  Japan  (Kegan  Paul  &  Co., 
Limited),  which  Mr.  R.  Taqui  has  compiled 

Directory  an<^  edited.  From  his  position  as  Chancellor 
of  the  Consulate  of  Japan  in  London,  it  must 
be  presumed  that  Mr.  Taqui  had  opportunities  second  to 
none  for  compiling  a  really  excellent  work  of  the  kind,  but 
we  cannot  think  that  he  has  used  these  opportunities  as  well 
as  he  might.  The  Commercial  Guide  is  a  stout  8vo 
volume  of  some  450  pages,  and  to  say  that  it  contains  much 
valuable  commercial  information  is  only  to  expound  the 
obvious.  It  was  said,  we  believe,  of  the  gentlemen  who 
first  provided  a  versified  English  translation  of  the  Psalms, 
that  among  such  a  quantity  of  lines  there  could  not  help 
being  some  beautiful  ones,  and  the  same  principle  holds 
good  of  Mr.  Taqui's  book.  His  shortcomings  are  those  of 
omission  rather  than  commission.  What  he  provides  is  good 
of  its  kind,  although  we  are  not  sure  that  the  business  man 
can  be  particularly  interested  in  a  list  of  the  reigning 
sovereigns  of  Japan  from  the  Emperor  Jimmu,  who 
flourished  660  years  before  the  Christian  era,  down  to  the 
present  ruler  of  the  Great  East  Asian  Empire,  or  that  the 
full  list  of  names  of  Japanese  peers  and  M.P.'s  might  not 
have  been  omitted.  We  expected  to  find  in  Mr.  Taqui's 
directory  a  large  fund  of  authentic  information  on  the  chief 
products  of  Japan  and  on  the  particular  kinds  of  Euro- 
pean goods  required  in  the  Empire.  On  these  subjects 
the  information  given  is  of  the  slightest.  The  trade- 
directory  of  the  principal  towns,  however,  will  be  useful  to 
many  merchants,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  text  of  the 
Japanese  commercial  treaties  and  Customs  tariff.  The 
book  is  published  at  a  guinea,  and  contains  a  couple  of 
good  maps. 


personalities* 


■  Mb.  Samuel  Figgis,  of  the  firm  of  S.  Figgis  &  Co.,  drug 
brokers,  has  gone  on  a  trip  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

Messes.  Knowles  &  Fostee,  South  American  merchants 
of  48  Moorgate  Street,  E.C.,  have  given  their  power  of 
attorney  to  Mr.  Richard  Foster,  jun. 

Owing  to  his  advanced  age,  Professor  Du  Bois-Reymond 
has  resigned  the  office  of  a  permanent  secretary  to  the 
Physical  and  Mathematical  Faculties  of  Berlin  University, 
which  he  has  held  for  many  years. 

Alderman  Palmee,  the  pharmaceutical  Mayor  of 
Grimsby,  gave  a  Christmas  dinner  to  the  patients  in  the 
Grimsby  Hospital,  and  distributed  money  gifts  among  all 
the  members  of  the  Grimsby  police  force. 

Me.  Alex.  Napieb,  who  for  the  past  four  years  has  re- 
presented in  the  North  Messrs.  Currie  &  Hutchinson,  whole- 
sale druggists,  Newcastle- on-Tyne,  has  undertaken  a  similar 
commission  from  Messrs.  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  of 
Manchester,  and  will  commence  his  new  duties  early  this 
year. 

Mb.  Wm.  Robeets,  Lowestoft,  has  been  appointed  dis- 
penser to  the  Stockport  Infirmary.  The  late  dispenser,  Mr. 
W.  W.  Lees,  held  the  appointment  thirty-one  years. 


Explosion  at  a  Univeesity. — At  Gottingen  on  Decem- 
ber 9,  during  some  experiments  in  the  chemical  laboratory  at 
the  University,  a  glass  gasometer  exploded.  Professor 
Wallach  was  severely  injured  in  the  ear,  and  ten  students 
also  received  serious  injuries.  Several  other  persons,  includ- 
ing a  lady,  were  slightly  hurt. 


Ifrencb  IRem 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.") 


The  Centenaby  op  the  Fbench  Institute.— The 
decorations  awarded  in  connection  with  the  centenary  are 
now  being  made  known.  M.  Joseph  Bertrand,  co-secretary 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  M.  Berthelot  are  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Grand  Officers  of  the  Legion  of  Honour.  Dr. 
Duclaux,  Director  of  the  Pasteur  Institute  and  professor  of 
biological  chemistry  at  the  Sorbonne,  receives  the  grade  of 
officer  of  the  same  order,  as  also  do  MM.  Grimaux  and  Henri 
Moissan,  the  distinguished  chemists.  A  certain  number  of 
foreign  scientists  will  likewise  receive  decorations, of  the 
Legion  of  Honour. 

Ammonia  Customebs. — Two  Paris  workmen  succeeded 
in  intoxicating  themselves  the  other  day,  but  retained  suffi- 
cient intelligence  to  decide  that  it  might  be  inexpedient  to 
return  to  their  wives  in  that  condition.  They  consequently 
decided  to  take  some  ammonia,  and  entered  a  pharmacy  to 
get  a  dose.  The  pharmacien,  however,  with  a  strict  regard 
for  the  law,  refused  to  serve  his  tipsy  clients  unless  they 
brought  a  doctor's  prescription.  That  irritated  the  work- 
men, and  they  began  to  assault  the  pharmacist  and  to  wreck 
his  premises.  A  few  minutes  later  two  policemen  arrested 
the  aggressors  while  in  the  act  of  smashing  the  bottles  in  the 
shop. 

Academy  op  Sciences. — The  Council  meeting  of  this 
Academy  was  held  in  Paris  last  week.  The  President,  M. 
Marcy,  in  referring  to  the  prizes  awarded  during  the  past 
year,  said  that  among  the  highest  awards  given  by  the 
French  Institute,  the  bi-annual  prize  of  20,000f.  (800Z.), 
allotted  in  turn  by  each  of  the  five  academies,  had  this  year 
fallen  to  the  gift  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  the  recipient 
was  Professor  Ravult,  of  Grenoble,  the  author  of  important 
works  on  physics  and  chemistry.  Certain  of  M.  Ravult's 
methods  concerning  the  constitution  of  molecular  bodies  are 
now  employed  by  scientific  men  throughout  the  world.  A 
number  of  other  prizes  were  also  announced,  including  6,000f . 
to  M.  Sarret,  and  2,000f.  to  M.  Burcher,  both  well-knswn, 
Paris  pharmacists. 

Pbopagation  op  the  Pasteub  Methods. — A  company 
called  the  Societe  d 'application  des  methodes  pastoriennes  was. 
registered  in  Paris  last  week  with  the  object  of  propagating 
and  popularising  the  Pasteur  methods  in  medical  treatment. 
Amongst  the  announced  objects  of  the  Society  is  the  erection 
of  a  hospital  in  the  Rue  Dutot,  Paris,  where  treatment  by 
inoculation  will  be  made  a  speciality.  The  present  capital 
of  the  Society  is  10,000f.  (400Z.)  in  one  hundred  shares  of 
lOOf.  each,  which  have  all  been  taken  up.  The  duration  is 
for  ninety-nine  years.  The  first  committee  consists  of  MM. 
Emile  Roux,  I.  B.  Pasteur,  Duclaux  and  Vallery-Radot.  In 
the  event  of  surplus  profits  after  paying  3  per  cent,  to  share- 
holders, a  general  meeting  will  be  held  to  decide  if  such 
surplus  shall  be  distributed  as  dividend  or  if  the  money  shall 
be  retained  for  purposes  of  development. 

A  New  Sebum. — Medical  Science  has  to  register  a  new 
progress  due  to  serotheraphy.  The  discovery  again  emanates 
from  the  Pasteur  Institute  and  is  due  to  Dr.  Marmoreck,  a 
young  Austrian  savant,  after  four  years'  research.  The  new 
serum  is  claimed  as  a  cure  for  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever, 
as  well  as  for  all  maladies  due  to  streptococcus,  which  is  the 
cause  of  so  many  cases  of  infection  and  very  frequently 
death.  Dr.  Marmoreck  uses  horses  for  preparing  the  new 
serum,  and  has  made  numerous  experiments  on  animals  which 
were  all  successful.  During  the  past  few  weeks  experiments 
have  been  made  in  one  of  the  hospitals  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  Chantemasse  with  the  best  results ;  in  fact,  it  is 
stated  that  as  a  result  of  this  treatment  mortality  from 
erysipelas  has  been  reduced  by  three-fourths.  Professor 
Chantemasse  will  probably  fully  explain  the  new  method  at 
the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine  this  month  (January).  It  is 
also  stated  that  Dr.  Marmoreck's  serum  will  prove  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  Dr.  Roux's  antidiphtheric  cure  as  tending  to  arrest 
the  mortality  of  children  who  succumb  to  streptococcus  under 
that  treatment.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Paris  Municipal  Council 
last  Monday  a  report  on  the  subject  by  Professor  Chante- 
masse was  read  by  M.  Straoss,  and  the  statement  that  the 
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use  of  the  new  serum  as  a  cure  for  erysipelas  would  prove  a 
boon  to  Parisians  was  received  with  loud  applause. 

The  Attack  ox  a  Phaemacy. — The  Paris  Press  has 
shown  a  decided  tendency  to  take  the  part  of  M.  Chabaud 
against  the  pharmaceutical  students  in  the  matter  of  the 
outrage  on  the  former's  pharmacy.  The  Eclair  says  the 
damages  are  fortunately  not  great,  and  may  be  estimated  at 
about  20Z.,  but  adds  that  if  the  ringleaders  are  prudent  they 
will  not  recommence.  The  students  have  endeavoured  to 
explain  their  view  of  the  case  in  a  letter  addressed  to  that 
newspaper,  in  which  they  say :  "  If  a  man  sets  up  a  pharmacy 
like  a  grocer's  shop  that  is  his  business  ;  but  in  addition  this 
one  announces  to  the  public  that  he  will  make  up  prescrip- 
tions at  50c.  each.  We  have  all  had  a  minimum  of  four 
years'  experience  of  pharmacy,  and  know  that  this  is  impos- 
sible, and  anyone  attempting  it  has  only  two  alternatives — 
(1)  to  merely  supply  water,  more  or  less  coloured ;  (2)  to 
give  residues  of  drugs,  and  even  these  not  in  proper  quanti- 
ties. Of  course,  the  question  of  curing  patients  is  waived. 
This  is  our  only  motive  for  acting,  and  we  did  so  merely  in 
the  interest  of  public  health,  the  purely  commercial  elements 
being  indifferent  to  us  as  students.  We  are  resolved  to 
maintain  security  for  the  public,  as  well  as  the  good  reputa- 
tion of  pharmacy."  An  important  point,  of  course,  is  to 
respect  the  law  at  the  same  time,  which  the  students  failed 
lo  do,  and  for  the  present  M.  Chabaud  leaves  his  shop- 
windows  in  their  broken  condition  as  ocular  proof  of  this. 
Some  Paris  pharmacists  think  that  the  publicity  given  to 
this  latest  cutting  pharmacy  may  induce  other  men  who  are 
desirous  of  commencing  business  with  a  minimum  of  capital 
to  follow  in  a  similar  groove.  If  this  occurs,  and  is  carried 
to  any  extent,  the  result  would  certainly  be  to  lower  the 
dignity  of  the  profession  in  France,  and  may  lead  to  a 
crisis. 


Cta  Jjaris  fctse  Cljemkai  ^atari-atom- 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


MUCH  interest  has  been  aroused  in  chemical  circles  by 
the  announcement  that  the  Paris  Excite  Chemical 
Laboratory  will  in  all  probability  be  removed  shortly  to  other 
premises.  A  representative  of  the  C.  $  D.  paid  a  visit  to  its 
present  location  recently,  to  gather  a  few  details  concerning 
the  nature  of  the  work  carried  on  there.  In  the  absence  of 
M.  Bardy,  the  chief  chemist,  M.  Lebrasseur,  his  principal 
assistant,  courteously  volunteered  the  information. 

"Ah,  yes!  I  know  your  journal  well,"  said  he,  "I  was  in 
London  for  some  three  months  with  Mr.  Hirsch,  the  analyst, 
of  Mark  Lane.  Well,  the  fact  is  the  Ministry  having  fallen 
since  the  change  was  first  spoken  of,  we  hardly  know 
what  will  be  done.  The  statement  that  the  proximity  of  the 
laboratory  to  the  archives  is  a  danger  is  not  quite  correct ; 
we  have  nothing  dangerous  in  the  place  beyond  a  few 
samples  of  alcohol,  which  are  carefully  removed  every  night 
to  an  isolated  building.  But  this  plot  of  land  is  very  valu- 
able on  account  of  its  situation  in  the  best  part  of  Paris, 
between  the  Madeleine  and  the  Hue  de  Kivoli.  It  is  estimated, 
I  am  told,  to  produce  2,500f .  a  square  metre  (over  83Z.  a  square 
yard)  ;  and  the  question  is  altogether  a  financial  one." 

"  One  of  the  picturesque  bits  of  old  Paris  will  be  destroyed 
if  this  building  disappears  ? " 

"  Quite  so.  As  you  may  guess  by  the  quaint  roofs  and 
cloistered  court  this  is  an  ancient  religious  building  ;  it  was 
the  convent  attached  to  the  Church  of  the  Assumption,  that 
large  domed  building  yonder,  and  it  is  a  capital  specimen  of 
Louis  XIII.  architecture,  though  in  very  bad  repair.  I  believe 
it  was  appropriated  by  the  Government  100  years  ago,  like 
most  monastic  establishments." 

"  Has  the  laboratory  been  here  long? " 
"  Since  1875.    The  place  was  a  barracks  before  that.  Now 
we  have  the  archives  and  a  post-office." 
"  Where  were  you  before  1875  ?  " 

"  The  laboratory  was  only  founded  in  that  year.  Before 
that  the  Excise  levied  their  contributions  in  a  very  rough- 
and-ready  manner  and  on  a  most  unscientific  basis.  That 
has  all  been  changed  since." 

"  What  are  your  precise  functions  ?  " 


"  They  are  very  diverse.  Firstly,  you  must  understand,  we 
are  simply  a  branch  of  the  Treasury  offices  (Ministere  des 
Finances).  The  Ministry  is  at  the  Louvre,  and  we  should 
doubtless  be  there  now  if  there  were  room.  This  paper  I 
am  now  writing  is  a  scientific  report  which  the  Minister  has 
asked  for  on  one  of  the  technical  points  connected  with  the 
Inland  Revenue  dues.  Our  most  important  laboratory  is  that 
for  the  sugar-analyses.  You  know  that  the  French  beetroot- 
sugar  industry  is  a  very  big  one,  though  the  Germans  grow 
still  more  than  we  do.  There  is  an  Excise  duty  levied  on  the 
actual  amount  of  sugar  obtained  from  the  beet,  and  not  on 
the  glucose,  molasses,  and  other  foreign  matters  So  at 
every  sugar- factory  we  take  a  sample  from  every  lot  of  100 
bags,  analyse  it,  and  estimate  the  amount  due  to  the  Excise. 
Each  sugar-manufactory  is  considered  as  a  bonded  warehouse, 
and  the  duties  are  only  levied  upon  the  sugar  that  goes  out. 
If  it  is  refined,  drawback  is  given  on  the  molasses  and 
residues,  for,  as  I  have  told  you,  it  is  only  the  sugar  that 
pays." 

"  But  the  beetroot-sugar  crop  all  comes  at  one  time  of  the 
year  ? " 

"  Yes  ;  and  we  are  very  busy  just  now  from  September  till 
February  or  so.  We  do  350  analyses  of  sugar  daily.  Of 
course  additional  chemists  are  employed  during  the  busy 
season." 

"  Are  they  all  experienced  men?  " 

"Yes;  I  myself  have  been  manager  in  a  sugar-manufac- 
tory up  North,  and  I  knew  all  about  the  business  before 
I  came.  I  should  add  that  there  are  three  other  laboratories 
in  the  Northern  departments,  where  the  beetroot-sugar  is 
mostly  produced— viz.,  at  Arras,  Lille,  and  St.  Quentin — as 
well  as  three  at  the  principal  ports  of  importation  of  foreign 
sugars — Nantes,  Bordeaux,  and  Marseilles." 

"  And  what  are  your  other  duties  1 " 

"  The  most  important  is  with  regard  to  alcohol.  There  is 
the  drawback  on  the  alcohol  converted  into  methylated 
spirit  or  used  in  perfumery,  pharmaceutical  products,  varnish, 
&c,  which  we  carefully  supervise.  Among  the  smaller 
details  are  salt,  which  is  subject  to  a  tax,  but  there  is  a 
drawback  on  '  denaturalised '  salt — viz  ,  that  which  is  ren- 
dered unfit  for  table  use  or  culinary  purposes  by  the  ad- 
mixture of  various  substances,  and  used  in  certain  trades. 
We  also  control  wine  and  beer — not  from  a  hygienic  point 
of  view,  you  understand,  but  merely  for  Excise  purposes — 
and  we  generally  give  all  information  needed  by  the  Ministry 
and  sometimes  to  foreign  Governments.  For  instance,  we 
had  a  Russian  Excise  official  here  the  other  day  to  examine 
our  process  for  estimating  the  Excise  on  sugar.  Now  there 
is  one  thing  I  want  to  point  out  to  you.  If  we  leave  here 
we  are  likely  to  go  to  the  Rue  St.  Honorc,  so  as  to  be  nearer 
the  Ministry,  and  we  want  a  largish  sum  to  fit  up  our  place 
properly.  Of  course  people  cry  out  about  lavish  expenditure. 
But  just  come  round  with  me,  and  you  will  see  we  have  none 
too  much  space." 

So  saying,  M.  Lebrasseur  led  the  way  into  a  large,  cheerful 
room  looking  on  to  the  street.  "  Here  is  our  principal  labora- 
tory— sugar  analysis.  As  I  told  you,  we  do  350  and  more 
per  day  in  the  season.  Now  we  have  fifteen  men,  and  they 
can  only  do  twenty  samples  each,  which  only  makes  300  tests 
a  day.  You  see  they  have  about  a  yard  and  a  half  of  table- 
room  each,  and  we  cannot  pack  the  bottles,  &c,  any  closer." 

"  I  notice  that  all  these  tins  of  sugar  bear  only  an  identi- 
fication number,  no  name." 

"  Yes ;  the  Minister  of  Finance  has  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  producers,  but  the  tins  are  sent  us  numbered 
only,  to  render  any  favour  or  underhand  dealing  impossible. 
They  are  sealed  up  at  the  manufactories  and  opened  here. 
Now  come  into  this  side  room.  All  those  shelves  contain 
samples  of  analysed  sugar.  We  keep  them  a  specified  time, 
and  when  they  are  no  longer  needed  we  give  them  to  the 
Mayor  of  the  first  arrondissement  of  the  city,  who  distri- 
butes them  to  the  poor.  Here  is  our  alcohol  laboratory — 
somewhat  smaller  you  see ;  and  this  other  laboratory  is  for 
the  analysis  of  wines,  beers,  &c.  We  have  here  a  little 
corner  devoted  to  the  study  of  vine-diseases ;  here  is  a  dark- 
room for  photographing  microbes,  containing,  as  you  will 
notice,  a  set  of  micro- photographic  apparatus." 

"  And  what  is  this  negative,  M.  Lebrasseur  1 " 

"  That  is  wormwood-powder  viewed  under  a  strong  micro- 
scope. This  powder  is  one  of  the  products  I  referred  to 
which  are  used  to  render  salt  uneatable.    Of  course  we  have 
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to  make  sure  that  it  is  genuine  wormwood-powder.    Here  is 
our  instrument- room."  cvzro" 
"  Do  you  use  all  this  apparatus  1 " 

"No,  not  all.  We  use  the  new  apparatus  here.  Those 
old  things  form  a  sort  of  museum.  For  instance,  if  we  are 
asked  to  compare  the'present  with  the  old  mode  of  testing 
the  strength  of  sugar  or  alcohol,  the  obsolete  instruments 
come  in  handy." 

"  And  all  this  large  apparatus  ?  " 

*'  Ah  !  this  is  what  the  sugar  makers  and  refiners  use  ;  they 
are  often  useful  for  reference.  Here  is  a  small  reference 
library,  and  here  are  our  scales,  all  poised  to  one-hundredth 
of  a  grain  (you  see  I  know  your  English  measures),  so  you 
may  guess  we  do  not  want  them  to  get  dusty.  These  other 
rooms  are  also  quite  full.  Here  is  where  we  do  our  dirty 
work.  This  is  our  lumber-room;  here  is  M.  Baidy's  private 
laboratory,  always  locked  up  when  he  is  not  here.  There  we 
have  offices  for  correspondence  and  bookkeeping.  That  is 
about  all.  Now  you  can  tell  your  readers  what  we  do  and 
whether  we  have  an  inch  to  spare.  And  do  not  forget  to  add 
that  if  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  passes,  which  proposes 
to  give  us  the  analysis  of  wine  to  do  from  a  hygienic  point 
of  view,  we  shall  want  nearly  double  the  premises  we  have 
already." 

"  You  have  the  electric  light.  So  you  do  not  close  at  4  p.m. 
like  other  Government  offices  1 " 


"  No ;  we  stay  till  8.  We  represent  the  working- bee  portion 
of  the  hive." 

Are  your  decisions  with  regard  to  analysis  without  ap- 
peal 1 " 

"  Oh,  no.  There  is  a  laboratory  at  the  Ministry  of  Com- 
merce qualified  to  make  counter-analysis,  and  most  of  the 
various  trade- protection  societies  return  a  competent  analyst 
in  case  any  member  of  their  corporation  considers  himself 
treated  unfairly  by  us.  By  the  way,  not  long  ago  I  had  a 
little  brush  with  the  pharmacists  about  medicated  wines. 
You  know  these  do  not  pay  town  dues  (octroi)  in  Paris, 
although  ordinary  wice  does.  Now,  I  don't  see  why  kola- 
wine,  cinchona- wine,  sherry,  and  such  things,  which  one  can 
take  as  an  aperient  instead  of  absinthe  or  vermouth,  should 
escape  this  duty.  We  brought  on  a  case,  but  the  Court 
decided  against  us.  I  have  asked  the  School  of  Pharmacy, 
as  the  most  competent  body,  to  give  their  opinion  on  the 
matter  ;  but  so  far  they  have  not  done  so.  The  alternative- 
bet  ween  offending  the  Government  on  one  hand,  or  the 
pharmacists  and  the  law  courts  on  the  other,  places  them  in 
an  awkward  position.  What  do  you  think  about  the  matter  ?  " 
Our  representative  opined,  like  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley,  that 
"  much  might  be  said  on  both  sides  " ;  and,  thanking  M.  Le- 
brasseur  for  his  interesting  interview,  withdrew  through  the 
quaint  old  quadrangle  to  the  busy  street  outside. 


jmtmal  ]§mbmt  m  Jfniit. 


Reproduced  from  a  photograph  of  a  plant  grown  by  the  late  Mr.  Usher  at  Bodicote.     The  plant  was  nearly  8  feet 
high,  and  showed  the  characteristics  of  Hyoscyamus  niger  exceptionally  well. 
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prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
■ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  thai  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
■on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  fur 
■miny  articlei  the  range  t>f  quality  is  very  wide. 
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BUSINESS    in  the  drug-market  has  scarcely  jet  been 
resumed  after  the  Christmas  holidays  and  the  stock- 
taking which  followed  them.  There  are  not  many  alterations 
to  report,  but  those  that  we  have  to  record  are  mostly  in  the 
direction  of  firmer  rates.    Nest  week  the  usual  auctions 
will  again  be  held,  and  the  first  drug  sale  of  the  year,  which 
takes  place  on  January  9,  promises  to  be  exceedingly  heavy. 
In  fine  chemicals  the  article  which  has   attracted  most 
attention  this  week  has  been  phenacetin,  upon  the  position 
of  which  we  comment  below  and  in  our  editorial  notes. 
Iodine  is  still  unsettled,  and  no  price  can  be  given.  Opium 
alkaloids  very  firm  and  tending  higher.    Tartar  emetic  has 
been  raised,  but  some  of  the  antimonial  salts  have  been 
reduced  in  price  by  certain  makers.    Quinine  remains  dull  of 
sale.    Cream  of  tartar  is  dearer,  and  carbolic  acid  remains 
quite  firm.    Should  there  be  any  very  serious  advance  in 
carbolic,  the  price  of  salicylic  acid  and  salicylates  would 
probably  also  be  affected.    Citric  acid  is  easier  if  anything, 
but  tartaric   is   quite   fiim.     Glycerine  has  been  rather 
quieter,  although  there  is  no  change  in  the  quotations.  There 
is  some  talk  of  the  possibility  of  an  advance  in  bromine  and 
bromides,    but    at    present  nothing   definite  is  known. 
In  drugs  we  have  to  report  higher  prices  for  cascara 
eagiada  and  gentian-root.     Opium  is  exceedingly  firm, 
and  the  reports  from  the  growing  countries  indicate  a 
prospective  advance.    Balsam  tolu  tending  higher.  Fine 
civet  is  very  scarce.    The  market  has  almost  been  cleared  of 
Californian  honey,  and  saffron  is  tending  rather  firmer  again. 
New  Spanish  ergot  of  rye  has  sold  at  low  rates.  Good 
Tinnevelly-leaves  are  scarce.    In  essential  oils  there  are  few 
changes.     Sandalwood  oil  is  tending  lower,  and  essential 
-oil  of  almonds  has  been  reduced  in  price  by  some  of  the 
English  makers.    Oils  of  cassia,  lemongrass,  and  Japanese 
peppermint    are    very    firm.     Star-anise    oil    shows  no 
change.    Citronella  is  again  a  shade  dearer.    There  are  few 
changes  of  importance  in  drysalteries,  &c.     Qaicksilver  is 
tending  slightly  easier  in  second  hand.    Galls  remain  ^ery 
firm.    Shellac  dull  on  the  spot  and  for  arrival.  Black 
pepper  and  Zanzibar  cloves  are  easier.   In  the  oil  market  we 
have  to  report  an  advance  in  linseed,   unchanged  rates 
for  crude  and  iefined  rape  oil,  and  a  slight  decline 
in  refined  cottonseed  oil.    Cocoa-nut  oil  is  dearer.  Palm 
and  olive  oils  unchanged,  and  turpentine  has  declined  from 
21s.  to  20*.  3d  on  the  spot.    Petroleum  closes  at  6|d.  for 
ordinary  and  8^d.  for  water- white  American,  while  Russian 
offers  at  6£<f.  per  gallon.    The  heavy  chem'cals  are  all  un- 


changed. The  Bank-rate  remains  at  2  per  cent.,  and  the 
quotation  for  bar-silver  is  again  up  from  30—^.  on  Decern, 
ber  24  to  30\d.  per  oz.  on  January  2. 


Our  New  York  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Thursday 
evening,  states  that  copaiba  balsam  is  quoted  at  30c.  to  35c. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  Canada  balsam  is  tending 
weaker.  Balsam  Peru  may  now  be  had  at  #2.30  per  lb. 
There  has  been  an  advance  in  cascara  sagrada,  which  is 
quoted  at  3|c.  per  lb.  Angostura  tonca  beans  are  offering 
at  #2.50  per  lb.  The'stock  of  Curacao  aloes  is  very  low,  and 
fair  quality  may  be  had  at  3ic.  per  lb.  Gum  chicle  in  large 
supply  at  3lc.  per  lb.  for  fair  quality.  Huanoco  coca-leaves  are 
quoted  at  28c.  and  Truxillo  at  19c.  per  lb.  The  price  of 
lobelia  is  7c.  per  lb.  Opium  is  very  firmly  held,  at  $2  per 
lb.,  while  morphia  is  also  firmly  held  at  $1  40c.  per  oz1* 
Quinine  is  steady,  at  28c.  per  oz.  from  the  makers,  while 
second-hand  holders  shade  this  quotation  by  a  fraction. 
Small  lots  of  golden-seal  root  have  been  sold  at  22|c.  per 
lb.  Mandrake-root  is  steadier  at  <\\d.  per  lb.,  and  senega 
at  from  22c.  to  25c.  per  lb.  American  refined  spermaceti 
very  quiet,  at  38c,  beeswax,  at  31c.  per  lb.  The  tendency 
of  turpentine  is  upwaid,  31c.  being  the  present  quotation. 


Acid  (Acetic). — The  combination  prices  remain  un- 
changed for  the  present,  at  14s.  9d.  for  30  per-cent.,  16*.  for 
33  per-cent.  (B.P.),  and  40*  9d.  for  Glacial  in  lots  between 
10  cwt.  and  4  tons.  For  larger  quantities  special  terms 
are  made.  The  present  prices  of  Acetate  of  lime  are 
exceedingly  low,  and  there  is  some  expectation  that  quota- 
tions may  be  considerably  advanced.  Brown  quality  is 
held  for  51. ;  Grey  ditto  for  81.  10s.  per  ton. 

Acid  (Carbolic)  remairs  exceedingly  firm.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  34°  to  35°  C  crystals  could  still  be  had  at 
6|i.  per  lb.,  while  for  39°  to  40°  C.  Id.  per  lb.  is  the  general 
bottom  price.  It  is  reported  that  all  the  manufacturers 
are  full  of  orders  for  the  present  and  unable  to  accept  any 
further  contracts  for  early  delivery. 

Acid  (Citbic). — The  market  is  rather  easier,  the  EDglish 
manufacturers  now  quoting,  we  urderstand,  Is.  2\d.  per  lb., 
whereas  last  week  they  still  asked  Is.  3d. ;  second-hand 
holders'  prices  are  unchanged  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Concentrated 
lemon- juice  offers  at  14Z.  5s  to  142.  10s.  per  pipe,  f.o.b. 

Acid  (Tabtaeic)  may  still  be  had  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  for 
B.P.  quality  from  the  English  manufacturers,  but  those 
gentlemen  are  not  inclined  to  sell  for  forward  delivery,  and 
the  general  tendency  of  the  article  is  decidedly  firmer. 
Foreign  brands  firmer  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb. 

Antimonial  Salts.— The  prices  of  some  of  these  have 
just  been  lowered  by  the  English  manufacturers,  Crocus  being 
now  quoted  at  31s.  for  crystals  and  34s.  for  powder ; 
sulphide  nig ,  at  19s.  for  crystals  and  22s.  for  powder.  This 
is  a  decline  of  3s.  per  cwt.  The  price  for  Golden  sulphide 
remains  Is.,  and  for  Oxide,  B.P.,  Is  3d  per  lb.,  while  Antim. 
Pot.  Tart,  is  quoted  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  for  powder  or  crystals. 

Balsam  Tolu  is  tending  higher.  Genuine  quality  still 
effers  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  in  London,  but  advices  from  America 
forecast  much  higher  prices  in  the  near  future,  as  much  as 
4s  per  lb.  being  talked  of  as  a  likely  quotation. 

Beominb — The  market  position  is  said  to  be  very  sound 
at  present,  and  hints  are  thrown  out  that  an  advance  in 
the  syndicate  price  of  Bromide  of  potassium  with  other 
bromides  is  not  altogether  unlikely. 

Caecara  Sagrada  is  recovering  from  its  long- neglected 
position,  and  the  spot  price  for  good  quality  is  now  from 
17s.  6d.  to  18s.  per  cwt.  For  shipment,  the  quotation  is  now 
16s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  whereas  until  recently  there  were  sellers 
at  14s.  Qd.  to  15s.  per  cwt.,  c  if. 

Civet.— Fine  quality  is  still  very  firmly  held  at  up  to 
50s.  per  oz. ;  ordinary  grades  are  fairly  plentiful,  and  some- 
what difficult  of  sale. 
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Coal-tab  Distillation-products. — Benzoles  are  per- 
haps slightly  easier,  although  the  position  remains  as  strong 
as  ever.  For  the  present,  however,  consumers  have  covered 
their  requirements  :  90's  are  quoted  to-day  at  2s.  3d.,  50's  at 
2s.  per  gallon.  Creasote  has  been  in  rather  better  demand 
lately,  and  prices  are  tending  somewhat  higher — viz.,  \\d. 
to  2d.  per  gallon.    Toluol,  Is.  3d. ;  Pitch,  31s ,  f.o.b. 

Cream  of  Tartar  has  advanced  fully  Is.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
from  the  week.  A  few  dajs  ago  sales  of  best  white  Irench 
crystals  were  made  at  84s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Bordeaux,  but 
to-day  86s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.,  is  asked  in  that  position.  On  the 
spot  the  quotation  is  95s.  for  powder,  and  93s.  for  crystals. 

Ergot  of  Eye. — Fine  bold  new  Spanish  ergot  has  been 
sold  privately,  at  9d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Gentian- root  is  considerably  dearer.  Until  recently 
good  French  quality  might  be  had  at  14s.  Qd.  to  14s.  9d.  per 
cwt.,  but  to-day  the  asking  price  is  from  17s.  to  17s,  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Glycerine  is  still  held  at  unchanged  prices  by  the 
manufacturers — viz.,  from  70s.  up  to  77s.  Qd.  for  English  and 
German  double-distilled,  s.g.  1-260,  according  to  brand. 
Second-hand  German  has  been  offering  rather  more  freely, 
however,  at  70s.  per  cwt.  for  prompt  delivery,  and  from  67s. 
per  cwt.  upwards  for  forward  delivery,  from  Apiil  until  the 
end  of  the  year.  Dynamite  glycerine,  however,  is  still 
rising,  the  present  quotation  being  about  51.  per  ton  above 
that  of  the  middle  of  December,  while  supplies  are  very 
scarce. 

Honey. — The  bulk  of  the  London  stocks  of  Californian 
honey  have  been  cleared  on  the  basis  of  42s.  per  cwt.  for 
fine  quality. 

Iodine. — Unaltered.  The  syndicate  make  no  quotation 
as  yet,  and  the  market  remains  in  a  state  of  suspended 
animation. 

Liquorice- root  has  been  in  some  demand  lately  at  the 
low  prices  that  have  prevailed,  and  several  parcels  of  Persian 
have  been  taken  out  of  the  market,  but  farther  arrivals  are 
expected  shortly.    Fair,  decorticated  root  is  quoted  at  2Qs  , , 
ordinary  rough  at  from  5s.  to  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Lithia.  —  Unaltered.  Carbonate  is  quoted  at  6s.  3d. 
Citrate  in  crystals  at  4s.  9d.,  powder  at  5s.  per  lb.  for  2-cwt. 
lots. 

Nux  Vomica. — The  new  crop  of  this  drug  is  now  arriving 
at  the  Indian  shipping  ports.  It  is  said  that  it  is  so  wet  as 
to  be  unfit  for  shipment  at  present. 

Oils  (Essential). — Without  material  alteration.  Star- 
anise  is,  if  anything,  tending  firmer,  with  few,  if  any,  sellers 
below  10s.  3d.  per  lb.  For  Citronella  oil  it  is  reported  that 
Is.  lOd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  is  asked  for  present  shipment, 
while  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted  for  shipment  end  of  1 
May.  On  the  spot  the  price  is  2s.  per  lb.  Lemon-grass  oil, 
2\d.  to  2\&.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Some  of  the  English  manu- 
facturers of  Sandalwood  oil  have  reduced  their  quotations, 
and  now  ask  13s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Santal  flav.  Ang.  in  small  lots. 1 
For  quantities,  12s.  Qd.  per  lb.  would  be  accepted  for  English 
and  12s.  per  lb.  for  foreign  oil.  Lower  prices  are  quoted  for 
English  essential  oil  of  almonds — viz  ,  22s.  per  lb.  for  the 
ordinary  quality,  and  26s.  for  that  free  from  prussic  acid. 
Otto  of  rose  very  firm,  and  there  seems  to  be,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  no  immediate  prospect  of  any  decline  in  the  quota- 
tions. Peppermint  oil  fairly  steady.  American  HGH  offers 
at  10s.  to  10s.  l^d.  per  lb.  Japanese  oil  is  quoted  at  6s.  Qd. 
per  lb.  for  Demeniholised,  and  at  7s.  9(2.  for  oil  containing 
40  per  cent,  of  menthol.  These  are  the  spot  quotations  ;  for 
arrival  the  price  ranges  about  3d.  per  lb.  less.  Oil  of  cassia 
is  steady,  high  prices  being  asked  on  the  spot,  nominally 
lis.  6d.  per  lb.  for  85  per  cent.,  10s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  70  to  75 
per  cent.,  9s.  for  60  to  65  per  cent.,  and  8s.  per  lb.  for  non- 
guaranteed  oil. 

Opium  still  continues  to  harden.  On  Saturday  and 
Monday  a  fairly  considerable  amount  of  business  was  done 
in  London,  and  prices  are  very  firm  all  round,  at  from 
10s.  9d.  to  12s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  good  to  fine  Soft-shipping ; 
8s.  to  8s  9d.  for  good  to  fine  Smyrna ;  7s.  Qd.  to  7s.  9d.  for 
Druggists'  seconds,  and  from  7s.  Qd.  to  ,8s.  9d.  for  ordipary 
to  fine   Constantinople.    Persian  maintains  its  price  at 


13s.  Qd.  per  lb.  for  fine  bricks,  and  from  lis.  Qd.  up  to  13s. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quality,  for  balls. 

Opium  Alkaloids  are  exceedingly  firm,  but  without 
alteration  in  price.  Codeia  may  still  be  had  at  10s.  Qd.  per 
cz.,  while  for  Morphia  the  quotations  are  4s.  3d.  per  oz.  for 
powder,  and  4s.  5d.  per  oz.  for  crystals. 

Phenacetin. — In  connection  with  the  comment  upon  the 
position  of  this  drug  in  our  editorial  columns,  it  should  be 
pointed  out  that,  previous  to  the  registration  of  the  words 
"Antipyretic  Phenacetin  Bayer"  on  the  British  Trade-marks 
Kegister,  the  Elberfeld  works  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
registration  of  the  simple  word  "Phenacetin."  This  was 
opposed  at  the  time  by  the  chemical  works  of  Zimmer  &c  Co., 
Frankfort- on- Maine,  who  showed  that  they  had  made 
several  sales  of  the  substance  under  the  name  of  phenacetin 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  consequently  the  application  to 
register  only  the  word  phenacetin  fell  through.  Bayer's 
brand  is  quoted  to-day  at  14s.  3d.  per  lb  ,  with  certain  dis- 
counts. As  regards  the  other  brands,  one  or  two  of  the- 
agents  decliee  to  sell  for  the  present.  Another,  however, 
still  offers  a  certain  quantity  at  5s.  per  lb.,  and  we  hear  of 
yet  another  agent  who  is  prepared  to  sell  even  below  the 
last-named  price  for  quantities.  The  action  taken  by 
Messrs.  Bayer  &  Co.  is  much  discussed,  but  it  is  not 
thought  that  they  will  be  able  to  establish  ex- 
clusive rights ;  besides  which,  it  is  claimed  that 
even  were  they  to  do  so  several  manufacturers  would 
continue  to  put  phenacetin  on  the  market  under  another 
name.  We  hear  that  ScheriDg's  factory  have  for  some  time 
given  up  the  manufacture  of  the  article,  as  it  was  unprofit- 
able at  the  present  quotations.  The  firm  of  Kiedel,  of  Berlin,, 
who  were  among  the  first  manufacturers  of  phenacetin, 
have  replied  to  the  statement  of  Bayer  &  Co.  concerning 
their  (Bayer's)  German  trade-mark  rights  (see  our  editorial)- 
with  a  public  statement  to  the  effect  that  they  are  taking; 
steps  to  test  Bayer's  claims  in  Germany. 

Quicksilver  is  very  quiet ;  the  principal  importers'  price 
remains  11.  Is.  Qd.,  but  second-hand  holders  offer  at  from 
11.  4s.  6d.  to  11.  5s.  per  bottle. 

Quinine. — Has  been  extremely  quiet  this  week,  and  no 
wholesale  transactions  have  become  known.  Second-hand 
German  in  bulk  is  quoted  at  13\d.  per  oz.,  at  which  figure 
there  would  be  sellers. 

Saffron  is  rather  firmer,  but  prices  are  uncertain.  Fine 
Valencia  may  be  had  at  27s.  per  lb. 

Scammony-root  has  sold  recently  at  47s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,. 
and  the  few  parcels  still  available  are  firmly  held.  Of 
Turkish  virgin  resin  a  few  cases  are  offering  at  very  high 
prices,  33s.  per  lb.  being  the  nominal  quotation.  The  stock 
of  seconds  and  thirds  is  almost  nil,  and  Skillipe  is  also  in 
small  supply,  at  from  5s.  Qd.  up  to  10s.  per  lb. 

Tartar-emetic  has  lately  advanced  in  consequence  of 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material.  The  present  quota- 
tion for  crystals  and  powder  is  9%d.  per  lb. 


The  Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  New  Year's  Day>. 
says  that  in  Acacia  gums  Soudan  descriptions  are  receiving 
but  little  attention  from  buyers,  and  values  are  unaltered, 
holders  looking  for  a,  revival  in  the  demand  after  the  holidays* 
are  over.  Medium  kinds  are  still  in  limited  supply,  and  a 
greater  variety  is  rather  wanted  on  this  market.  Castor  oil  is- 
in  very  good  request,  good  seconds  Calcutta  realising  2~d.  to- 
2\d.  per  lb. ;  good  seconds  Madras  is  firmly  held  at  2\d.  per  lb.  ■„ 
first- pressure  French  2$ d  ,  and  second-pressure  French  2\d.  per 
lb., with  but  little  offering.  Seventeen  bags  dry  Kola-nuts  sold' 
at  Qd.  to  3d.  per  lb.,  and  16  baskets  of  fresh  realised  9d: 
per  lb.  Canaryseed  remains  quiet  at  34s.  to  35s.  per  qr.  for 
good  Turkish.  There  have  been  large  sales  of  No.  2- 
Chilian  honey  at  21s.  Qd.  for  export,  and  the  other  grades 
are  firmly  held  at  late  rates.  Considerable  business  is 
passing  in  Beeswax,  at  prices  ranging  from  11. 15s.  to  31. 
per  cwt.  Eight  barrels  of  Balsam  copaiba  (Mdranhani),  just 
arrived,  have  been  sold  from  the  quay  on  private  terms,  but 
the  price  paid  is  understood  to  be  a  good  one. 
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Oils — 

£    s.  d. 

0   0  31- 

The  following  are  the  current  wholesale  market  quotations 

0   0  3 
— 

of  heavy  chemicals,  coal-tar  products,  and  oils  not  specially 

21   0  0 

enumerated  in  other  parts  of  the  Trade-report. 

20   0  0 
12  9 

15  3 

j 

0  14  7i 

Articles 
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Refined,  Liverpool  .. 

» 

0  16  9" 

— 

30  10  0 

30  0  0 

Acid— 

£  s. 

d. 

— 

Acetic,  sp.  gr.  10'40  (from  acetate  of  soda) 

. .  per  ton 

11  0 

0 

31  10  0 

25  per  cent,  (from  acetate  of  lime) 

6  is 

0 

19  10  0 

1  9 

6 

§  Palm,  Lagos 

..  per  ton 

1   2  6 

1  11 

6 

— 

0  0 

6tf 

^i 

Petroleum,  Amer.  ord.  good 

0  0  61 

0  0 

0   0  8 

0  1 

9 

0  0  6| 

0  1 

LI 

13  0 

„ 

14  6 

0  0  11 

12  0 

0  1 

2i 
3S 

0  18  0 

0  0 

Phosphobus— 

0  0  10 

0   2  0 

0  1 

2 

Sticks    . .   

0   2  1 

Alkali — 

1  17  0 

4  10 

0 

Potassium — 

4  15 

0 

(■  Bichromate,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries 

. .    per  lb. 

0   0  3; 

5  0 

u 

0   0  3* 

All  M  — 

0  0  4i 

4  17 

6 

12  6 

•• 

b  12 

6 

13  6 

Alumina — 

0   0  8 

1  17 

6 

Sodium  — 

3  12 

6 

Aluminate 

. .  per  cvt. 

2  5  0 

3  15 

0 

0  19  6 

.Ammonia — 

10  6 

0  0 

3* 

Bichromate,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries 

. .    per  lb. 

0  0  3j 

Muriate,  white   

. .  per  cwt. 

1  5 

0 

0  0  3* 

1  10 

0 

6  5  0 

1  19 

0 

Carbonate,  caustic  soda  ash 

4   0  0 

1  17 

0 

3  10  0 

Sulphate,  Leith         ..       ..       ..  ., 

• .  per  ton 

8  10 

0 

3    7  6 

8  11 

3 

2  2  6 

8  11 

3 

Chlorate   

0   0  6J 

9  u 

U 

X  Hydrate,  77  p.  c.  caustic  soda 

. .   per  ton 

9   5  0 

.Aniline  - 

8   5  0 

0  0 

8 

7   5  0 

0  0 

6i 

6   5  0 

ANTHRAfENE  — 

6   0  0 

0   0  11 

£  Hyposulphite,  casks,  j-cwt. 
X  Kegs,  1-cwt. 

6  5  0 

0  0 

yj 

7   0  0 

AltSKXIC— 

0   7  74 

16  0 

0 

J  Silicate,  75°  Tw  

15  0  0 

27  0 

0 

2  10  0 

Barium— 

X  100°   

3   2  6 

8  10 

0 

X 110°   

3  10  0 

3  5 

0 

X  Green  lump 

4    7  6 

6  7 

6 

4  10  0 

6  5 

(I 

16  0 

5  0 

0 

South  Durham  Salt — 

7  5 

0 

0   9  6 

'Benzol— 

0  15  0 

0  2 

3 

SULPHOCVANIDES  — 

0  2 

U 

0   0  6j 

Blbachino-powder — 

0  0  4{ 

7  0 

0 

0  0  7 

7  5 

0 

Sulphur  — 

•Cake- 

3  1=)  0 

3  10 

0 

5  10  0 

5  10 

0 

7  10  0 

Copper— 

Tab— 

16  0 

0 

per  barrel 

|     0  9  0 

iCbrasote  Cil— 

Tartar.  Cream  of— 

0  0 

2 

4  13  0 

0  0 

1* 

4  13  0 

Iros  Sulphate — 

Toluol— 

1  18 

0 

0  18 

1  16 

6 

Turpentine  — 

&EAD  — 

1   0  3 

f  Acetate,  white 

23  0 

0 

6  lt>  0 

16  0 
19  0 

0 
0 

Lime— 

X  Denotes  f.o  b.  Tyne. 
f  Denotes  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

§  Denotes  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 

*  Denotes  f.o.b.  Tees. 

7  0 

0 

10  0 
23  0 

(J 

0 

Magnesium — 

Do  not  Send  This  to  " 

Punch, 

for  we  take  it  from 

1  17 

6 

that  venerable  fanny  man 

: — "  A 

Scientific  Paradox. — A 

UAPHTil  A — 

3  0 

0 

druggist  in  the  very  act  of  using 

drugs,  dispenses  with 

Coal-tar,  crude,  30  p.  c,  at  120°  C. 

. .  per  gall. 

o  n  ]0 

tbein. 

Solvent,  90  p.  e.  at  160°  0  

0  1 
U  1 

3 
3i 

The  well-known  aphrodisiac  effect  of  oysters 

seems  to  be 

0  1 

1 

due  to  phosphorus.    MM.  A.  Chatin  and  A.  ] 

liintz  have 

N  API ['11 1 A  LINE-BALLS — 

0  3 

0 

recently  discovered  organic 

phosphorus  in  oyster  flesh  in 

2 

quantity,  more  in  Portuguese  oysters  (Gryphca  angulata) 

1  man  in  French  natives  (Ostrca  edirfis). 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


A  French  Anti-cutting  Scheme. 

Sib, — In  these  times  of  hard  competition,  when  cutting 
and  anti-cutting  are  questions  of  vital  importance  to  the 
trade  in  general,  I  think  it  may  interest  your  leaders  to 
know  how  the  French  pharmaciens  intend  to  grapple  with 
their  enemy,  the  cutter. 

I  must  explain,  in  the  first  place,  that  all  respectable 
pharmaciens  in  France  belong  to  their  local  syndicat,  or  trade- 
union,  and  that  each  local  syndicat  sends  representatives  to 
the  General  Council,  held  in  Paris  at  least  once  a  year. 

The  proprietors  of  the  leading  patent  medicines  have  a 
similar  organisation,  so  that  the  two  parties  can,  if  so 
inclined,  treat  and  make  definite  and  binding  agreements. 
The  General  Council  of  French  Pharmaciens  have  submitted 
to  the  patent- medicine  men  the  following  scheme  to  serve  a3 
a  basis  for  future  dealings : — 

Patent  medicines  are  divided  into  two  categories — 

1.  Those  intended  for  export  to  foreign  countries. 

2.  Those  to  be  consumed  in  France,  Algeria,  and  French 
colonies. 

1.  The  patents  intended  to  be  exported  to  foreign 
countries  are  to  bear  on  the  label  of  the  bottle,  box,  or  other 
recipient  a  number  which  can  only  be  visible  when  this 
bottle,  box,  or  recipient  has  been  completely  unwrapped. 

The  manufacturer  may,  if  he  wishes,  repeat  this  number 
on  the  outside  wrapper  in  order  to  without  any  trouble 
register  in  his  books  the  name  of  the  agent  to  whom  he  has 
8 eld  them. 

In  this  way  no  agent  could  sell  in  France  goods  intended 
for  export  without  being  promptly  discovered  by  the  num- 
ber. For,  if  an  article  marked  in  this  way  is  offered  for  sale 
in  France,  it  could  easily  be  traced  back  to  the  agent,  who, 
having  often  obtained  an  extra  discount  for  exportation, 
profits  by  it  to  cheat  the  manufacturer.  This  part  is  clear 
enough. 

2.  The  home  trade.  The  patent- medicine  manufacturers 
to  sell  to  everyone  their  goods  at  the  full  price  marked  on 
the  label.  They  may  make  to  the  wholesale  houses  (who  do 
not  sell  retail)  a  small  discount  fixed  by  themselves,  but 
calculated  in  such  a  manner  that  these  middlemen  cannot 
share  it  with  their  retail  customers.  The  medicines  would 
have  two  wrappers — the  outside  one  to  be  a  licket  like  a 
cheque,  which  could  be  easily  torn  off  when  the  goods  are 
received.  This  ticket  would  bear  the  name  of  the  patent 
medicine  and  the  stamp  of  the  manufacturer. 

The  discount  allowed  on  these  tickets  is  never  to  be  less 
than  25  per  cent.  The  tickets  are  to  be  presented  for  pay- 
ments every  three  months  by  the  local  syndicat  to  the 
manufacturers  or  to  their  syndicat  (to  he  discussed) ;  the 
syndicat  only  have  the  right  to  cash  these  tickets  and 
distribute  their  value  to  their  associates. 

All  pharmaciens  to  enjoy  these  privileges  must  engage 
themselves  to  contribute  their  share  of  the  expenses  of  the 
syndicat  and  sign  the  following  agreement : — 

I,  the  undersigned,  &c  ,  chemist  ,  wishing  to  aid 

the  efforts  of  the  patent- medicine  proprietors  who  have 
resolved  to  put  an  end  to  the  cutting  of  prices  by  certain 
chemists,  engage  to  sell  all  patents,  my  own  included,  at 
full  prices,  and  also  to  sell  my  patents  and  those  I  have  on 
sale  to  other  chemists  and  wholesale  houses  under  the 
same  conditions.  In  case  of  any  dispute  concerning  the 
execution  of  this  engagement,  I  will  accept  the  decision  of 
the  General  Council  of  Pharmaciens  as  final. 

Signed  


Each  chemist  would  arrange  with  his  local  syndicat  the 
details  of  this  arrangement.  Any  chemist  who  might  break 
this  engagement  would  have  all  his  tickets  refused. 

Tickets  lost  or  taken  by  cutting  chemists  would  be  clear 
profit  to  the  manufacturer.  Any  chemists  buying  tickets 
from  or  otherwise  aiding  a  cutter  would  be  boycotted  with 
him  and  his  own  tickets  refused. 

In  return  for  these  advantages,  the  retailers  engage  not  to 
substitute  or  run  down  the  manufacturers'  goods,  as  indeed 
they  would  have  no  reason  to. 

The  French  chemists  by  their  manufactory  of  iodine, 
which  will  be  at  work  in  the  spring,  have  driven  a  nail  into 
the  iodine- league's  coffin,  and  if  they  can  corner  the  cutting 
chemist  they  will  have  proved  once  more  that  unity  is 
strength.  Perhaps  the  idea  might  be  worked  out  in  Eng- 
land. If  anyone  wants  any  further  particulars  I  should  be 
very  happy  to  oblige  him. 

Yours  sincerely, 
6  Avenue  Victor-Hugo,  Paris,  Hobace  S.  Hili* 

December  30. 


Company  Pharmacy. 

Sib, — I  read  with  much  pleasure  in  a  recent  member  your 
report  of  a  speech  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  on  "Pharmaceutical  Politics."  I  am  a  chemist 
of  between  thirty  and  forty  years'  experience,  and  can  endorse 
Mr.  Harrison's  remarks  as  to  "  Company "  trading  most 
cordially.  Many  of  these  so  called  "  Drug-stores  (Limited)  " 
should  be  much  more  limited,  and  I  hope  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  may  be  enabled  to  stop  some  of  these  bogus  com- 
panies— as  I  cannot  help  calling  tbem.  I  notice  in  most  of 
their  addresses  to  the  public  they  expatiate  largely  on  "  the 
particular  attention  given  to  dispensing,  employing  none  but 
experienced  and  qualified  assistants — thus  rendering  errors 
almost,  if  not  absolutely  impossible."  This  I  quote  from  an 
address  before  me  issued  by  a  store  which  I  know  had  no 
qualified  man  on  the  premises  for  a  considorabla  time.  Whilst 
managing  one  of  these  stores  branches  I  have  been  astonished' 
and  disgusted  to  be  requested  by  the  proprietor  to  substitute 
one  drug  for  another  in  a  prescription — he  not  having  in 
stock  the  proper  one.  I  have  heard  this  same  proprietor 
express  a  desire  to  keep  a  public-house  in  preference,  with 
but  one  object  an  view — that  of  gain — ard  with  no  personal 
character  to  lose.  By  the  "  stores  "  and  cutting  system  the 
business  is  made  a  commercial  matter  entirely — but  the 
legitimate  chemist  of  culture  and  intellect  makes  it  his 
study  and  thinks  of  his  customers  more  as  personal  friends 
and  endeavours  to  preserve  them  as  such  to  the  best  of  his-- 
power.  If  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  can  effect  any  im- 
provement in  the  matter  of  "  company  "  trading,  they  will 
confer  a  benefit  on  the  trade,  by  whom  it  will  be  thoroughly 
appreciated.  P.  (233/31.) 


A  Letter  for  "Women  to  Bead. 

Sib, — Many  untrained  ladies,  and  many  nurses  who  have 
passed  through  their  training,  ask:  "Where  can  we  learn 
dispensing  and  pharmacy  practically  1 "  Allow  me  to  say 
that  in  connection  with  this  hospital  these  subjects  are 
taught,  as  well  as  gynsecology,  midwifery,  nursing,  vaccina- 
ti'  n,  diseases  of  children,  elementary  anatomy  and  physio- 
logy. All  these  subjects  need  not,  however,  be  taken  by 
students.  Several  hundreds  of  ladies  have  been  trained,, 
and  are  now  employed  in  various  parts  of  the  woild. 
Training  is  also  given  specially  in  midwifery;  and  all  who 
have  gone  up  for  the  L  O.S.  exams,  have  passed. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Gdb  G.  Griffith,  Hon.  Sec. 
Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 

9,  Lupus  Street,  and  St.  George's  Square,  S.W. 


Elementary  Arithm-tie. 

Sib,— As  supplementary  to  your  note  on  page  916,  perhaps 
you  will  allow  me  to  refer  Mr  J.  A.  Forret,  and  other  Edin- 
burgh readers  to  the  little  work  on  ariihmetic  (Collins, 
Is.  6d.)  published  for  the  Scottish  School- book  Association, 
who  were  the  Ministers  of  Public  Education  long  before 
School  Boards  or  Pharmacy  Acts  were  invented.  The  rule 
of  mixtures  is  there  fully  explained  in  its  proper  place  in  a 
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work  of  that  kind,  and  it  will  at  once  appear  to  the  reader 
who  is  not  reproached  by  recognising  an  old  formula  which 
he  ought  to  have  remembered  that  these  problems  have  as 
little  to  do  with  the  much  more  advanced  algebra  as  with  the 
differential  calculus. 
Dundee.  C.  C.  (229/57.) 


Drug- store  Pharmacy. 

Sib, — Whilst  away  from  home  daring  the  Christmas  holi- 
days, I  had  occasion  to  require  some  acetanilide  powders,  and 
sent  a  messenger  with  a  written  order  for  them.  Finding 
the  local  chemists  all  closed,  he  went  to  a  drug-store,  and 
returned  with  the  powders  labelled  "  antipyiin." 

I  personally  took  them  back,  in  order  to  get  an  explana- 
tion, and  was  assured  by  the  proprietor  that  "  the  two 
names  meant  the  same  thing,"  and  on  my  venturing  to 
dispute  the  statement,  received  a  torrent  of  abuse  and  even 
threats  of  violence. 

This  episode  did  not  occur  in  an  out-of-the-way  village, 
but  in  one  of  our  largest  provincial  cities,  the  store  in 
question  being  a  large  and  handsome  one  in  a  leading 
thoroughfare.  Yours  faithfully, 

F.  W.  K. 


Sealing-wax  on  Bottles. 

Sib, — I  cannot  understand  C.  C.  Bell's  difficulty  in  extract- 
ing corks  topped  with  sealing-wax,  which  simple  operation 
would  be  one  of  the  first  things  I  should  teach  an  apprentice 
— viz  ,  to  hold  the  bottle  nearly  flat  on  the  counter  and  with 
the  sharp  point  of  the  scissors  to  prise  the  cork  about  half  out 
of  the  bottle  ;  this  will  cause  much  of  the  wax  to  drop  away 
from  the  neck  without  any  chance  of  getting  into  the  bottle. 
The  cork  can  then  be  removed,  the  surrounding  wax  broken 
off,  and  what  is  left  on  the  top  left  on  to  further  exclude  the 
air  from  the  contents  of  the  bottle. 

A  far  more  objectionable  practice  than  the  above  is,  I 
think,  that  of  coating  the  cork  and  neck  of  bottle  with  resin, 
as  some  manufacturing  chemists  (not  to  mention  pickle- 
manufacturers)  do.  You  can  chip  wax  off,  but  resin  cannot 
be  got  rid  of  so  easily. 

Yours  truly, 

Chablesden.    (220/42 ) 


Calumba  Fluorescence. 

Sib, — My  note  on  this  subject  was  suggested  solely  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Gann's  statement,  very  clear  and  precise,  and 
without  qualification,  that  "  it  is  not  possible,  by  any  mode 
of  filtration,  to  remove  the  turbid  appearance  from  calumba 
preparations."  I  said,  and  I  repeat  now,  that  it  is  possible, 
by  a  mode  of  filtration,  to  remove  the  turbid  appearance, 
and  the  specimen  illustrating  this  statement  may  be  in- 
spected by  Mr.  Gann  when  he  chooses.  On  the  question 
whether  calumba  preparations  should  or  should  not  appear 
turbid  by  reflected  light  I  have  expressed  my  opinion.  In 
the  paper  it  was  plainly  indicated  that  those  presenting  it 
had  been  objects  of  suspicion,  and  unfit  for  use. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Galen  Works,  January  1.  Pebcy  W.  Jones. 

[Mr.  Gunn's  paper  was  an  explanation  of  the  turbidity  of 
calumba  preparations,  when  viewed  by  reflected  light.  This 
turbidity  is  due  to  fluorescence,  is  irremovable  by  filtration, 
and  is  not  the  turbidity  seen  by  transmitted  light.  If  Mr. 
Jones  means  to  say  that  he  can  remove  the  fluorescence- 
turbidity  by  filtration,  that  is  another  matter,  and  quite 
worthy  of  discussion. — Ed.  C.  <$• 


That  Glass  Mortar. 

Sir  — Some  little  time  ago  one  of  my  assistants  was 
mixing  che  following  ingredients — 

Iodi   gr.  iij. 

Pot.  iod   gr.  vj. 

Glycerin.  ..       .,       .,  ., 

—  in  a  gla*s  mortar,  which  he  placed  inside  another  glass- 
mortar  CDutaining  warm,  but  not  hot,  water,  when  almost 


immediately  a  terrific  3xplosion  took  place,  the  water  flying 
in  all  directions,  and  the  report  as  loud  as  that  of  an  ordi- 
nary gun.  I  am  sending  you  the  particulars,  as  I  think  it 
may  be  of  some  interest  to  the  trade.  I  also  send  you  a 
small  portion  of  the  glass  mortar,  which  was  shattered  all  to. 
pieces.    Can  you  give  me  an  explanation? 

Yours  faithfully, 
Birmingham,  December  19.  T.  L.  Beete. 

[In  this  case  the  expansion  of  the  outside  of  the  mortar 
while  the  inside  remains  statiorary  (owing  to  the  low  heat- 
conductivity  of  glass)  determines  such  a  strain  that 
crystallisation  of  the  silicate  takes  place  with  explosive 
force.  Generally  when  glass  mortars  are  ruptured  the  pieces 
show  lines  radiating  from  the  inside,  the  beat  of  friction  or  the 
cold  of  solution  giving  internal  strain.  In  the  pieces  of 
glass  sent  to  us  by  Mr.  Reeve  the  lines  appear  to  radiate  from 
the  outside.— Ed.  C,  $  D.~] 


Suggestion  to  Packers  of  Pharmaceutical  Preparations, 

Sib, — I  think  many  dispensing  chemists  would  consider 
it  a  great  advantage  if  other  makers  of  pharmaceutical, 
preparations  would  send  out  their  articles  as  Messrs.  Squire 
do — viz.,  in  ordinary  plain  dispensing  bottles.  These  can 
often  be  used  in  the  first  instance  by  simply  removing  the 
original  label,  replacing  it  by  the  usual  dispensing  one. 
But  in  any  case  an  ordinary  4,  8,  or  16  oz.  bottle  can  be  used 
when  emptied,  whereas  the  usual  heavy-panelled  and  lettered 
bottles  are  almost  useless. 

Yours  truly. 

A.  B.  C.    (279/18  ) 


Modern  Medicine. 

Mr.  Zervis  Vtgis,  chemist,  Bxth,  ha9  compiled  the  appended 
list  of  modern  forms  of  pharmaceutical  medication,  which 
be  sends  to  us  as  a  record  of  the  present  fashion  in  medi- 
cine : — Bronchubes,  cachets,  capsuled  pills,  capsules,  com- 
pressed tablets,  globules,  lentiforms,  lenticules,  oviform  pills, 
plastic  pills,  perles  (pearls),  pellets,  pastilles,  palatinoids, 
bi-palatinoids,  parvules,  pilQles,  perloids,  soloids,  tabules, 
troches,  tropels,  tablets,  tabloids.  "  With  power  to  add  to 
their  number." 


DISPENSINQ  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "Tim  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  icho  incites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Iodide  and  Nitrite  Mixture. 

Sir  — I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  reply,  re  the  above,  in 
this  week's  issue. 

After  sending  you  the  prescription,  we,  being  of  opinion 
that  the  acid  in  the  liq.  strychnicae  was  the  cause  of  the 
mischief,  as  stated  in  your  reply,  made  up  the  mixture,  leaving 
out  the  liquor  strychnin  res,  but  found  that  decomposition 
still  took  place.  We  then  made  a  further  experiment, 
leaving  out  both  the  liquor  strychniripe  and  the  ext.  glycyrrh., 
and  found  that  after  allowing  it  to  stand  for  some  hours 
the  mixture  remained  unimpaired.  The  ext.  gljcyrrh- 
alone  was  then  added,  and  in  a  very  short  time  decomposi- 
tion followed.  It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  the  ext. 
glycyrrh.  is  the  cause  of  the  mischief,  and  not  having  before 
noticed  any  such  change  caused  by  this  drug,  we  think  this 
instance  presents  a  point  of  interest  to  your  scientific  readers. 
Yours  truly, 

Apprentice.    (227/57  ), 

Colwyn  Bay,  December  20. 

[The  point  would  be  of  still  further  interest  if  our  cor- 
respondent would  determine  whether  a  perfectly  fresh  and 
unfermented  extract,  or,  say,  the  ext.  glycyrrhiz  liq.  U.S. P., 
behaves  in  the  same  way.  We  suspect  fermentation- acid  la- 
in our  correspondent's  extract. — Ed.] 
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The  Lino-Ointment. 
Sir, — In  "  Minberion's "  so-called  "emulsion"  (C.  D., 
December  21,  page  908)  I  find  the  best  method  is  to 
prepare  a  thick  soap  of  the  oil  and  lime-water,  either  in  a 
bottle  or  mortar  (preferably  former),  and  add  gradually  the 
remaining  aq.  calcis.  The  lime-water  is  in  excess,  and  when 
the  soap  ceases  to  absorb  more  water  a  few  drops  of  oil 
should  be  added,  when  an  inseparable  cream  is  the  result. 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  DU  B.  (231/72.) 


Sir—  If  the  olive  oil  be  emulsified  with  5vj.  of  lime-water, 
the  zinc  be  rubbed  down  with  the  glycerine  and  the  rest  of 
the  lime-water,  and  the  two  be  then  mixed,  the  result  is  a 
smooth  creamy  lotion  requiring  a  gentle  shake  before  use. 
It  separates  into  an  upper  watery  layer,  and  a  layer  of  emul- 
sion having  the  zinc  suspended  in  it. 

M.  P.  S.  (City).  (227/74.) 


Sib, — I  found  that  a  very  presentable  compound  could  be 
made  by  shaking  up  equal  parts  of  liq.  calcis  and  ol.  olivas 
(5vj.  each)  until  saponified;  then  rubbing  down  the  re- 
mainder of  the  liq.  calcis  and  the  glycerine  with  Zq  oxide, 
and  adding  this  gradually  to  the  lime-water  and  oil,  shaking 
well  after  each  addition.  This  mixes  well  on  shaking,  even 
after  standing  some  days.  Yours, 

H.  R.  (232/57.) 


Quinine  and  Hyphophosphite  Mixture. 

Sir, — I  have  tried  the  quinine  and  hypophosphite  mixture 
(0.  %  J)  ,  December  21,  page  908),  and  find  that  the  quinine 
remains  in  solution  when  mixed  with  the  sodium-hypo- 
phosphite  solution,  but  soon  separates  in  crystals,  which  is 
probably  owing  to  a  little  carbonate  and  a  trace  of  calcium 
in  the  sodium  salt ;  for  if  the  latter  solution  is  made  very 
slightly  acid  with  ac.  hydrochlor.  dil.  before  mixing  with  the 
quinine  solution,  no  separation  occurs,  and  the  mixture 
remains  perfectly  colourless. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  du  B.  (231/72.) 


Glycerin.  Boracis  and  Sodii  Bicarb. 

229/63.  Glycrr.  Boracis. — The  glycerine  contains  free 
boric  acid,  which  reacts  with  the  bicarbonate,  liberating  C02. 


An  Alkaloidal  Precipitate. 

Potass,  iodi     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3M- 

Liq.  strychnin,  hyd   3i.i- 

Aquae  ad        ..    3vj. 

M. 

On  dispensing  the  above  a  precipitate  was  formed,  the 
nature  of  which  I  explained  to  my  customer,  and  suggested 
he  should  let  the  doctor  know.  He  did  so,  when  the  doctor 
told  him  he  ordered  it  regularly,  and  no  deposit  should 
be  formed.  When  dispensed  in  City  it  is  clear.  How  is 
this  done  ?  Sanitas.    (225/3  ) 

[Perhaps  the  City  man  has  filtered  off  the  strychnine  pre- 
cipitate, a  quite  unwarrantable  procedure  ] 


Cocoa  butter  Suppositories. 

223/44.  CarricJi  expresses  a  difficulty  in  the  following 
terms  : — "  In  making  suppositories  on  a  small  scale  I  find  it 
impossible  to  turn  out  the  proper  number  with  the  quantity 
of  ol.  theobromte  ordered,  and  it  sometimes  requires  the 
addition  of  ol.  theobromse,  and  repeated  remelting,  before 
the  proper  number  can  be  obtained.  This  is  especially  the 
case  where  less  bulky  substances,  such  as  iodoform,  &c.,  are 
ordered  in  suppositories.  Would  it  be  right  to  use,  say,  a 
grain  of  the  theobroma  extra,  in  order  to  fill  the  15-gr. 
mould,  or  is  there  no  general  rule  that  can  be  observed 
excepting  simple  practical  experience  ? "  [It  has  come 
to  be  practically  the  recognised  rule  that  suppositories 
should  fill  the  15-gr.  mould  (not  weigh  15  gr.),  but  it  is 


possible  to  make  too  much  of  the  rule,  and  it  is  not  adhered 
to  if  the  suppositories  are  for  children.  There  are  two 
courses  commonly  followed  in  dealing  with  oar  correspon- 
dent's difficulty— first,  when  making  half-a-dozen  supposi- 
tories to  weigh  enough  of  the  ingredients  for  seven  ;  second, 
to  weigh  active  ingredients  for  six,  and  cocoa  butter  for 
seven.  The  former  is  the  better  plan  because  there  is 
always  several  grains  waste  in  making  even  six  suppositories. 
It  is  advisable  to  check  the  capacity  of  the  mould  by  filling 
it  with  pure  cocoa-butter,  and  weighing  each  suppository. 
The  boles  vary  somewhat,  bat  independent  of  this  it  is  im- 
possible to  fill  a  15-gr.  mould  with  cocoa-butter  12  gr.  and 
iodoform  3  gr.  Trade  custom  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
B.P.  in  this  matter  (or  we  may  put  it  the  opposite  way),  for 
it  is  the  rule  to  fill  a  mould  whose  capacity  is  15  gr.  of  cocoa- 
butter.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Pharmacopoeia  has  five 
cocoa-butter  suppositories,  each  differing  in  specific  gravity 
from  the  other,  and  directs  us  to  make  them  by  pouring  into 
"suitable  moulds,  of  the  capacity  of  15  gr,,  or  divide  into 
twelve  equal  parts,"  so  that  the  official  meaning  of  "  capacity  " 
is  15  gr.  of  the  particular  suppository  to  be  made.  We  have 
never  seen  moulds  made  upon  this  principle,  but  have  known 
dispensers  who  rigidly  adhered  to  the  B.P.  principle  That, 
however,  is  by  no  means  the  custom  of  the  trade.  What  do 
pharmacists  say  about  the  matter  ;  should  the  B  P.  be  ad- 
hered to,  or  should  it  be  altered?] 


Thymol  in  Mixtures. 

218/2.  Pyrrol  —  Sach  mixtures  as  the  following  are 
extremely  objectionable : — 

Thymol..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    gr.  vij. 

Boracis , .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  xv. 

Aq.  ad  3ij. 

H. 

"Ten  to  15  drops  with  a  wineglassful  of  water  for  a  mouth- wash." 

Doubtless  the  prescriber  imagined  that  thymol  is  soluble 
in  water.  Small  particles  of  thymol  are  extremely  irritating 
to  the  mucous  membrane ;  hence  the  use  of  spirit  in  the 
above  is  absolutely  necessary. 


Fessaria  Conii. 

233/17.  Fungor  asks  what  strength  and  basis  should  be 
used  for  the  following  ? — 

Mitte  pess.  conii  xij. 

[Squire  gives  5  gr.  extract  of  conium  to  each  pessary.  We 
have  dispensed  them  thus — viz.,  5  gr.  of  the  extract  to  5j. 
of  ol.  theobromps.  The  gelatine  basis  is  most  objectionable 
in  pessaries,  although  the  Hospital  for  Women  has  a  pessus 
conise  which  contains  coniine  gr.  ss.  to  Dj.  of  gelatine  mass.] 


Salol  in  Mixtures. 

233/43.  Mellis  —As  salol  is  practically  insoluble  in  water, 
the  only  plan  for  dispensing  it  in  aqueous  mixtures  is  to 
suspend  it  with  mucilage  of  acacia — 10  minims  of  mucilage 
to  each  ounce  of  the  mixture. 


Liq.  Ext.  Aloes. 
219/5.    Cinq.  Pill,  has  had  the  following  prescription  to 
dispense  at  Brighton  : — 

Ext.  belladonna;    gr.  \. 

Ext.  nucis  vom   gr.  ss. 

Liq.  ext.  aloe  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  gr.  ss. 

Pulv.  glycyrrhiztB  ..       ..       ..       ..  gr.  ij. 

Treacle  (sic)  quantum  sufficit. 
Fiat.  pil.   Mitte  1. 

What  is  " liq.  ext.  aloe  "  1  [Aqueous  «xtract  of  aloes,  ve 
should  say  ] 


227/38.  Curious. — You  forget  that  liq.  arsenicalis  is 
strongly  alkaline,  so  that  it  changes  the  colour  cf  tr.  card, 
co.  mixtures. 
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Ung.  Conii. 

229/61.  Mortar  and  Pestle  asks  what  should  be  dispensed 
when  unguent,  conii  is  prescribed — whether  the  ointment  of 
the  old  London  Pharmacopceia,  prepared  by  boiling  the 
leaves  in  lard,  or  an  ointment  prepared  by  rubbing  ext. 
conii  50  gr.  with  adeps  benzoat.  1  oz.  1  [It  is  advisable  to 
supply  the  last  official  representative  in  such  cases;  but,  as 
ung.  conii  P.L.  was  made  by  boiling  1  lb.  of  fresh  hemlock- 
leaves  in  1  lb.  of  lard,  it  may  not  be  possible  to  supply 
this  particular  article.  A  fair  representative  of  the  old 
ointment  would  be — 


Ext;  conii 
Adipis  .. 


gr.  xvj. 

si. 


The  yield  of  extract  from  the  fresh  plant  is  between  3|  an 3 
4  per  cent ,  so  that  our  correspondent's  proposed  quantity  is 
excessive.] 


Ung.  Hydrarg.  PhG. 
232/29.    J.  S.  asks  for  ihe  formula.    It  is — 

Parts 

Lard        ..       ..    13 

Mntton  suet    7 

Quicksilver    10 

Prepare  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  B  P.  method. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco  -legal  matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laics  of  the  United  Kingdom"  Alpe's  " Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  Tan  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary. 


227/36.  Justice  — You  certainly  could  not  now  appeal 
agairist  a  County  Court  judgment  given  a  year  ago  ;  and  as 
the  decision  seemed  to  turn  on  a  question  of  fact,  we  do  not 
suppose  an  appeal  would  ever  have  been  granted. 


229/67.  B.  B.— The  Board  of  Inland  Eevenue  will  not 
allow  a  distiller  to  be  a  retailer  of  methylated  spirit  except 
under  special  conditions.  We  do  not  know  of  any  order 
which  would  prevent  a  chemist  who  uses  a  still  from 
making  the  allowed  liniments  with  methylated  spirit,  but 
you  would  be  wise  to  make  application  after  jour  super- 
visor's advice. 


Messrs.  A.Sf  J .  Warren,  of  Bristol,  lately  asked  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  whether  a  user  of  methylated  spirit  for  the 
manufacture  of  methylated  liniments  is  at  liberty  to  reduce 
the  strength  from  60°  to  56°  o.p.  The  reply  of  the  Board 
(dated  December  28,  1895)  is  "  that  neither  retail  chemists 
nor  any  other  persons  can  prepare  the  liniments  in  question 
with  methylated  spirit  without  first  obtaining  special  per- 
mission from  the  Board,  but  where  such  indulgence  is  in  force 
there  is  no  objection  to  the  user  reducing  the  methylated 
spirit  to  the  strength  required."  The  writer  of  that  letter 
does  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  order  made  by  the  Board 
in  March,  1889,  exempting  retailers  from  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  permission  and  giving  security  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  permitted  liniments  in  small  quantities.  This,  we 
believe,  is  still  the  case  if  the  mineralised  methylated  spirit 
Is  used  for  the  purpose.  If  the  unmineralised  spirit  is 
required,  the  special  authorisation  if  the  Board  must  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  to  be  used  has  to  be 
stated. 


233/27.  Justus. — Preparations  containing  strychnine  come 
within  the  first  patt  of  the  schedule,  and  the  law  requires 
that  sales  of  them  should  be  registered.  The  owner  of  the 
business  is  the  person  responsible  for  this  being  done,  as 
section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  expressly  makes  "  the 
person  on  whose  behalf  any  sale  is  made  "  the  ssller  for  the 
purposes  of  that  section. 


233/22.  J.  S. — Estate-duty  is  paid  on  the  total  value  of 
all  property  passing  on  the  death  of  any  person  at  rates 
varyirig  according  to  the  total  value.  On  a  value  between 
1  000£.  and  10,OOCM.  the  duty  is  3  per  cent.  In  addition  to 
this,  legacy  and  succession  duties  are  paid  by  the  legatees  or 
successors  at  rates  varying  according  to  relationship. 


229/59.  Senex. — (1)  Iodine  Paint  is  understood  by  the 
public  to  be  tincture  of  iodine,  and  we  should  think  that  the 
sale  of  liquor  iodi  as  such  would  be  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser,  because  the  liquor  does  not  dry  upon  the  skin 
sufficiently  quickly.  (2)  A  second- hand  copy  of  the  1884- 
edition  of  the  French  Codex  is  worth  about  5s. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formulae,  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
N.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


221/6.  Alabama  sends  us  a  sample  of  a  powder  "For 
Imparting  Additional  Body  to  Fermented  and  Brewed 
Beverages,  particularly  ginger- beer,  and,  what  is  most 
important,  the  powder  will  get  same  into  perfect  condition 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  bottling,  without  either 
fermenting  or  brewing  it,  which  should  prove  of  very  great 
value  to  the  trade."  We  make  out  the  composition  of  the 
powder  to  be  — 


Pulv.  zingib. 
Pulv.  gum.  aqaciffl 
Tulv.  qnillaue 


3vj. 

a- 


M. 


We  almost  begin  to  believe  that  properties  may  be  imparted' 
to  thirjgs  by  saying  that  they  have  them. 


213  31.  T.  B.  —  Anticholera  mixture,  used  by  ship 
captains. — Try  the  following  recipe : — 

Tr.  rhei  co.      ..      ..      ..  ..  Siss. 

Tr.  catechu    Jss. 

Tr.  zingib   5>j. 

Ext.  glycyrrlnz.  Hq.  .,  ..  Jss. 

Aq.  camphoric  ad  ..  ..  Sviij. 

M. 

Dose  :  Half  a  wineglassful. 
This  is  as  near  the  preparation  as  we  can  get. 


230/46  Sheha  sends  a  sample  of  a  powder  which  a 
doctor  "  has  prescribed  with  very  great  success  for  Running 
of  the  Ears.  A  few  grains  is  blown  into  the  ear  twice  a 
day  through  a  quill."    The  remedy  is  pulv.  acid,  borjc. 


221/67.    J.  B.  B  —  Condit 


Pulv.  saech.  alb.  . . 
Pulv.  glycyrrhizic 
Lac.  sulphuria 
Pulv;  foenicuii  .. 


on-powder  for  Horses  :- 

 3iv. 


Dose  :  A  tablespoonful. 

The  foregoing  should  closely  resemble  your  sample. 


209/42.  A  Subscriber.— In  the  C.  ,f  B.,  February  22, 1890, 
and  two  numbers  subsequently,  we  printed  a  series  of 
synopses  of  "  Lectures  by  Pharmacists  "  on  subjects  which 
they  are  able  to  handle,  such  as  "Water,"  "The  Atmo- 
sphere," "Food  and  its  Adulteration,"  &c.  They  are  all  in- 
cluded in  vol.  xxxvi.,  and  are  the  very  thing  you  want.  Please 
refer. 
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221/58.  Mizpah. —  Carbolic  Tooth  powder. —  (1)  "  A 
sample  of  very  nicely  flavoured  and  agreeable  "  powder  sub- 
mitted by  this  correspondent  seems  to  be  simply — 

Oretoe  precipitat.   ,;vj. 


Terra1  rosa?         . .       . .       . ,       . .       . .  J  j. 

Acid,  carbot   ITIxx. 

Ottorosse..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  TH.X. 

Misce  bene. 


"The  peculiarity  of  the  powder  is  the  exceedingly  small 
quantity  of  carbolic  acid  in  it — hence  the  "  very  nicely 
flavoured  and  agreeable."  (2)  Petroleum  spirit  and  linseed 
oil  are  practically  insoluble  in  methylated  spirit,  and  you 
cannot  make  a  clear  mixture  of  them. 


225/66.  F.  M. — The  Paste  Liniment  which  you  send 
seems  to  be  made  from  camphor  and  common  soft-soap. 
Try  the  following  recipe : — 

Camphoric   oij. 

Spt.  rosmarini   ..  3ij. 

Sapo.  mollis  oomin  sij. 

•Rub  the  camphor  to  a  fiae  paste  with  the  spirit,  and  mix  with  the  soap. 


232/49.  Operative  and  Analytical  Chemist  sends  a  sample 
of  a  "Neuralgia  mixture  dispensed  by  a  West  end  doctor, 
'who  refuses  to  give  the  prescription.  The  neuralgia  which 
the  patient  (a  woman)  suffers  from  attacks  her  especially 
at  the  side  of  the  head  and  at  the  back  of  the  eyes,  and 
affects  her  eyesight  for  the  time  being,  making  her  almost 
blind.  The  medicine  was  dispensed  in  a  6  oz.  bottle,  one-sixth 
part  for  a  dose,  and  not  more  than  two  doses  in  twenty -four 
hours."  In  each  dose  we  find — 

Ammra.  chlorid.   gr.  x. 

Tr.  aconiti       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  njv. 

Syrupi    ......   3ss. 

Aq.  ad    .,   si. 

M. 


209/35.  Boron. — (1)  Huxley's  l:  Physiology  "  (Macmillan, 
4s.  6d  )  is  as  good  a  book  on  the  subject  as  a  beginner  re- 
quires. (2)  As  to  diseases  see  "  Drugs  and  Diseases,"  C.  Sf  D. 
Diary,  1893. 


209/67.  T.  P.  W. — Analysis  of  Feeding  Cakes  and 
Manures.  —  Professor  P.  F.  Frankland's  "  Agricultural 
•Chemical  Analysis  "  (Macmillan,  Is.  6d). 


.202/16.    A.  G.  L.— Paste  for  Labels  on  Tin:— 

Mucilage  u£  tragacanth    3x. 

Honey   3  v. 

Wheaten  flour    |j. 

Mix  with  a  small  quantity  of  water. 

Tirst  damp  the  labels,  then  apply  the  mucilage,  and  set  the 
tins  out  of  the  reach  of  direct  sunlight. 


260/28.  John. — The  coloured  photographs  now  sold  so 
cheaply  are  produced  by  lithography  or  collotype,  the  latter 
being  a  photographic  positive  taken  on  chromated  gelatine. 
In  either  case  the  printing  surfaces  are  photographs  through 
red,  yellow  and  blue  (or  probably  similarly  coloured)  screens, 
and  the  impressions  are  made  in  the  usual  way. 


211/16.  Delta. — Ordinary  corks,  however  they  are  treated, 
are  unable  to  stand  contact  with  strong  alkaline  solutions. 
The  best  way  to  apply  paraffin  is  to  heat  the  corks  in  an 
oven,  and  then  immerse  in  a  bath  of  hot  paraffin,  wherein 
they  should  remain  format  least  five  minutes.  By  this  treat- 
ment, the  paraffin  gets  into  the  pores  of  the  cork,  and  there 
is  little  of  it  on  the  outside,  so  that  the  corks  are  not  so 
liable  to  Blip  out. 


228/35.  J.  L.  Jenkins — Thanks.  You  may  have  noticed 
that  we  published  the  information. 


January  4,  1895 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
pra  -Heal  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


Brompton  Hospital  Cough.- specific,  copied  from  the 
original  recipe  of  the  late  Charles  Hardy,  Fulham  Koad, 


London : — 

Treacle                               ..  .    ..  64  lbs. 

Water       ..    3i  gallons. 

Chloroform   2  oz. 

Essence  of  lemon . .       ..       ..       ..  2J  oz. 

Laudanum         ..       ..       ..       ..  40  oz. 

Dilute  sulphuric  acid   40  oz. 

,  Mix. 

Nottingham,  December  26.  Wm.  Banbury. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postc.trd  rep'ies  to  tha 
following : — 

225/34.  Who  are  the  manufacturers  of  compressed  moss  Z 
[Mr.  Wm,  Martindale  imports  the  moss.— Ed.] 

225/70.    Formula  for  Cave's  pills,  or  where  obtainable  ? 

233,4.  Paper  for  fly-papers  :  where  obtainable  ? 

235/20.    Maker  of  Mason's  yeast-balm. 

235/5.  "  Loretin  " :  where  can  it  be  obtained  ? 


IReyt  Meek. 


Monday,  January  6. 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Chemical 
Society's  Rooms,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m.  (1)  "A 
Technological  Study  of  Comparative  Affinities  in  the 
Case  of  Certain  Salts  of  Ammonia,"  by  Mr.  Watson 
Smith,  F.I.C  ,  F.C.S. ;  (2)  "  Colour- effect  of  Lime  Salts 
on  Hops  in  Brewing,"  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Lovibond. 

Tuesday,  January  7. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  3  p.m.  Professor* 
J  G.  McKendrick,  on  "Sound,  Hearing,  and  Speech.' 
Experimentally  illustrated. 

Wednesday,  January  8. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants"  Association,  Exchange 
Rooms,  Birmingham,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  F.  Casson  on  "  Fer- 
ments." 

Plymouth  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  at  the  Fores- 
ters' Hall.  At  7.30  p.m.  Lecture  on  "  The  Metric 
Sjstem,"  by  Mr.  J.  Kinton  Bond,  B  A.,  B.Sc. 

Thursday,  January  9. 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society.  Annual 
dinner. 

Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Association.    Social  evening. 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.    Smoking  concert  at  the 

Frascati  Restaurant,  Oxford  Street,   W.    At  8  p.m. 

Chairman,  Professor  Reynolds  Green,  F.R.S. 
Plymouth  and  District  Juniors,  at  Forester^'  Hall.  At 

8.30  p.m.    Mr.  W.  S.  Tavener,  on  "The  Microscope." 
Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  3  p.m.  Professor 

J.  G.  McKendrick,  on  "  Sound,  Hearing,  and  Speech." 

Experimentally  illustrated. 

Friday,  January  10. 

Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  at  9.30  P.M.  Sub- 
ject, "  Questions." 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. — Annual  dinner 
at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, at  9.15  p.m.  Proceedings :  "  Pharmacy  Notes," 
by  Mr.  W.  Lyon;  "Random  Notes  from  Macquer's 
Chemistry,"  by  Mr  J.  McBain, 
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